
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This is the first of my bulletins to you during the closure period. I hope that you and your family                    
are safe and well during this very difficult time. I wanted to start thanking the whole school                 
community for the calm, collected and collegiate way you all approached this current Covid 19               
crisis and school closure. We now find ourselves in the front line of this battle against this virus                  
and I do not underestimate the enormity of what we have been asked to do. 
 
I also want to thank you for your patience. Information and clarity of guidance has been scarce;                 
when people asked for quick responses, myself and the other school leaders found that we               
were unable to do so quickly as we were often waiting for communication from the Government                
and the LA. However, it is really important not to apportion blame; we are all in this together                  
and I thank you for giving us the time and space to find answers. 
 
I realise that life will be difficult for you at the moment. Many of you will be concerned about your                    
child’s education during this closure period and wondering how this time will impact your child’s               
overall education. I wanted to assure you that myself and the staff at Connaught School for                
Girls have planned very carefully for school closure, and are doing many things to support home                
learning and safeguard the children. 
 
Included in this bulletin is information which you may find useful. I’ve had a number of queries                 
which I have tried to address here. I won’t repeat information which has already been sent, but I                  
would like to remind you that school remains open for the children of key workers and                
vulnerable children. Please see the website for more details. If you would like to send your                
child to school, please call the school (at least the day before you intend on sending them to                  
school) on 020 8539 3029 (leave a message if out of office hours) or by email to                 
safeguarding@connaught.waltham.sch.uk to indicate whether you require this service; YES or          
NO. If yes, please be prepared to let us know: 
 

■ your daughter/s name/s and tutor group/s 

■ Your occupation/s (the Local Authority has asked us to provide this) 

■ whether you will provide packed lunch or take the school offer of sandwiches or 
jacket potato and filling 

■ Which days your child will be attending. 

 

 

Free School Meals 
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I’m pleased to inform you that we are in the process of procuring Free School Meal vouchers for                  
all those who are eligible. These will be in the form of e-vouchers which can be used at Tesco                   
in exchange for food. Your child will receive £3 a day and the vouchers will be emailed to you                   
on a fortnightly basis (£15 per week). Please could I ask that ensure that we have your current                  
email address. Where we do not, we will post them out to you. Please bear with us while we try                    
and sort this out. You’ll appreciate that the supermarkets are inundated with requests of this               
type.  I will try and sort this out as quickly as possible. 

 
Home learning 
 
Your daughter will be receiving a variety of high-quality, meaningful home learning activities             
from her subject teachers. These will be posted on Google Classroom and should be              
commensurate with the amount of time allocated to specific timetabled subjects. Whilst our             
teachers are managing the same pressures put on the rest of society by this public health crisis,                 
such as illness, childcare and self-isolation, please note that your child’s home learning             
programme may not follow her school timetable exactly; some teachers might upload a series of               
home learning activities at the beginning of a school week, with others posting day-to-day.              
Whichever applies, your child will receive email notifications when this has been done. I refer               
you to the whole-school Google Classroom, where the senior leaders post daily, enriching home              
learning activities, such as viewing a TEDTalk or taking part in a virtual tour of a famous                 
museum. We urge parents to support the school in ensuring the home learning set is completed                
to the highest possible standard. We have started a ‘remote reward scheme’ where teachers will               
nominate high quality student work for a weekly raffle prize! The more high quality work               
submitted, the more nominations can be made to give a greater chance of winning the raffle                
prizes! 
 
To help with isolation and anxiety, it is a good idea to organise a structure for your child’s day so                    
that there is dedicated time set aside for learning and then time for relaxation or exercise (in line                  
with the government’s instructions on social distancing). For further tips to help your child during               
school closure, please have a look at the following: 
 
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19-parenting-tips#1 
 
Wellbeing 
 
You will be worried about coronavirus (COVID-19) and how it is affecting your life. This might                
feel difficult or stressful. But there are lots of things you can try that could help your wellbeing.                  
The following information from Mind may be useful: 
 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/ 
 
GCSE Grades 2020 
 
Unfortunately, for those students entered for summer 2020 GCSE exams, they have been             
cancelled. Our teachers are now required to submit their judgements about the grades that they               
believe GCSE students would have received if the exams had gone ahead. They will not simply                
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rely on mock examination results or the college predicted grades we gave Year 11 students in                
October/November 2019 that they used to complete their college applications.  
 
Our teachers will use all the information they have about their students to put forward a fair                 
assessment of the work they have put in and the progress they have made, however the grades                 
they receive in July 2020 will be calculated by the exam boards using a range of factors. 
 
I am afraid that school staff are not allowed to discuss this matter with you as it will                  
compromise the process being drawn up by the Department for Education (DfE) and             
exam boards. I'm sorry but the school is unable to make any further comments on this                
matter and I politely request that you do not make any attempt to discuss this process                
with the school. 
 
Try not to worry about this. The school has a strong track record of excellent examination                
results and there will be an opportunity to appeal and/or take one or more exams in a special                  
Autumn 2020 series of exams if students are unhappy about the grades they receive. 
 
That’s all for now.  I wish you and your family remain safe and well in the weeks ahead. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Avani Higgins 
Headteacher 
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