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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This has been a short half term yet we have still been very busy and a lot has happened for all 

of us at Connaught. 

It has been a pleasure talking to many parents at the Year 8 and 9 Parents Evenings and the 

Parents workshop on Internet Safety. I am always interested in what you think of our school 

and your suggestions for further things you would like to do for your daughter’s education. 

Our Year 11 students are working very hard towards their GCSEs and I would like to thank you 

for your support in encouraging them to attend maths and English intervention sessions after 

school and other subjects on a Saturday.  We will continue to run ‘catch up’ classes for 

targeted students’ right up until the exams. 

Congratulations to many Year 10 students who have been selected as school prefects. The 

new prefects started their roles a few weeks ago after undertaking some training and are 

currently doing a sterling job! 

This term there have been 18 visits organised for students both within and outside of curriculum 

time.  As a great supporter of enrichment activities I am most appreciative to all the staff who 

organise these extra activities.  The girls find these extra- curricular activities so enjoyable: for 

some it might have been the Water Rowing at Fairlop Waters, for others it may have been 

Othello at the Globe Theatre or a tour of the House of Commons by our local MP, John Cryer.  

I am also pleased to report that 32 Year 10 students are involved in the ‘Duke of Edinburgh’ 

programme.  They are currently preparing for the Duke of Edinburgh expedition by attending 

after school sessions on map reading, outdoor cooking and first aid whilst looking forward to 

the April practice weekend. We wish our travelling party of 48 students a very enjoyable 4-day 

residential visit to Paris at the start of the Eater holiday.   

As a keen gardener, I love this time of year when the weather  gets warmer and the nights 

become lighter. In order to promote healthier lifestyles for our students, can I ask you to 

consider letting your daughters walk home from school with her friends in order to try and be 

more health conscious as well as environmentally aware.  If you do need to drive her to school 

will you please consider other motorists and local residents and try not to block our 2 

neighbouring roads.  Also on the subject of health, I do not want girls brining Energy drinks into 

school as they are full of caffeine and will have a detrimental effect on their health. 

I hope that you and your families enjoy a pleasant Easter 

holiday. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher.                       



World Book Day was on 

the 5th March and so to 

celebrate we held a 

Speed Dating/Book 

Reading Event in the 

library. Twelve readers 

(one from each form in 

years 7, 8 & 9) were 

seated at tables with a 

copy of the book they 

were recommending. 

The visiting students sat 

opposite the readers who 

spoke about their book 

to each girl for one 

minute. We had a large 

clock on the whiteboard 

counting down from 60 

seconds. When the alarm 

sounded the girls moved 

on to the next reader. 

This continued until each 

student had heard 12 

book reviews. At the end 

I asked each student if 

they wanted to read any 

of the books that they 

had just heard about 

and everyone had at 

least one book they 

vowed to read.  

The readers worked 

extremely hard. Talking 

about the same book 

twenty four times  was 

not easy. Both readers 

and students enjoyed the 

event. A special thanks 

to Masheta Mangal, a 

library prefect for 

manning the stop clock. 

We had several very 

positive comments. 

For the third year running 

we swapped books for 

world book day. Once 

again almost a thousand 

books changed hands 

and went to new owners. 

Ms K. Donohue 

School Librarian  

Mr P. Dorrell 

Head of English 

found helpful as my 

exams are up and 

coming. Towards the end 

of the day, a music 

expert was introduced, 

and I volunteered to help 

her create a sound wave 

on stage, 

which was 

the highlight 

of my day. 

On the 

whole, it was 

an enjoyable 

experience 

and by the 

end of the 

On Monday 16th March, 

my science class and I 

travelled to the 

Emmanuel Centre in 

Central London, along 

with Ms Krunic and Ms Ali. 

Once we were there, we 

were seated and were 

introduced to three 

highly experienced 

science teachers, each a 

specialist in one area of 

science – biology, 

physics and chemistry. 

The teachers talked 

about how to tackle 

exam questions, which I 

day, each of us went 

home knowing 

something we hadn’t 

known before. 

Centainne 10S 

World Book Day Speed Reading/Dating 

GCSE Science Conference Trip 

“Each of us 

went home 

knowing 

something we 

hadn’t known 

before.” 

