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Wednesday 15th July 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
You will, no doubt, be wondering about our plans for the wider opening of school in September.   Since the 
government guidance came out on 2nd July, we have been working very hard to plan and prepare to receive 
your daughters back to a safe environment where we can continue her education. This requires a great deal 
of planning and you'll be glad to know that we’ve been very thorough to ensure that when she comes to 
school in September, your daughter can be assured that she will receive the very best education in a safe 
environment.  This letter should be read alongside the accompanying video (see the Covid-19 page in the 
‘Parents’ tab of our school website or click here, or go to https://youtu.be/-psTdr7y1Cg).  Apologies for the 
length of both; feedback from parents tells us that you would like as much information as possible, so we’ve 
tried to be thorough. 
 
The last few months have been difficult for us all.  Thank you for your patience and bearing with us while we 
set up our virtual school.  Thank you also for your support and encouragement, which we appreciate as we 
all try to make sense of the world we found ourselves in. It wasn’t easy for you as parents as you suddenly 
found yourselves as educators, facilitating our virtual school. We have had very positive feedback about this 
with high engagement from most of our students. This stands us in good stead; any further lockdowns will be 
managed more easily with the extensive planning that is now in place.   
 
In September, we are envisaging that the prevalence of Covid-19 has decreased.  Returning to school is vital 
for your daughter’s education and wellbeing.  To that end, we have followed public health advice to put into 
place control measures which will help us to make the school as safe as it can be to open to all our students. 
 
We have completed extensive risk assessments to make sure that we comply with health and safety law and 
identified all the risks to put together plans using a system of controls.  These are: 
 

1. Minimise contact with individuals - any child who has Covid-19 symptoms, or in a household with 
someone who does must not attend school 

2. Facilities and protocols to ensure that hands a cleaned thoroughly and more often than usual 
3. Ensured good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
4. Enhanced cleaning around school using detergents and bleach 

Where possible: 
5. Minimise contact/maintain social distancing 
6. If appropriate, use PPE 
Response to infection: 
7. Engage with NHS Test and Trace 
8. Manage any confirmed cases in the school community following local health protection team advice 

 
You will see below that we have put together timetables which create ‘bubbles’ of children who will have 
staggered start/break/lunches and end of school.  This will ensure that we are minimising contact as far as is 
possible.  There are new protocols for behaviour, equipment, lunches (to name a few).  Please take your time 
to read this very thoroughly so that you understand what is expected to ensure that we are all safe when the 
new term begins. If you have any questions or issues, please contact the school using the details at the end 
of this letter. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/parents/covid-19-closure-update/
https://youtu.be/-psTdr7y1Cg
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Covid-Restricted Timetable Model 
 
We will follow a different model for out 5-period day timetable, as outlined below: 

 

 
 
We have organised the school into four ‘Bubbles’ to enable ‘education as usual’ to go ahead as much as it 
can, whilst minimising contact between students and the risk of sharing facilities: 
 

• The first three bubbles are Years 7, 8 & 9 and will be will be taught separately in new tutor rooms in 
distinctly different parts of the school (except to break out into maths sets in a nearby spare room), 
remaining in those rooms for all lessons 

• The fourth bubble is Years 10 & 11 students (combined) who will operate a ‘normal’ secondary school 
timetable, utilising all specialist rooms, moving from room to room but away from the other bubbles’ 
rooms 
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Each Bubble will arrive and depart via different entrance/exit gates at different, staggered times: 
 

‘Bubble’ Arrival Departure Entrance / Exit Gate 

Year 7 08:15 14:20 Dyers Hall Road Gate 

Year 8 08:15 14:20 School Playground & Room 2 Fire Exit Stairs 

Year 9 08:20 14:30 Connaught Road Gate 

KS4 (Y10 & Y11) 08:35 14:55 Dyers Hall Road Gate 

 
Your daughter must not arrive at school more than 5 minutes before her designated arrival time. Students 
will not have access to the school before this time. 
 
Lunchtimes have been arranged to minimise students mixing and the risk of sharing facilities.  Please note 
that all of KS3 will are being asked to bring their own packed lunch (apart from those who have free school 
meals - see below).  We will review this at the end of September. 
 
Our extra-curricular offer will be restricted to Year 9 Triple Science, Year 10 Fast Track, Year 11 Action 
Tutoring, Year 10 GCSE Biology & Year 11 GCSE (all subjects) recovery programmes. 
 

Attendance expectations except for students who are shielding/self-isolating 

 
All students are expected to attend school from the start of the Autumn term and the usual rules and 
procedures on statutory school attendance will apply.  
 
