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14th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well during these difficult times. 
 
Our teachers continue to work very hard to set work and update resources for your daughters to keep 
them learning from home.  A few parents have asked about online lessons; we have chosen not to 
follow this route in line with safeguarding advice from professional associations.  However, I’m 
confident that we are getting the balance right and are setting meaningful work without putting undue 
pressure on parents to teach and supervise.  To this end, we have two surveys coming out this week 
asking both you and your daughters to tell us about your experience of home learning.  Please look out 
for this and fill out the questionnaires.  We really need this information to gauge how well our ‘Virtual 
school’ is functioning and help us to plan to refine and make it better.  Thank you in advance - your 
input is much appreciated. 
 
I am mindful, however, that online learning cannot replace classroom experience.  Myself and the staff 
are really keen to see the girls again and get the school up and running.  However, we sadly have to 
accept that, in reality, this could be some way off.  I would like to remind you that school remains open 
for the children of key workers and vulnerable children.  Please see the website for more details.  If 
you would like to send your child to school, please call the school (at least the day before you intend on 
sending them to school) on 020 8539 3029 (leave a message if out of office hours) or by email to 
safeguarding@connaught.waltham.sch.uk  to indicate whether you require this service telling us: 
 
 your daughter/s name/s and tutor group/s 

 Your occupation/s (the Local Authority has asked us to provide this) 
 whether you will provide packed lunch or take the school offer of sandwiches or jacket potato and 

filling. 

  
You may have already seen that Wednesday 20th May, we are celebrating teachers, senior leaders, 
support staff and all those working in education settings who are making a difference to their schools 
and communities during the coronavirus outbreak. The Department for Education is working in 
partnership with the Teaching Awards Trust which has produced a set of resources including a Thank 
a Teacher toolkit containing graphics, images and frames for social media that you’re free to use.  If 
you would like to take part, please visit: 
 
https://thankateacher.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Thank-a-Teacher-Day-2020-Tool-Kit.pdf 
  

  
There has been a lot of speculation about when secondary schools will be asked to open for all 
students.  As you may be aware, the government has prioritised students in Year 10 and 12 to gain 
access to school first.  This does not mean that all Year 10 students will return to school as normal 
after half term.  Instead, the government has said that, if conditions allow it, after June 1st, schools will 
be expected to offer some face to face support for Year 10 before the start of the summer holidays.  At 
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the time of writing, I am awaiting guidance from the government regarding how this may work.  Once 
received, I will need to work with all stakeholders to make sure that reopening school is safe for students 
and staff alike.  We will need detailed risk assessments and plans before I can safely welcome all staff 
and students back to school.  At the moment, however, we do not have enough information or guidance 
to begin planning for this, so I am unable to make any promises to parents about what reopening school 
will look like. 
 
To this end, I must ask for your patience and support at this difficult time.  I am very keen, as you must 
be, to have your daughter back in school.  But I’m sure you’ll agree that I cannot take any risks with the 
health of our staff, students and their families and households.  The safety of our school community is 
paramount.  I will, of course, keep you updated as soon as I can with any developments.  Thank you 
for your understanding and please get in touch if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Stay well 

 
AvanI Higgins 
Headteacher 
 

 


