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 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

As this is our first newsletter of 2015 I would like to wish you and your families a peaceful 

and successful new year which finds you all in good health. 

At Connaught we have got off to a good start and I would like to thank you for your 

support.  The standard of school uniform is very high and the majority of girls are 

punctual to school.  Our attendance for this year is currently  96%, an impressive figure 

indeed.  However, I still need to ask you to try and make appointments out of school 

hours if at all possible.  Also, holidays during term time will be counted as unauthorised 

absence.  As well as valuable learning missed, this may have a detrimental effect on 

applications to colleges in future years. 

The School Council have been very active over the past few weeks.  They recently met 

with Waltham Forest Catering Service and our school cook to discuss their views on 

school dinners.  It was a very productive meeting where the girls learnt a lot about 

nutritional restrictions and the cost of making 400 meals a day.  Some of the older girls 

met Councillor Mark Rusling during his recent visit to the school.  Following  a visit from 

local MP John Cryer, all the School Council members are visiting the Houses of  

Parliament just after half term. 

At the end of the autumn term, all students were asked to complete a questionnaire 

about their views of the school.  As a whole staff we have considered their opinions 

very carefully and included some suggestions in the draft of a new School 

Development Plan.  After half term there will be further opportunities for the students to 

unpick the questions in roundtable discussions with a member of the leadership team. 

The extra lunchtime activities and facilities are going well.  I am particularly pleased 

with Year 10 students who are supervising the Year 7 and 8 games club.  The majority 

of Year 10 are now stepping up and taking on responsible roles around the school.  

Over the next few weeks a number of them will be chosen to take on the role of 

prefects.   Good luck to them all.  During the week of March 9th – 13th we will be 

celebrating International Women’s Day.  A programme of events is being planned 

including outside speakers, a breakfast, competitions, tutor time activities and 

culminating in a “wear purple day” on the 13th.  We are looking forward to it and will 

report back in the next newsletter. 

It was a pleasure to meet so many Year 11 parents at their parents evening in January.  

I enjoyed talking to you and hearing your views about the school.  I am very much 

looking forward to meeting Year 9 and 8 parents before the end of term. 

Best wishes          Sally Walker 



You may remember 

reading in the last 

newsletter about the 

year 10 GCSE Art group’s 

visit to the “Tangled 

Yarns” exhibition, 

showing at the William 

Morris Gallery. After the 

visit, students continued 

to develop their ideas 

and last week were 

invited back to the 

gallery to show the fruits 

of their labour. 

Connaught students 

proudly modelled their 

finished t- shirts at a 

fashion show and 

exhibited 2D and 3D art 

pieces alongside work by 

local artist Alke Schmidt. 

The show was a huge 

success with innovative t-

shirt designs being 

proudly modelled by the 

students themselves who 

were, as always, a credit 

to the school. Alke and 

Fenella Magnus (Head of 

Fashion at Waltham 

Forest College) judged 

Faiza Malik’s work the 

winning piece, awarding 

her the prize for her 

innovative design 

incorporating a wide 

range of techniques.  

Well done to all the 

students who took part 

and a special thanks to 

those who gave up their 

time to model  so 

professionally. 

Mrs G. Wensley 

Art Department 

BBC News presenter and 

former teacher Huw 

Edwards says: "Over the 

years I've run many 

journalism workshops in 

schools. So I've seen how 

much fun it can be and 

how much can be learnt 

when there are real 

deadlines, real 

audiences and real 

standards to meet. I'm 

involved because I want 

to give young people the 

chance to make the 

news themselves and I 

want to share the 

principles of good 

We’re very excited to 

have just started 

planning stories for the 

BBC School Report –  a 

collaborative project run 

by BBC News and BBC 

Learning. The initiative 

gives 11-16 year-old 

students in the UK the 

chance to make their 

own news reports for a 

real audience.  With 

support from BBC staff, It 

helps year 8 and 9 

students develop their 

journalistic skills to 

become School 

Reporters.  

journalism.” This year, 

News Day falls on  March 

19th; with schools across 

the country taking part, 

simultaneously creating 

video, audio and text-

based news reports and 

publishing them on a 

school website, to which 

the BBC links.  We’ve 

already started getting 

our ideas together and 

are very excited about 

Connaught’s School 

Report 2015! 

Ms C. Burton 

English Department 

 

William Morris Gallery Fashion Event 

BBC School Report 

“ An innovative 

design 

incorporating a 

wide range of 

techniques.” 
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Faiza Malik 
On the stairs 

With Alke 



Students had a fantastic 

day at the Waltham 

Forest Borough 

Badminton Competition, 

held at the Redbridge 

Sports Centre. Two teams 

represented Connaught 

in the under 16's 

category and one team 

in the under 14's 

competition.  

Team A in the under 

16's won the borough 

competition overall. They 

showed fantastic 

commitment and skill 

throughout the day and 

the students fitness levels 

were tested. The girls in 

Team A competed in the 

next stage of the London 

Schools’ competition 

winning the silver medal 

at the Copperbox Arena.  

