
 
 

24.04.20 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this bulletin finds you safe and well. You will, no doubt, have seen speculation in the                  
press about schools potentially re-opening in three weeks time. This may be a source of               
anxiety to some. I wanted to assure that any decision to reopen school will be done when it is                   
safe to do so. This will only happen on the advice of the Department for Education, in                 
consultation with the local authority, the governors and the staff at Connaught. The safety of the                
whole school community is paramount, so the opening of the school will need to be very                
carefully planned.  I will, of course, keep you updated about that. 
 
School does remain open for the children of key workers and vulnerable children. Please              
see the website for more details. If you would like to send your child to school, please call the                   
school (at least the day before you intend on sending them to school) on 020 8539 3029 (leave                  
a message if out of office hours) or by email to safeguarding@connaught.waltham.sch.uk to             
indicate whether you require this service; YES or NO. If yes, please be prepared to let us know: 
 

■ your daughter/s name/s and tutor group/s 

■ Your occupation/s (the Local Authority has asked us to provide this) 

■ whether you will provide packed lunch or take the school offer of sandwiches or              
jacket potato and filling 

■ Which days your child will be attending. 

 

Safeguarding during school closure 
Although our school building is currently closed to most students, we remain committed to              
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all our students. 
  
The school’s Safeguarding Team will continue to monitor vulnerable students during the period             
of closure and maintain contact with the relevant services. 
 
If you have a safeguarding concern to report during the period of school closure, please contact                
us via email  - safeguarding@connaught.waltham.sch.uk 
 
If you have an urgent concern about a young person please contact Waltham Forest Children’s               
Services directly on 0208 496 2310. 
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We have published an addendum to our Safeguarding Policy for reference during the period of               
school closure. 
http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/parents/covid-19-closure-update/ 
 

Laptops for disadvantaged children 

The government has announced a major new scheme to provide vulnerable and disadvantaged             
students across the country with free laptops. Disadvantaged children across England are set to              
receive free laptops and tablets, which will also include Internet enabled connections, as part of               
a push to make remote education accessible to students staying at home during the COVID-19               
outbreak. The devices will be coming directly from the local authority once information has been               
relayed to schools who can order the devices. The school will keep looking for more information                
from the local authority as and when it becomes available. Currently there is no new               
information apart from the announcement made during the week. 

As soon as the school has any more information regarding this announcement we will be               
contacting all parents of students who will be eligible for the scheme. 

 
Home learning  
 
The Department for Education has launched a new website with Oak National Academy to              
support teachers in providing accessible home learning activities. See here for more            
information on how your child's teachers might use these resources:  
 
https://www.thenational.academy/information-for-parents-pupils/ 
 
The BBC have announced expansion on their Bitesize programme this week. BBC Bitesize has              
always served as a reliable and accessible resource for teachers and students. For more              
information on what's now on offer, see here:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-52314856 
 
For guidance on how to support your child’s home learning, see here from the Education               
Endowment Foundation: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/support-resources-to-share-w
ith-parents/ 
 
For those parents of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, here is DfE              
guidance on how to support children at home:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-with-send-continue-their-education-during-coronaviru
s-covid-19 
 
Should there be concerns regarding your own child's learning in a specific subject, they can               
contact their subject teachers directly through Google Classroom. Ms Ricon, our SEND            
Coordinator, will continue to check in with those children by telephone.  
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As a result of home learning, your child will undoubtedly be spending more time online. Here is                 
some useful guidance on keeping your child safe online:  
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
 
At Connaught School for Girls, we really value the importance of reading fiction for pleasure.               
We encourage the students to read for pleasure for at least twenty minutes each day. It's a                 
great way to reduce screen time, develop literacy skills and escape from the day-to-day worries               
that the current public health crisis puts on our young people.  
 
As Ramadan approaches, our teachers are mindful that this may impact the home learning              
experience for many students. We expect that some will be engaging at different times of the                
day from their usual timetables, whilst observing Ramadan. If your child is concerned about              
being able to complete home learning during this period, please ask her to contact the relevant                
teachers through Google Classroom. Equally, some of our staff will be observing Ramadan,             
therefore may not be available at your child’s usual timetabled lesson times. We appreciate              
your patience during this period of religious observance.  
 
 
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE  
 
Due to the uncertainty surrounding the dates for schools to reopen, it is with regret that we have                  
had to cancel work experience for the current Year 10 cohort. Mr Phillips and Ms Stewart will be                  
exploring alternative ways for Year 10 to gain more experience in the world of work when we                 
return to school. We thank all Year 10 students for their patience and understanding at this                
time.  
 
YEAR 8 - A message from our new Head of Year 
 
I am delighted to be able to introduce myself to you as the newly-appointed Head of Year 8.  
 
I have been a teacher at Connaught School for Girls for 6 years, teaching in the Modern Foreign                  
Languages department. 
 
I understand that my appointment is an additional disruption in an already unsettling time,              
however I want you to know that I realise how important my role is for the students and I take                    
my responsibilities to you and your children very seriously. Under my care, I will strive to ensure                 
well being and achievement as main priorities.  
 
I have already introduced myself to Year 8 on their google classroom and have stated that my                 
door will always be open to them however, for now, as this unfortunately can’t be the case, if                  
they need anything, please let them know that I am on the other end of an email. 
 
Ms Emma Noakes 
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Ramadan Mubarak to all our families who will be observing Ramadan this month. I hope that it                 
goes well for all of you in these difficult times. And for everyone in the Connaught community,                 
please stay home, remember to socially distance and look after yourselves. 
 
Stay well 
 
 
Avani Higgins 
Headteacher 
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