Page 2 

Newsletter 



February was LGBTQ 

month and this year we 

celebrated in style. 

Stonewall role-model 

and 2015 Apprentice star 

Sanjay Sood-Smith visited 

Connaught on the 24th 

of February and did a 

lunch-time talk to a 

packed school hall. 

Sanjay shared his 

‘coming out’ story, his 

struggle with feeling 

different from a young 

age and his subsequent 

life challenges and 

experiences as a gay mix

-raced man in the UK.  It 

was a great opportunity 

to learn about how we 

can better promote 

equality, tolerance and 

inclusivity among our 

diverse school 

community. 

We also had a spoken-

word/poetry-slam 

competition where 

students shared their own 

creative writing about 

themes to do with LGBTQ 

month such as ‘being 

yourself’ and ‘equality’. 

The competitors were 

very brave and talented, 

in the end all contestants 

were awarded prizes as 

they could not be split! 

The LGBTQ Bake-Off was 

a fantastic event with 14 

entries of scrumptious 

rainbow themed cakes 

and cup-cakes made by 

students throughout the 

year groups. The judges 

were delighted to have 

to test so many beautiful 

sweet-treats and in the 

end the following prizes 

were awarded: Most 

Creative Bakes: Philippa 

Osei and  Bella Penton 

LGBTQ Month Celebrations 

It’s been a fantastic 

month of learning and 

celebrations, here’s to 

the ongoing promotion 

of equality and diversity 

at Connaught.  A big 

thank you to Paul Phillips 

and other staff who 

helped run events over 

the month. 

Ms A. Brothers 

Head of Drama 

who made a ‘world 

equality’ cake and Evie 

Taylor who made an 

‘Equal Marriage’ cake. 

Tiana Bailey won highly 

commended overall for 

her stunning looking 

rainbow layered cake 

and the overall winner 

was Morgan Barrow 

Henderson with her 

delicious red velvet cake. 

Well done to all students 

who entered – all the 

bakes were very 

impressive. 

“It’s been a 

fantastic month 

of learning and 

celebrations.” 
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This cake tasted as good 

as it looks! 



2015 Science Debate 

took place on Monday 

the 23rd of Mach as part 

of Science week 

celebrations. The topic of 

discussion was “Fracking 

– as a short term solution 

to meet our increasing 

energy demands”. The 

schools that took part in 

the competition were 

Connaught School for 

Girls, Kelmscott, Rushcroft 

and Willowfield. Our 

school representatives 

were the oppositions 

Hafsa Azeem (10S) and 

Anita Andonova (10F ), 

the propositions Sarah 

Abid (10S) and Humera 

Taj (10S) and our 

chairperson for the 

debate was Samreen 

Iqbal (10F). We had two 

weeks to research the 

topic and prepare our 

speeches which took a 

lot of commitment and 

determination. Being part 

of the 

science 

debate 

team has 

been 

wonderful; 

we 

overcame 

difficulties 

as a team 

and had fun working 

together on this exciting 

project. This has been an 

unforgettable 

experience, one that has 

taught us a lot of skills 

that we will be able to 

apply in almost anything. 

Our school  was hosting 

the event as we were last 

year’s winners. At the 

beginning everyone was 

nervously excited, but by 

the end all the 

participants felt more 

relaxed and friendly. The 

overall winning team  

was Rushcroft, the best 

chair award was won by 

Lili (Willowfield 

representative) and the 

best speaker was won by 

a Connaught participant 

Anita Andonova. The 

2015 Connaught Debate 

Team would like to thank 

Mr. Patterson for taking 

the time to come and 

support us. We would 

also like to thank Ms 

Krunic, who has been a 

great help, supporting us 

all the way through and  

willingly spent her 

lunchtimes and after 

school training us.   