Team B showed 

dedication and 

enthusiasm and their skills 

developed hugely as 

well as their confidence 

throughout the 

competition.  

The under 14's team 

came 3rd within their 

age group against seven 

other schools. It was clear 

to see they had 

determination to play 

well throughout the 

competition. Their 

knowledge of scoring 

and how to win a point 

started to show in the 

later matches as they 

were learning how to 

play competitively. 

Some students were 

approached by county 

players and were invited 

to attend free training 

sessions on a Saturday 

morning. All competing 

students should be proud 

of themselves. Their 

effort, commitment and 

Ms Izobo's coaching on a 

Friday evenings have 

paid off greatly. Well 

done to all and thanks to 

Ms Izobo for her hard 

work with the Badminton 

Squad. 

Mrs T. Watson 

Head of P.E. Department 

is just over £400.  This is a 

great achievement so 

far. The committee have 

other events that will be 

taking place before the 

end of this half term, 

these include a  non 

uniform day, Mendhi 

Designs at 3.20pm in 

Room 1 and a Valentines 

Breakfast. These  will all 

happen on Friday 13th 

February.                            

The Year 11's are 

currently selling tickets for 

the Valentines Breakfast 

The Year 11 Leavers Tea 

Committee Kulsoom, 

Tasmim, Freya and Fajar 

have been working 

extremely hard to host 

events such as selling Hot 

Chocolate,  Cup Cakes 

and Raffling off a variety 

of goodies. to raise 

money for their  final 

celebrations and 

culmination of 5 Years at 

Connaught which will 

take place  on Friday 8th 

May.                                 

So far the amount raised 

and Mendhi, so be sure 

to get yours before they 

run out.                               

This year the Leavers Tea 

is in two parts.  A 

formal  presentation of 

speeches and awards in 

the school hall  followed 

by a boat trip down the 

River Thames with a disco 

and DJ on board.  This is 

something new for 

Connaught pupils and I 

am sure it will be a lovely 

day full of memories  of 

their time at school and 

Borough Badminton Competition 

The Class of 2015 

“They were all a 

credit to the 

school and 

should be 

proud of 

themselves.” 
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with each other.        

There will be many more 

events to raise money so 

look out for the posters 

around the school and in  

form rooms. The support 

from pupils and staff has 

been fantastic and Year 

11, myself and the 

Committee would like to 

say how much we 

appreciate  your             

generosity. Thank you 

very much. 

Susan  Diamond        

Head of Year 11 



Just before Christmas, our 

school council reps 

came up with the idea to 

support people who are 

not as privileged as we 

are. After researching 

about local charities we 

decided to visit one of 

our nearest homeless 

shelters: ‘Shelter from the 

Storm’. We supported the 

residents by making them 

feel loved and treasured 

this Christmas.  

‘Shelter from the Storm’ is 

situated in North London. 

They are not associated 

with any other 

organisations and 

depend on volunteers 

from within the 

community. They are 

extremely successful at 

providing 24 homeless 

people with 

accommodation and 

find some full time 

employment!  ‘Shelter 

from the Storm’ provides 

food and beds every 

night throughout the 

year. In 2014, they 

provided a total of 13,799 

beds for people.   

The School Council 

Committee thought it 

would be a great idea to 

launch 'Blessings Bags.' 

These bags contained 

luxury items such as 

shower gels, shampoo, 

socks and confectionary 

all donated by the 

students. Each form 

group donated two bags 

and the items in the four 

extra bags were 

donated by the staff. 

On the evening of 17th 

December four girls 

travelled to the shelter 

with Ms Walker to speak 

to some of the residents 

and give them their 

presents and have a 

tour. One of the students 

summed up the success 

of this initiative: “As a 

school we feel that it is 

very important to help 

those who are not as 

privileged as we are. 

Helping our community is 

very important especially 

because we believe it is 

crucial to make 

everyone feel welcome 

and appreciated.” 

Sophia 11F 

Caribbean Breakfast, this 

year has seen  girls model 

their own designs at the 

William Morris Gallery, 

taking inspiration from 

the German artist Alke 

Schmidt. Also in art, girls 

are studying the Spanish 

artist Gaudi and 

producing their own 

ceramics, rather like 

those at Barcelona’s 

Parc Guell.   Starting in 

their CPSHE lessons, girls 

are participating in the 

worldwide Fair Trade 

Connaught has applied 

for reaccreditation of its 

International  School 

Award. This is in 

recognition of the wide 

range of international 

activities that take place 

during the year.              

As well European Day of 

Languages with its 

continental Breakfast 

and Black History Month 

with its French  anti-

slavery rap and 

Fortnight  and preparing 

for International 

Women’s Day, 

celebrating the 

achievements of women 

all over the world. At the 

same time girls are 

preparing for their visit to 

Paris at Easter where they 

will meet up with pupils 

from a  French school.   

