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Friday 5th June 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Plans for ‘face to face’ time for Year 10 from the Monday 15th June 2020  
 
School closures due to Covid-19 was enacted in March of this year. Since then, staff volunteers have been providing an 
education to vulnerable children and the children of key workers. For those children working from home, staff have been 
providing a wealth of online resources so that our planned curriculum can be followed to the best of our ability in difficult 
circumstances. The response of parents, carers and students has been overwhelming and I thank you for that. 
 
You will be aware from my last letter on 14th May about the Government’s announcement that secondary schools should 
begin to re-open in a safe way from Monday 15th June. We are working towards having some form of provision in 
place for Year 10 from this date and now need your input.  We have already sought your views through the survey that 
was completed just before half term.  Thank you for your input; your views have helped shape our plans. 
 
At this stage our plans for the week beginning 15 June 2020 are:  
 

Monday 15th 
June 2020 

Staff INSET Day 

Tuesday 16th 
June 2020 
onwards 

• For Year 10, there will be timetabled lessons for 25% of Year 10 students (up to 33 students 
in per day) attending school a rotation of once every four school days. They will have 
either two or three lessons (depending on staff availability) starting from 9.15am and 
finishing by 1pm. 

• All students will be supported with their home learning and receive some newly taught 
topics by subject specialists in the core subjects (English, Maths, Science, RE and 
Languages) and Geography or History. 

• Students do not move to different rooms during the school day to minimise the risk of 
spreading the virus.  They will be placed in a group and the teacher will move. 

• The start times/breaks/end of the day will be staggered to maintain social distancing and to 
avoid travelling in together 

• Students will provide their own lunch/snacks 

• Strict hygiene protocols will be adhered to by staff and students and PPE is available 
throughout the building 

• Students travelling on public transport must wear a face masks. 

From 22nd 
June onwards 

• ‘Live’ face to face sessions will begin remotely with all subjects, so that students have 
access to their teacher to deal with individual issues. 
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Re-opening will be dependent on the completion of reasonable, practicable and safe risk assessments (please see draft 
attached), the availability of staff and student attendance.  
 
We now need to find out whether it is your intention to allow your child to return to school from Monday 15th June. We 
recognise that your final decision in this respect will be predicated by a number of factors, some of which may change 
between now and the 15th June or indeed beyond this date. You will also want to see the final risk assessment. However, 
to help us plan and finalise the risk assessment, we ask that you just make a decision in principle at this stage. 
Therefore, please could you complete the form at the end of this letter and return to school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk 
by  Tuesday 9th June (9am) at the latest. 
 
To support your decision, on Wednesday 20th May, the Government released guidance for parents and carers about a 
phased return to school, this can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-%20parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
Attendance  
The curriculum is more than just the subjects that are studied. For general well-being, it is about being part of the wider 
family that our community provides which is good for all of our mental and emotional health. However, we do not wish 
for families to feel pressured about a return to school for their child. You may live in a household with an extremely 
vulnerable or vulnerable person. We will continue to provide a home education to those that cannot attend. Students, 
with the support of their parents and carers, have been working hard at home to access the learning resources available 
and we are so proud of what they have achieved. As educators we are obviously keen that your child does not miss out 
on their learning at this important time in their life. We are currently looking at safe ways to use live streaming lessons 
and face to face time with subject teachers so that Year 10 students still learning from home can access them.  Details 
about these live face to face lessons will follow shortly. 
 
I want to reassure you that at this stage of the planned return the usual consequences for non- attendance at school 
WILL NOT apply. Here is an extract from the Government guidance that supports this.  
 

Is attendance compulsory?  

Eligible children – including priority groups – are strongly encouraged to attend their education setting, unless they 

are self-isolating or they are clinically vulnerable. No one with symptoms should attend a setting for any reason. If 
someone in their household is extremely clinically vulnerable, children should only attend if stringent social distancing 
can be adhered to, and the child is able to understand and follow those instructions. Families should notify their 
nursery, school or college as normal if their child is unable to attend so that staff can explore the reason with them 
and address barriers together. Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time.  

7.2 Will parents be penalised if their child does not attend school? Parents will not be penalised if their child 
does not attend school. We expect schools and other relevant partners to work with and support the relevant 
families and pupils to return to school.  

Under the Coronavirus Act 2020, we have relaxed the law, so that the parent of a child of compulsory school age is not 
guilty of an offence on account of the child’s failure to attend regularly at the school at which the child is registered 
(section 444 of the Education Act 1996).  

mailto:school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-%20parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-%20parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-about-temporarily-
closing#attendance 

I would be most grateful if you could read, complete and sign the form at the end of this letter and return to 
school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk by 9am on Tuesday 9th June 2020.   If you have any queries or concerns, 
please get in touch on  020 8539 3029. 

Once we have this information, Mr Cross can begin organising the more detailed timetables and plans which he will 

send out to you next week.  In the meantime, may I once again say a personal thank you. Despite the challenges that 
our school has faced since the start of the academic year, I remain overwhelmingly optimistic for the future and that, 
in a large part is thanks to our parents, carers, students and staff.  

Yours sincerely  
 

Ms A Higgins 

 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-about-temporarily-closing#attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-about-temporarily-closing#attendance
mailto:school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk
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Will your child be returning to school from Monday 15 June? 
Please read the information below before completing and returning your form: 

 
General information: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-
opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-
2020  

• pupils in Year 10 are strongly encouraged to attend (where there are no shielding concerns for the child or their 
household), so that they can gain the educational and wellbeing benefits of attending  

• vulnerable children of all year groups continue to be expected and encouraged to attend educational provision 
where it is appropriate for them to do so (for children with education health and care (EHC) plans this will be 
informed by a risk assessment approach)  

• pupils and staff who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions 
have been advised to shield. We do not expect children in this category to be attending school and they should 
continue to be supported to learn or work at home as much as possible. Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically 
extremely vulnerable) children are those considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. Few if 
any children will fall into this category, but parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category.  

• a child/young person who lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), 
including those who are pregnant, can attend their education or childcare setting  

• if a pupil lives in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable, as set out in the guidance on 
shielding, it is advised they only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social distancing can be adhered 
to and, in the case of children, if they are able to understand and follow those instructions. This may not be possible 
for very young children and older children without the capacity to adhere to the instructions on social distancing. If 
stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to, we do not expect those individuals to attend. They should be 
supported to learn or work at home  

• staff and children or young people should not attend if they have symptoms or are self- isolating due to 
symptoms in their household  

• protective measures will be put in place for staff and pupils, as far as is possible, to ensure that the risk of transmission 
is reduced  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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Year 10 ‘face to face’ sessions 
Attendance Form - June 2020 

 
 

Question Please 
tick 

Additional 
information 

Travel arrangements.  Please indicate 
whether your child will be walking to 
school, using public transport or by car 

I have read the government 
guidance and I will be sending my 
child back to school from Tuesday 
16th June when it is safe to do so 
(see risk assessment) 

   

At this stage, I do not intend to send 
my child back to school from 
Tuesday 16th June.  I am happy for 
someone to contact me about this 

   

I would like to speak to someone at 
the school before making my 
decision 

   

 

Please note: All of the government guidance here applies as of the morning of Wednesday 27th May 2020. 
 

Pupil’s name: 
 

Pupil’s form: 
 

Parent/Carer name: (Please print) 
 

Parent/Carer signature: 
 

Date: 
 

 
 