Anita 10F 

students then completed 

a ‘colour by numbers’ 

activity in the style of 

Antoni Gaudi using a 

colour code printed out 

in Spanish. A large 

number of students 

completed the task and 

a selection of the art 

Recently, some year 7 

pupils have been 

learning about the 

Spanish artist Antoni 

Gaudi, who grew up in 

Barcelona, North East 

Spain.  This gave the 

opportunity to create a 

cross curricular link 

between the two 

subjects of Art and 

Spanish. During one 

of their Art lessons, 

the pupils were 

able to learn 

Spanish numbers 

up to 10 as well as 

a different variety 

of colours.  The 

work is on display in the 

languages department.   

Hera Sandhu, a year 7 

pupil said, “I enjoyed the 

art lesson because it was 

really fun.  We learnt 

different colours in 

Spanish and used them 

to colour in an 

Antoni Gaudi style 

tile.” 

Ms E. Noakes 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Department 

Science Debate 2015 

Year 7 discover the Spanish language through art.   

“Being part of 

the science 

debate team 

has been 

wonderful.” 
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On Sunday March 8th 

many people around the 

world celebrated 

International Women’s 

Day. Traditionally, this 

day is celebrated by 

sending and receiving 

flowers as well as 

appreciating the women 

who inspire us. 

The theme of the day this 

year  was ‘Make It 

Happen.’ This 

encouraged women to 

be inspired and gave 

them confidence in how 

to achieve their dreams.  

As a school we believed 

it would be great to get 

involved in celebrations 

and motivate young 

women to ‘Make It 

Happen’. 

Throughout the week 

there were a number of 

activities taking place at 

Connaught. Firstly, we 

researched local 

charities. Although we 

felt as if they were all 

important, we finally 

decided to send our 

donations to a charity 

called Haven, located in 

Waltham Forest. Haven is 

a charity that was 

founded in 1983. Up till 

this day, Haven has been 

providing help to  

women who have 

suffered from domestic 

violence.  

With the help of Mr 

Phillips and Ms Ricon, 

myself and a group of 

girls from different year 

groups were given the 

opportunity to present an 

assembly to the rest of 

the school. We spoke 

about the history of 

International Women’s 

Day as well as sharing the 

achievements of 

successful young women. 

From Monday 9th March 

to Friday 13th March 

there were a number of 

activities running in our 

school. Hot chocolate 

was being sold at break 

time, which meant that 

the money raised from 

this was also being 

donated to Haven.  A 

poetry competition was 

also held to help young 

girls express their feelings 

relating to International 

Women’s Day. As the 

theme colour for 

International Women’s 

Day is purple, we 

decided to wear purple 

for our non-uniform day 

that was held on the 13th 

of March. We also had a 

whole school picture 

taken at break time in 

the playground to help 

everyone take part and 

also contribute by 

donating a minimum of 

50p. Overall after all our 

hard work we managed 

to raise a total of £280! 

Sophia 11F 

International Women’s Day 

“The theme of 

the day this 

year was ‘Make 

It Happen.’” 
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In March two groups of 

Year 9 students went to 

watch Othello performed 

at Shakespeare’s Globe 

Theatre. The 

performance ran for 90 

minutes; we left school at 

12:30 and returned about 

4:30. We travelled there 

by train, and walked 

from St. Paul’s station 

across the Millennium 

Bridge to the theatre. 

The theatre was a globe 

shape with an open roof 

so it was still chilly. We 

were very lucky to have 

the best seats on the 

lower gallery directly in 

front of the stage so we 

could see everything and 

didn’t get rained on! 

Some of us even brought 

blankets and pillows with 

us because we knew we 

were near the river so it 

would be very cold. 

The production was set 

during World War One so 

the actors were wearing 

army uniforms. It was 

fantastic because in 

normal theatres the 

actors would just stay on 

the stage, but this time 

the actors moved in 

between the audience 

and interacted with the 

audience. There was also 

a zip-line directly above 

us where the actors flew 

down during some 

scenes, which really 

added a shock factor to 

the performance, 

especially for those of us 

standing under it! 

Here are things that 

some students thought 

about the trip: 

 “I thought it was very 

engaging even though 

the language was 

Shakespearean. It was a 

fun experience and I 

thought it was very 

beneficial to me.” 

“I thought that this trip 

helped me to 

understand the play 

Othello a bit better. Also 

it helped me improve my 

English work as we are 

currently studying 

Othello.” 

