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Thursday 27th August 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I trust that you are all safe and well.  These are very challenging times indeed and I wanted 

to thank you all for bearing with us while we navigate our way through the changes and 

guidance coming from the government on a regular basis.   

 

At the time of writing, the DfE guidance is that face masks are not required in a school 

setting unless local lockdown protocols are in place. They are required, however, when 

travelling to and from school if using public transport. This is a very fluid situation and we shall 

be monitoring all future guidance on the use of facemasks and other PPE, adopting 

appropriate guidance when provided. The DfE has left the decision to schools on what 

action to take regarding facemasks. 

 

The argument for students not wearing a mask is a strong one: 

 

 Students wearing facemasks are more likely to touch their face. This is a key transmitter 

of COVID and other diseases, 

 Students have an incredibly low risk of contracting, spreading or falling ill with COVID 

 Students are unlikely to use the facemask properly over the entire day, nullifying any 

effectiveness 

 Learning and social behaviours will be negatively affected by the wearing of face 

masks 

 The other actions already taken by the school (increased cleaning, sanitiser etc) will 

have a larger impact on reducing the spread of COVID 

 

However, we are aware that some students/parents will be anxious about returning to 

school. 

 

Student movement around the school has been significantly reduced, the school corridors 

and staircases remain tight.  Therefore, the school has taken the decision, while advising 

students that facemasks are not necessary to keep them safe in school, we will allow them 

to be worn in certain circumstances 

  

 No facemasks are to be worn in the classroom or any other learning environment at 

any time 

 Students and staff will be allowed to wear facemasks in the corridor and around the 

building and in communal areas  

 Facemasks must be plain – no designs or drawings or bandana type masks. 

Inappropriate facemasks will be confiscated 

 Students abusing their right to wear a facemask will be sanctioned 

 Students must immediately remove their facemasks if asked to do so by a member of 

staff. 
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 Students must not share or touch another student’s facemask 

 Students will be responsible for their own facemasks at all times. The school is unable to 

provide students with facemasks. 

 Facemasks must be washed daily.  A plastic bag must be brought to store the 

facemask separately when not in use.  

 

The school reserves the right to change and adapt this position.  

 

I would ask that you take the time to read this guidance carefully regarding the safe use of 

face masks before your daughter returns to school and ensure that she is equipped with a 

face mask when she comes to school for the foreseeable future. 

 

I would like to thank all parents/carers and students for working with the school during these 

challenging times.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

      
Avani Higgins        

Headteacher         

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own