Students who have had symptoms or are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus must not attend 
school and should self-isolate as per government advice. Please inform the school of any absence, including 
sickness, before 8:30am on the day of absence, as usual. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
  
Well done to all pupils for their resilience and perseverance during lockdown.  Prolonged periods of home 
learning brings many challenges for pupils, their parents and teachers. Families are understandably anxious 
about covering the curriculum in the Autumn term, particularly for GCSE.  Please be assured that curriculum 
leaders are working with their teams to ensure content is covered and no one is disadvantaged.  Additionally, 
our Autumn term pastoral curriculum has been planned to bring our school community back together and 
reset us on our path to excellence.  
 
All schools in England await further details of one-to-one tuition funding for disadvantaged pupils and this will 
be shared with you in due course when we have this information. 
 
Please be reminded that teachers will not be available to contact throughout the summer holiday, unless 
they have indicated this to their individual teaching groups beforehand.  However, some pupils have been 
given summer reading to do and we ask parents to encourage their children to complete this.  
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All Year 10s have been tasked with reading A Christmas Carol and completing the accompanying booklet.  If 
your child has not attended face-to-face lessons this term, the English department will be posting these texts 
out to you before Friday 17th July.   
 
Should your child require access to ICT or reading materials over the summer, you may wish to stay 
informed of planned local library reopenings: https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/service-categories/libraries 
 

Behaviour and Hygiene 

 
When students are in school, we expect them to follow all of the rules set out below to keep themselves and 
the rest of the school community safe. 

• Students may have to queue (on the 2m distance markings) to enter and leave the building 
• Students will only use their designated base room, toilets and recreation area - all other areas (unless 

directed by an adult) will be out of bounds 
• Hygiene - students should wash/sanitize their hands immediately on entering the building, before 

and after eating and after coughing or sneezing. Hand sanitizer should be used on entry to 
classrooms 

• Students should use a tissue when sneezing and coughing. Tissues should be disposed in the lidded 
waste bin (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) and avoid touching their mouth, nose and eyes with hands 

• Students should tell an adult immediately if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus 
• Students must not share any equipment or other items, including drinking bottles 
• Students may have to queue to use toilets  
• Under no circumstances must a student cough or spit at, or towards, any other person 

Students who deliberately contravene social distancing rules and/or hygiene measures e.g. spitting, will be 
sent home. A risk assessment will be completed with parents before the student is allowed to return to school. 

The full and updated Behaviour Policy: Coronavirus Addendum on the school can be found on the school 
website. 

Students should maintain social distance wherever possible (1m+ - 2m) and not touch others.  
 
Students may wear a face covering if they wish while in school.   
 
There will be no student lockers while we operate the Covid restricted timetable. Your daughter should 
bring all the equipment she will need for each day; she will not be able to borrow equipment such as pens, 
rulers etc from other students. 
 
Your daughter should bring a full water bottle for the day (there will be no water refill availability except for 
medical needs). 
 

Uniform 

 
Please remember that our new school uniform is in place from September (see school website for details). 
 
If your daughter wears a headscarf for religious observance then please note that we have secured a supplier 
and therefore the navy-blue headscarf can be purchased from the school (£3.00 via ParentPay). 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/service-categories/libraries
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Headscarves purchased in advance will be available for collection from the school office on the 2nd and 3rd 
September. Alternatively, your daughter may attend school on her first day in school wearing an alternative 
headscarf and her purchased headscarf will be given to her. 
 
PE Uniform 
 
Years 7 - 9 
While we operate under the Covid restricted timetable your daughter should attend school in her PE 
uniform, including trainers, on the days she is timetabled PE. There will be no changing facilities. 
 
Years 10 and 11 
Students will bring their PE uniform and change for PE as usual, in the changing rooms. 
 

Lunch arrangements  
 
In order to maintain social distancing and hygiene protocols, students in Years 7,8 and 9 (apart from those 
on free school meals) will need to bring in a packed lunch (lunches cannot be heated up) and eat in their 
assigned classrooms.  This will be reviewed at the end of September. 
 
Students in Year 10 and 11 can bring in their own packed lunch or pay for a packed lunch at the cost of 
£2.60.  Payment must be made in advance via ParentPay - please ensure that there are sufficient funds 
before the start of each week. 
 
Please note if your child is eligible to receive a FSM, the school will provide them with a packed lunch 
regardless of which bubble they are in. 
 

Travel including drop off/picks ups 

 
Social distancing means that travelling on public transport should only be used as a last resort.  If your child 
does need to use public transport to travel to and from school, please ask them to ensure that they adopt a 
social distance of two metres from people outside their household or support bubble or a ‘one metre plus’ 
approach where this is not possible.  They should try and avoid use in peak times if possible and our 
staggered start/end times should help with that.  The use of face covering is mandatory on public 
transport. 
 