Saman, Maariya and 

Wania Yr 9 

always develop in 

lessons. It also gives them 

an opportunity to show 

off their mathematical 

ability. The maths 

teachers choose the 

participants based on 

the results the students in 

the top sets achieve in 

the individual Maths 

Challenge. The 

participants are chosen 

in the top sets because 

the Maths Challenge is 

aimed at the top ability 

students. 

The most enjoyable thing 

about the Maths 

Challenge is that it shows 

Maths can be fun. 

Hanaa asked Ms. Isaac 

about the points needed 

to get a good score: “60-

The Maths Challenge is 

organised by the UKMT 

which stands for 'United 

Kingdom Maths Trust'. 

They organise a series of 

competitions around the 

whole of the UK for 

students to participate in. 

This includes a whole day 

event which revolves 

around problem solving. 

Whichever school wins 

goes on to compete, 

with other schools who 

have won their regional 

finals, in a national final. 

The Maths Challenge is 

beneficial to the school 

because it gives the 

more able students a 

chance to extend their 

problem solving skills, 

which they may not 

80 points is a good score. 

However it depends on 

the amount of rounds 

you play and the amount 

of points each round is 

worth.’ This year’s 

participants are Zoe, Jia, 

Khadija and Miriam. 

The more mathematically 

able students in year 8 

and 9 participate in the 

Maths Challenge. Ms 

Isaac said: "You need to 

be a problem-solver and 

you need to be logical to 

solve these problems.” So 

if that sounds like you, 

maybe you should try 

hard to get in the squad 

next year! 

Iza 9W 

Othello Trip 

Maths Challenge 

“The more 

mathematically 

able students in 

year 8 and 9 

participate in 

the maths 

challenge.” 
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On Wednesday 11th 

March 50 Year 7 pupils 

took part in a fun fitness 

workout fundraiser for 

Lepra. Lepra is a charity 

that raises awareness of 

leprosy and helps people 

all over the world. Lepra 

works with people 

affected by this disease 

to rebuild their lives. It 

also helps break down 

barriers for those with the 

disease and more 

importantly tries to 

prevent prejudices and 

neglect.  Leprosy is one 

of the oldest and most 

neglected diseases in the 

world and Lepra helps to 

treat, educate and 

rehabilitate. 

A special mention goes 

to Kylie Sanderson (7F) 

who worked tirelessly for 

the whole session and 

kept smiling the whole 

way through! 

Well done Kylie and all of 

the Year 7 pupils who 

took part. 

athletes stayed during 

the Olympics.  It is now 

being used for housing 

and is made up of lots of 

blocks of flats with parks, 

shops a doctors and a 

school scattered around.   

The days were spent 

looking at how the land is 

being used there, 

questioning the people 

who live there about the 

On Wednesday 11th and 

Thursday 12th March the 

Y10 GCSE Geographers 

made their way to 

Stratford Station to meet 

for their controlled 

assessment fieldwork. 

The fieldwork this year 

looks at how sustainable 

the East Village 

development is.  This is 

the area where the 

area and deciding what 

we thought of the 

development. 

The girls are now working 

on their write up and 

have made a brilliant 

start thanks to the 

excellent information 

they collected on the 

day. 

Ms S. Quinn                 

Head of Geography 

Year 7 Lepra Fundraiser 

Y10 Geography GCSE trip to East Village Stratford 

“This is the area 

where the 

athletes stayed 

during the 

Olympics.” 
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The Y9 Geography 

groups are currently 

looking at their global 

footprints.  This is a way of 

measuring the impact 

that our lifestyles have on 

the planet.  One of the 

things we have looked at 

is how much water we 

use and the fact that as 

the population increases, 

access to water is going 

to become much more 

difficult.  In the UK we use 

an average 104 litres per 

person per day (although 

some of our Y9s use a lot 

more than that!). 

Year 9s were set the 

challenge in March to 

design tools or systems 

that could help us 

reduce or reuse our 

water consumption.  

There were lots of brilliant 

enterprising ideas two of 

which are included 

below. 

