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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As promised, I’m writing to inform you about some changes we are making in school regarding our system 
of controls for the spread of COVID-19. 
 
We are absolutely confident that our systems of controls are robust and keep us all as safe as possible. The 
bubbles are not mixing and we have an efficient system of track and trace in place in case there is a positive 
case within the school community. 
 
However, you will be aware that there has been a recent increase in the prevalence of the disease across 
England.  In order to continue to keep our school community safe, we have taken the decision to now make 
it compulsory for all students and staff to wear face coverings in all communal areas.  This is a 
precautionary measure which is in our risk assessment and we now feel that it is time to introduce this.  This 
is a calm and pragmatic decision as we approach the winter months where the prevalence of colds/flu will 
also become an issue. Therefore, from Thursday 23rd September, it is compulsory for all staff and students 
will wear face coverings in communal areas which include: 
 

• Coming into/leaving the building  
• In the corridors/changeover of lessons 
• Going to/from the toilet 
• In the dining hall 
• When queuing up 

 
In classrooms and teaching spaces, they will not wear face coverings.  This is in line with Local Authority/DfE 
guidelines which states that wearing a face covering makes it more difficult for communication between the 
teacher and the pupil, inhibiting learning and therefore it is not advised that face coverings are worn in the 
classroom setting.   
 
Staff may wear a visor in class when teaching, as the same guidance suggests that spread is more likely to 
be caused by adult to adult in schools, than children to adults. 
 
Further guidance about the use of face coverings in education can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education 
 
For every school day, please ensure that your daughter has a clean face covering. The Government has 
produced information on how to make a cloth covering here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-
and-make-a-cloth-face-covering 
 
Please talk to your daughter about the correct us of face coverings. In particular, please note that the use of 
face coverings will help the wearer to protect those around them. It is not personal protective equipment 
as it does little to protect the wearer. That is why we are introducing it for the whole school 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
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community.  Furthermore, as with wearing PPE, the same routine must be used to put it on and take it off 
safely as incorrect wearing could lead to hand contamination and spread of the virus. 
 

 
 
Please note the information above; the correct use of face coverings is imperative. 
 
Lastly, as mentioned in a previous communication, if your daughter uses public transport, she must use a 
separate face covering for travel (to the one she uses in school) and bring a plastic bag to store the travel 
face covering to avoid cross contamination. 
 
I would like to end by urging calm; the introduction of these measures is not because we have a live case of 
COVID-19 at the school, but rather a preventative measure to keep us all safe and well.  My thanks to you 
again for your continued support as we work our way together through this pandemic together as a 
community.  Stay well. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

 
Ms A Higgins 
Headteacher 
Connaught School for Girls 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