Alternatively, we are encouraging our students to walk or cycle to school if at all possible.  We have bike 
racks to lock up bikes on the school site but please provide a suitable lock and note that this is left there at 
your own risk. If you do have to drop/pick up your child, please be mindful of other cars, students and the 
public, ensuring that it is safe to leave the vehicle and social distancing can be maintained at all times.  The 
Local Authority is keen to promote cycling and have the following facilities to help with this: 
 
Summer Cycle School  

Pupils can attend a FREE Summer Cycle School to increase knowledge and confidence when cycling, 
Sessions will initially be held in Leyton Jubilee Park. For more information and to book a space please visit 
here.  
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Public Dr Bikes  

Dr Bikes are FREE to anyone who lives, works or studies in the borough. At Dr Bike sessions experienced 
mechanics check everything on your bike from wheels, brakes, gears and tyre pressure to lights, racks, 
pedals, saddles and more. 
 
Bike Maintenance - Dr Bikes at School  

Dr Bikes could also be hosted at the School either the week before term starts or in the first week of term, to 
ensure these are well utilised these would need to be promoted by the School, SO If you are interested in 
hosting a Dr Bike session please contact cycling@walthamforest.gov.uk to register.  We will then gauge the 
level of interest to see if this is something that the school can host. 

Security of bikes 

The local authority is offering FREE BikeRegister kits to pupils and staff - registering on BikeRegister (a 
Police approved scheme) means you could be reunited with your bike in the event of it being stolen.  Again, 
if this is something you are interested in, please contact the school and let us know.  We will then register 
our interest with the local authority. 

Peddle My Wheels - Try Before you Bike  

Trial a new or nearly new bike for a low, interest-free monthly fee (from £10 for kids) - if you like the bike 
you can purchase it, if it's not for you it can be returned. For more information please visit: 
https://www.peddlemywheels.com/try-before- you-bike  
 

If your child develops symptoms 

 
Students must not come into the school if they have symptoms of Covid-19, have been in close contact with 
someone who develops Covid-19 symptoms or someone who tests positive for Covid-19. Any student 
displaying symptoms will be sent home to self-isolate. Please ensure you inform the school if your child is 
self-isolating for any of the above reasons. 
 
The symptoms of Covid-19 are: 
 

• a new continuous cough 
• a high temperature 
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
If your daughter develops symptoms the first step is to self-isolate and book a test. Tests can be booked 
online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for 
those without access to the internet. It is important that you inform the school immediately of the results 
of a test. 
 
If the test is negative, your daughter feels well and no longer has symptoms similar to Covid-19, they can 
stop self-isolating and return to school. 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
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If your daughter tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible 
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the 
onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough 
or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or loss of taste or smell can last for several weeks 
once the infection has gone. The 7-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have 
a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members 
of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 
 

How Connaught will manage confirmed cases of Covid-19 in the school 
community 

 
If we are informed of a confirmed case of Covid-19, all students or staff who have been in close contact with 
the person will be sent home to self-isolate for 14 days. This will usually be the bubble the person is a part 
of. The local health protection team will contact schools directly if they become aware that someone who has 
tested positive for Covid-19 attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 
 
Connaught will not share the names or details of people with coronavirus (COVID-19) unless essential to 
protect others. 
 
Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless the 
student or staff member who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms 
 

Changes to the School Calendar 

 
Following the extended closure of the school due to the COVID-19 outbreak, there are a number of new 
policies and procedures to be put in place for school opening in September. As a result there is a need for 
extended staff training at the start of the new academic year.  
 
The governors have approved a proposal to have two INSET days at the start of term in September to enable 
school staff the opportunity to finalise logistical plans and preparations for the start of term.  
 
Following the two INSET days we have allocated one further day on Friday 4th September, where only Year 
7 students will be in school.  This will give them the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the school for 
the first time and get to know the whole school.  Traditionally, this would have happened on Transition Day, 
which was, sadly, cancelled this year.  This means that all other years (Years 8-11) will return to school on 
Monday 7th September 2020. 
 

Year 7 start of school  

We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 to school on: Friday 4th September at 8.15am, Dyers Hall 
Road entrance. Please note that the start date for year 7 has been changed. Please arrive in full school 
uniform, bring writing equipment and a packed lunch with a bottle of water. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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Year 7 will be met by a senior member of staff on their arrival to school and taken to their classroom where 
they will meet their form tutor. Students will have an hour session introducing the school’s expectations and 
rules, how to use their school diaries and timetable procedures. This will be followed by: 

·         a tour of the school with Ms. Maniar and Mr. Huber (Heads of Year) 

·         organisation of Google logins with Mr. Silk 

·         Lunchtime login access with Ms. Connolly 

·      Library induction and how to access Accelerated Reader with the school Librarian and Ms. Caroto 

·         Timetabled lessons in the afternoon. 

There will be time for students to ask questions and time to reflect, so that they feel ready for Monday 7 th 
September where we will begin teaching the full timetable. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this extensive communication.  I hope that it covers everything that 
you need to know.  If, after reading this you still have a question, please get in touch via email: 
school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk. 

Stay well 

 

Ms A Higgins 

Headteacher  

Connaught School for Girls 

 

mailto:school@connaught.waltham.sch.uk