Ms Quinn                                   

Head of Geography 

Y9 Water saving inventions 

“Behold the 

automatic and 

reduced flow 

shower!” 
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Last week on Monday 

23rd March, 30 year 8 

pupils were chosen to 

participate in a workshop 

called ‘Working in the 

City’ supported by ‘The 

Brokerage City Link’ at 

the UBS (Union Bank of 

Switzerland) Investment 

Bank. The brokerage city 

link is a charity that 

supports kids from 

primary school all the 

way up to university, to 

have a successful future 

if wanting to work in the 

city. 

Our journey took around 

20 minutes from 

Leytonstone station to 

Liverpool Street. Once 

we arrived, we all 

received name badges, 

which allowed us to go 

into the building. Whilst 

entering the bank we 

witnessed a formal 

conference in progress. 

Most of us were amazed 

by the bouncy carpet 

and mouth-watering 

burgers. We got into 

groups of 5 and a lady 

named Kaylee 

introduced herself as our 

workshop mentor for the 

day. We had to fill in 

booklets about ourselves 

and how confident we 

were with our knowledge 

of ‘The City’. We ate our 

lunch and without a 

doubt most of us were 

fascinated by the toilets. 

The door was blended 

into the wall so much 

that you wouldn’t think 

there was a door there. It 

had hand lotion, hand 

soap and towels! We had 

the chance to introduce 

ourselves and explain our 

future and back up job, 

weaknesses and 

strengths. We learnt 

many new and 

interesting facts about 

‘The City’ and the ‘UBS 

Investment Bank’ and we 

even got to interview 4 

people who work at the 

UBS to find out how their 

life at work is. We found 

out many new things 

about work at a bank 

that many of us did not 

know.  

 At the end of our 

workshop we played a 

Million Pound Drop game 

in 4 teams, none of the 

teams made it to the 

end, but the last 2 

remaining teams won the 

cookies. I had a great 

experience on this trip 

and I’m sure everyone 

else did as well. I’m really 

grateful that I was 

chosen for the trip, but 

most of all I wish to thank  

Ms Bergame and Mrs 

Wise for taking us on this 

memorable experience. 

Renae-Marie Bromfield-

Duval 8W 

develop communication 

skills. Pupils were highly 

engaged in all aspects of 

the event including when 

given a presentation task 

at the end of a group 

activity. Some of the year 

10 pupils took part in a 

filmed interview by 

Prospects and despite 

being a little nervous 

performed to an 

excellent standard. The 

year 10 pupils were well 

45 year 10 pupils took 

part in a careers fair at 

the Olympic Park 

organised by Prospects 

on Friday 20th March. The 

event enabled pupils to 

take part in a range of 

workshops which looked 

at how pupils could 

develop their future 

employment skills. There 

were workshops on IT 

apprenticeships and 

drama role plays to 

behaved and a real 

credit to the school. 

Many thanks also to Mrs 

Thorndyke for assisting 

the supervision of the 

visit. 

Mr P. Phillips 

Head of CCPSHE 

‘Working in the City’ workshop 

Year 10 visit the Olympic park for a careers fair 

“We learnt 

many new and 

interesting facts    

about ‘The City’ 

and the ‘UBS 

Investment 

Bank’.” 
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To prepare for their GCSE 

fieldwork, the Y10 

Geography groups 

visited the Crystal, a 

museum on sustainability 

in Royal Victoria Docks.   

The students initially 

found why we need to 

be more sustainable 

before going on to look 

at how we can do that 

by building sustainable 

communities.  The 

museum looks at 8 main 

areas which include 

transport and energy as 

well as healthcare and 

security. 

By the end of the trip the 

Y10s had a really clear 

understanding of what a 

sustainable community 

would include.  This set 

them up perfectly for 

their Controlled 

Assessment trip a few 

weeks later. 

