
 
 

Connaught 
 School for Girls 

Dyers Hall Road 
Leytonstone 
London E11 4AE 
 
Headteacher 
Ms Avani Higgins B.A.(Hons), NPQH. 

 

seize the day 
 

Thursday 5th November 2020 
 

Dear parents and carers,  

As you know, in response to the rising Covid-19 cases and R-rate across the UK, the Government                 
announced on Saturday that a new 4-week national lockdown will be implemented from Thursday 5               
November until Wednesday 2 December. This national lockdown replaces the tiered local            
restrictions that were in place previously.  

In accordance with the revised guidance which can be viewed here, from Thursday 5  November:  

• People will be required to stay at home, except for specific purposes including childcare, education,                
work, exercise and essential shopping.  

• Businesses including non-essential retail, entertainment venues and leisure facilities will be  closed.  
• A ban on gathering with people you do not live with, except for specific purposes (including visiting                  

a member of your support bubble or 1 person from another household in an outdoor space) will                 
be introduced.  

Unlike during the previous lockdown earlier in the spring, the Government’s guidance to schools,              
colleges and universities is that in order to prioritise the wellbeing and long-term futures of young                
people, educational providers should remain open. Connaught School for Girls is fully supportive of              
this decision and will remain open to deliver lessons to all of our year groups. In order to keep our                    
school community safe, I need to issue the following reminders to all students and parents: 

1. If your daughter displays any of the symptoms of COVID-19 she MUST NOT come to school.                
For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. The most common              
symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

 
● new continuous cough and/or 
● high temperature and/or  
● a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

2. Face coverings MUST be worn in all communal areas. Please ensure that your daughter              
comes to school with a clean face covering every day, including a spare one if she uses public                  
transport. 

3. Please do not drive down either Connaught or Dyers Hall Road to drop off your child. Please                 
drop them off on Grove Green Road and allow them to walk the short distance to school. 

4. If you are picking up your child after school, please wait on the other side of the road, or some                    
distance down the road to ensure that there is adequate social distancing - 2 metres away                
from all staff and students. 
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5. If you have been asked to self isolate as a result of being a close contact of a positive                   
case, you MUST do so for the duration of time, as indicated in the advice. This is a legal                   
requirement and failure to do so may result in a £1,000 fine. 

6. Students must try, at all times, to maintain a social distance of 1 metre+ wherever possible.                
This means no hugging or touching of each other at any time. 

7. After school, they must not congregate in groups outside school or at local shops/bus stop but                
must go straight home. 

Changes to the guidance: 
8. If your daughter is clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV - speak to your GP if you are unsure -                  

letters will be sent out shortly), you are advised that she should not attend school during the                 
lockdown. Please speak to her Head of Year to ensure that she has the means to access                 
remote learning which the school will provide. Please note, however, that students who live              
with someone who is CEV, but not themselves, should continue to attend school.  

9. If your daughter has to self isolate as a result of being in close contact with a positive case of                    
Coronavirus in the school, she is still entitled to free school meals during term time.               
Information on this will follow shortly. 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch via the school website. I                   
would like to thank you for your continued support as we negotiate our way through these difficult                 
times. 

 

Stay well 

 

 

Avani Higgins 

Headteacher  
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