Ms A. Ball 

Modern Foreign 

Languages department 

Shelter from the Storm 

International School Award 

“As a school we 

feel that it is 

very important 

to help those 

who are not as 

privileged as we 

are.” 
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On February 6th, ‘Center 

of the Cell’ (in affiliation 

with St. Mary’s College 

University of London) 

visited Connaught School 

for Girls and hosted two 

science outreach shows.  

A show called 

“Sensational” was 

presented to Year 7 and 

8 pupils. The show was all 

about the weird and 

wonderful world of the 

senses, and more 

interestingly, how they 

can sometimes be 

tricked. Both year groups 

were enthusiastic and 

inquisitive as they 

thoughtfully asked 

questions. The second 

show, presented to Year 

9 and 10 pupils, was 

called “Trauma”. The 

presenters explained to 

the pupils the role of 

blood in our bodies, and 

specifically how the 

human body reacts 

during a traumatic 

physical injury in order to 

repair itself. Ms. Krunic 

organized the outreach 

event, with support and 

help from Mr. Patterson. 

The intent behind the 

event was to provide 

Connaught pupils with a 

unique science 

experience as an early 

kick off to the 

celebration of Science 

Week commencing next 

month.  

Ms M. Krunic 

Science department 

the role of past designers 

and the influence of style 

and fashion when 

designing. 

Creativity of design 

features and the use of 

texture and colour of 

different timbers gave 

pupils an insight into 

aesthetics by natural 

means as well as form 

and function. 

Using 

hardwood 

offcuts, 

year 8 

pupils 

designed 

and made Art Deco 

Clocks using the 

specified clock 

mechanism. Pupils 

gained an awareness of 

the Art Deco movement 

and applied this style to 

their work  to appreciate 

Ms T. Graydon 

Head of Design 

Technology 

 

Science Shows from Centre of the Cell 

Designing for a client inspired by Art Deco 

 

“Both year 

groups were 

enthusiastic and 

inquisitive as 

they thoughtfully 

asked 

questions.”  
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Suha Hussain 8F 

Renae-Marie Bromfield– 

Duval 



Over 70 students from all 

year groups took part in 

our Christmas Concert on 

the evening of 18th 

December. The steel 

band opened the 

concert with a medley of 

Jingle Bells and Silent 

Night which was followed 

by the whole school choir 

singing Christmas carols 

and songs. We then 

heard the angelic voices 

of Hafsah Iman Ali 8F and 

Aliyah Bashir 8C in a 

rendition of The Angel 

Gabriel. Various 

instrumentalists were 

featured throughout the 

evening, including our 

woodwind group, helped 

by the talented Ms 

Noakes on clarinet. 

Halfway through the 

concert we were treated 

to some beautiful Indian 

dancing from sisters 

Brinder and Kiran Chana 

and a wonderful piece of 

Christmas comedy given 

by drama students from 

Years 7 and 11. 

There were many solo 

and small group items, 

including three Year 7 

girls singing Have Yourself 

a Merry Little Christmas 

and Year 11’s 

performance of Do you 

want to build a snowman 

accompanied by Khara 

Harper-Daley and 

Anoushka Lawrenson at 

the piano.  There was a 

really lovely atmosphere 

throughout the evening 

and everyone went 

home full of festive 

cheer.  

Mrs R. Sanger 

Head of Music 

Christmas Concert 2014 

“There was a 

really lovely 

atmosphere 

throughout the 

evening and 

everyone went 

home full of 

festive cheer.” 
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seize the day 

H E A D TE A C H E R  

M S  S A L L Y  WA L K E R  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

In December 50 Year 7 

pupils took part in a 

Christmas themed Jump 

Rope for Heart event to 

raise money for the British 

Heart Foundation.  The 

event was a huge 

success and the girls 

raised over £1,100 which 

is an outstanding effort.  

On the day the girls 

completed the Silver Skip 

demonstration, and there 

were prizes for the 

‘longest skip’ and the 

‘best partner skip’.  The 

event finished off with 

some double dutch and 

long rope skipping. 

Special mention must go 

to Muqadas Ahmed (7C) 

who raised £190.  Well 

done Muqadas. 

Extra special mention 

must also go to Ms 

Graydon and Ms Skelly, 

tutors of 7W and 7F as 

they also skipped on the 

day! 

Thank you to everyone 

who took part. 

Ms Tairi 

Head of Year 7 

Jump Rope for Heart 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Dates for your Diary 

First Day back after Half-Term - Monday 23rd February 2015  

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 26th February 2015 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 19th March 2015 

Spring Term Break  - Friday 3rd to Friday 17th April 2015 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 25th to Friday 29th May 2015 

Staff Training Days  - Thursday 7th May 2015 & Thursday 18th June 2015 

Sports Day   - Tuesday 16th June 2015 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 17th June 2015 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 17th July 2015 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