“It was really interesting 

as it used modern 

technology so it was very 

interactive.” – Georgia  

“The theatre was a mind 

blowing experience” – 

Rukhsar 

“I liked making the wind 

energy” – Saman 

“I really liked designing 

my own house, it was 

Following the success of 

the Y10 visit, the Y9 

students all visited the 

Crystal too.  Again the 

students were 

overwhelmingly positive 

about the museum 

although some were not 

very impressed by the 

DLR! This is what they had 

to say about the 

experience:- 

really interesting selecting 

the different parts” – 

Sadia 

“I liked acting out the 

different types of energy 

because it was great 

exercise!” - Kainaat  

Ms S. Quinn 

Head of Geography 

Y9 & Y10 Trips to the Crystal at Royal Victoria Docks 

“ The theatre 

was a mind 

blowing 

experience.” 
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Our school was lucky 

enough to participate in 

the BBC School Report, 

where a news team 

consisting of various roles 

such as editors, 

photographers, journalists 

and illustrators partook in 

the duties of journalists 

writing about 

international events and 

events within our school. 

We were lead by the 

team’s commissioning 

editors alongside Miss 

Burton and Miss Leonard 

writing up articles and 

uploading reports online. 

Throughout the whole 

day, article after article 

was being released; new 

reports being produced 

by everyone at work.  

Reports were on, not only 

school events, but global 

events as well. All persons 

present were dedicated 

to their work. 

“The School Report 

made good use of my 

time and will be 

beneficial in the future if I 

am to pursue the subject, 

everyone was working 

their hardest to meet the 

deadlines as if it were 

their real job, which it 

was, and I am glad we 

had such a great 

opportunity that we 

followed through with it. I 

liked it very much,” said 

one of our animators.  

We were able to 

complete all our online 

articles as well as make 

broadcasts and 

recordings to introduce 

the team and our 

occupations. Overall, it 

was a very rewarding 

event which everyone 

appreciated. 

Maryam 9S 

was successful because 

the actors changed the 

settings and costumes of 

the play to give it a more 

modern edge which 

enabled us to relate to it; 

however they stuck to 

the original 

On Monday the 23rd of 

February 2015, a theatre 

production of Romeo 

and Juliet was performed 

by The Young 

Shakespeare Company 

in the afternoon for year 

10 pupils. This was done 

to help us understand the 

Romeo and Juliet play, 

witnessing the conflict 

between the two 

families, so we could 

write about it in our 

controlled assessment.  

We thought that the 

performance was 

performed exceptionally 

well, and had a very 

different outlook on the 

original Shakespearean 

version. The interpretation 

BBC School Report  

Young Shakespeare Company’s 

Performance of Romeo and Juliet 

“We thought that 

the performance 

was performed 

exceptionally 

well, and had a 

very different 

outlook on the 

original 

Shakespearean 

version.” 
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Shakespearean script to 

keep the initial vibe of 

the play alive. 

Marissa Folami 10C and 

Cheyenne Holborough 

10S  



seize the day 

H E A D TE A C H E R  

M S  S A L L Y  WA L K E R  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Connaught School for 

Girls were out in force 

again at NJIRC this year 

which is the biggest 

indoor rowing event in 

the world.  We had 45 

pupils attend and a 

great day was had by all.  

The best rowers on the 

day were Marta Ribeiro 

(7S) and Tia Fernandez 

(9S). Well done girls.  

Congratulations also to 

the relay teams for their 

fantastic effort. 

Ms R Tairi 

Head of Physical 

Education 

NJIRC 2015 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Dates for your Diary 
Last Day of Term    - Thursday 2nd April 2015 
(school closes at 12pm for Years 7, 8 & 9  
and at 1pm for Years 10 & 11)  

First Day back after Spring Term Break - Monday 20th April 2015  

Year 10 Parents’ Evening   - Tuesday 28th April 2015 

May Day Bank Holiday   - Monday 4th May 2015 

Staff Training Day   - Thursday 7th May 2015 

Leavers’ Tea (school closes at 1pm) - Friday 8th May 2015 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday  - Monday 25th to Friday 29th May 2015 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening   - Thursday 4th June 2015 

Sports Day    - Tuesday 16th June 2015 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day  - Wednesday 17th June 2015 

Staff Training Day   - Thursday 18th June 2015 

Last School Day of the Academic Year - Friday 17th July 2015 

Staff Start 2015-2016   - Tuesday 1st September 2015 

Students start 2015-2016   - Wednesday 2nd September 2015 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

