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       Friday 3rd July 2020  
 
Dear all 
 
I hope that this letter finds you safe and well in these difficult times.  I’m writing to you for a number of 
reasons.  Firstly, I would like to thank all of you for your continuing messages of support of myself and the 
school.  It is a particularly difficult time for all of us, and these messages are much appreciated by all the staff 
at CSFG who are working tirelessly to support your daughter through our virtual school offer.  I would also 
like to take this opportunity to give you some more information and answer some of the queries that you have 
raised. 
 
Although it’s not perfect yet, there is increasing confidence in our ‘Virtual School’ indicated by our surveys by 
parents, staff and students.  Levels of engagement in the work are increasing with over 95% of students in 
Years 7 - 9 engaging with their learning every day/most days. Of those, over half the students are spending 
three hours or more on their learning every day. The feedback that we are getting is really helping us to shape 
and plan for catch up when we are able to reopen schools.  We will continue to work with all our stakeholders 
to find out what needs to be done to plan for September to ‘catch up’ with work missed during the pandemic. 
 
You’ll be pleased to know that I have just received, hot off the press, the Government guidance for the full 
opening of schools in September.  You can find it by following this link. I have not had the chance to do much 
more than have a cursory look at this but would like to assure you that myself and the Senior Leadership 
team will be working very hard to ensure that school is safe for your daughters to come back to school in 
September.  At this very early stage, we are looking at forming two ‘bubbles’ (Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4) 
and will be looking at the timetable to stagger start/end of school, including break times and lunchtimes to 
keep the two apart.  I don’t have any further details of this just yet, but these will follow shortly, so please look 
out for that.  
 
One change that I must inform you about is that there has been an increase in the price of school meals to 
£2.60 effective immediately.   This means that students who do not receive free school meals will need to 
either bring in a packed lunch from Monday 6th July or pay for a meal at the new rate.  This applies to all 
students who are attending school currently under the vulnerable/key worker provision. 
 
The Year 9 GCSE options allocations have now been confirmed. Mr Cross has sent a letter in the post today 
to every Year 9 student’s home address that we have on file.  Each year some students will be allocated one 
or two of their reserve subjects.  This year 26 out of 129 Year 9 students have been allocated just one of 
their two reserve subjects and 103 students received all of their first choices.  Subject staff have been 
informed of students studying their subject and many subject areas will be in contact before the summer 
holidays to help students get ahead. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Our Year 10 face to face sessions are going well.  We have a really good turnout of students coming into 
school to meet with their teachers.  The girls tell me that they are really appreciative of this and like the human 
connection.  There is also really good engagement with the virtual face-to-face lessons where Year 10 
students are meeting online with their teachers.  Again, the feedback for this has been resoundingly 
positive.  Thank you to all the parents who are supporting this.  Please keep feeding back how you feel that 
this is going.  All of the information is being gathered and used by the teachers at CSFG to plan for the next 
stage of the ‘recovery curriculum’ which we are launching in September.  The aim of this is to help students 
reacclimatise to school life and deal with any mental health issues, worries or anxiety caused by the 
pandemic, as well as catching up academically. 
 
End of year reports, which would traditionally be sent out to all students will sadly not happen this year.  We 
will, of course, revisit this in the new academic year, when we have had a chance to assess the students, 
and report home. 
 
By now, you will have received the letter regarding the uniform from September this year.  The original idea 
of the blazer came from the girls themselves, who told us that they wanted to be like the other schools in 
Waltham Forest; CSFG was the only school without a blazer.  We have completed extensive consultation 
with all stakeholders and the overwhelming majority support and like the new uniform.  We also thought long 
and hard about when to introduce it, recognising that the pandemic might make it difficult for some families 
who find themselves in difficult circumstances.  The uniform changes have been subject to a detailed cost 
analysis and while the initial cost of a school blazer and tie exceeds the current cost of a school jumper we 
know that jumpers have had to be replaced by many families during the school year and also that many 
families purchase two jumpers at the start of each academic year. The cost of the blazer is less than this so 
it works out cheaper in the long run. 
 
The blazer selected by the school will be washable and durable and will last your daughter at least two to 
three years. To make further savings, we have deliberately allowed for the PE kit to be logo free and, at a 
time when finances may be stretched, this will help to reduce the overall spend on the school uniform as a 
whole.  
 
To help any families with hardship, we have set up a fund which can be accessed by application to 
rachel.hickes@connaught.waltham.sch.uk.   We will assess this and look at options on how the uniform can 
be purchased either by way of a loan, and in particular hardship, via a grant from the school.    This is in the 
strictest confidence.  
 
Wellbeing over the summer holidays is important to all of us.  The Local Authority is setting up summer clubs 
for children and will be sharing information very soon on how these summer camps can be accessed.  The 
school will continue, via Google classroom, to support our girls with pastoral activities and assemblies to keep 
them positive and reflective until we can be together in person.  
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In September, we welcome our new Year 7s.  Usually at this time of year, we would be holding a Transition 
Day to show them around our school and help familiarise them with buildings and get used to the idea of 
secondary school. In the absence of this, we have created a 
Padlet  (https://padlet.com/smaniar1_320/xwncbem4ng2v7n24 ) which is a virtual tour of the school.  Please 
take a look as it may also give you a flavour of some of things on off at CSFG.  
 
Our Heads of Year and office staff have worked very hard during the lockdown and virtual school to keep up 
to date with our families.  If there is a change of circumstances e.g. a bereavement or loss of income or any 
other event that means that support is needed, please get in touch and we will do our best to help with 
it.  Please call 020 8539 3029 or use the contact form on the website at:  
 
https://www.connaught-school.co.uk/contact/contact-form-and-directions/ 
 
Last but not least is some really good news.  We have finally received the keys for the annexe building which 
is now fully refurbished and finished!   We are really looking forward to opening up the building with the 
brilliant ‘state of the art’ sporting and Science facilities. It is the culmination of a year-long project and I’m sure 
that the girls will enjoy using this lovely new facility when they return in the new term. 
 
That’s all from me for now.  Please do get in touch if you have any queries.  In the meantime, please stay 
safe and well. 
 
Best wishes  

 
Avani Higgins 
Headteacher 
 

 

https://padlet.com/smaniar1_320/xwncbem4ng2v7n24
https://padlet.com/smaniar1_320/xwncbem4ng2v7n24
https://www.connaught-school.co.uk/contact/contact-form-and-directions/

