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Highlights of the 

new academic year 

so far: 

 Wonderful GCSE  

examination results! 

 Our new Year 7 

have made a great 

start at Connaught 

 Many fabulous trips 

and visits, including 

going abroad 

 Hundreds visit 

Connaught on our 

vibrant Open 

Evening 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

It is with great pleasure that I write my first newsletter as Headteacher of Connaught 

School for Girls. 

We have made an excellent start to the new school year and all the new students and 

staff, including myself have settled in really well. 

The school is proud of the very good GCSE results achieved by Year 11 last year.  67% of 

girls achieved 5A* - C including English and Maths and the number of students making 

three or more levels of progress in English Language and Maths was an impressive 89% 

and 75% respectively.  We would like to wish all of last year’s students every success in 

the future. 

As the new Headteacher I am very encouraged by 

the potential there is in the school.  The talented 

and experienced staff and governors work tirelessly 

to provide your daughters with the best education. I 

am here as a fresh pair of eyes to work with the staff 

and lead the school to further successes. 

Connaught girls are delightful.  They are great 

ambassadors for the school.  They are friendly, 

respectful and hardworking, which is a credit to you all.   

I would like to thank you for sending your daughters to school, fully equipped, in smart 

school  uniform and on time. 

Student attendance at Connaught is excellent, but can I remind you that extended 

holidays during term time will not be authorised and you are risking losing your      

daughters’ places. 

At the beginning of term we reviewed our school rules about hand held electronic    

devices and decided that we did not want students bringing iPods and tablets such as 

iPads into school. The rule about mobile phones is unchanged. 

As has always been the case, if you have any issues you would like to discuss please 

telephone the school to speak to or to arrange an appointment to see a member of 

staff or myself. 

I look forward to working with you very much. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker, Headteacher. 



This year the History     

Department has had a 

higher uptake at KS4 for 

GCSE. With this increased 

popularity we had to 

organise to visit Belgium 

twice so that all History 

students could             

experience this annual 

Battlefields trip.  

Like previous years, 

students were visiting key 

WW1 sites such as Tyne 

Cot Memorial, 

Langemarck Cemetery 

and the Menin Gate.  

This year the visit had 

extra significance as it is 

the centenary of the start 

of the First World War. 100 

years ago servicemen 

went off to fight for ‘King 

and Country’ in the 

name of patriotism; 

many never to return 

home. This ‘War to end 

all Wars’ has never been 

forgotten and students 

got to see many aspects 

of war life in the Cloth 

Hall Museum in Ypres. 

Ypres has particular 

importance as it was the 

focus of much fighting in 

attempts to prevent the 

Germans gaining control 

of the British ports. 

Students hopefully 

grasped the significance 

of this; particularly when 

visiting the war graves 

and seeing first-hand 

how many lives had 

been sacrificed. They 

also got to walk in the 

footsteps of soldiers as 

they walked in the 

trenches at Sanctuary 

Wood.  

As always we finish the 

day at the nightly Menin 

Gate ceremony, which I 

hope was an emotive 

experience for the girls, 

especially when 

surrounded by such a 

large crowd, all gathered 

to pay respect and hear 

the ‘Last Post’ to honour 

the dead.  

All in all, the annual 

Belgium Battlefields trip, is 

always a successful day, 

which allows students to 

reflect on the past, to see 

the consequences of 

War and to reflect on 

how best to ‘remember’. 

Of course, the day does 

have its extra perk as the 

students get to enjoy 

some fantastic Belgian 

chocolate! 

I would like to thank all 

staff who made the trip 

so successful and to 

those History students 

who carried themselves 

with maturity and 

respect. You made 

Connaught proud! Thank 

you.  

Miss Skelly 

(Thanks to Mr Smith for 

photos) 

World War One Battlefields Tour 2014 

100 years ago 

servicemen 

went off to 

fight for ‘King 

and Country’ 
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By Rachel Mabika 

Although our time in Belgium was short, it was both eventful 

and emotional. Our emotions throughout the trip ranged 

from excited to depressed. We gained a lot of insight on the 

lives that were affected by World War One from both sides of 

the story. My favourite part of the trip was going into the tun-

nels and trenches because we got to experience what the 

soldiers went through. It was an educational and fun trip and 

I only wish we could have stayed longer.  



Year 9 have been       

involved in the Legacy 

Careers Project, which is 

a scheme borne out of 

the 2012 London          

Olympics. The aims of the 

workshops have been to 

inspire young people to 

think seriously about their 

future careers and to 

better understand career 

options. 

The first 2 days of the 5 

day workshops were  

completed in July 2014. 

The year 9 pupils had to 

create a business plan 

that related to an       

opportunity in the    

Olympic Park. They had 

to consider the design, 

health and safety 

measures and finance. 

The final task was to    

present each business 

plan to the year group 

and compete for places 

on a trip to the Bank of 

England. The winning 

group was ‘Hush’ and 

their idea was to open 

an outdoor cinema. 

Days 3 and 4 of the 

workshops took place this 

September. The Year 9 

pupils learnt about 

presentation skills and 

took part in designing a 

set for film. A film crew 

came in to school to 

conduct some activities 

about set design.  

Also, the year 9 pupils 

had to prepare for an 

interview with an 

employer, so that they 

could experience what 

happens in meetings with 

professionals. The 

employers were very 

impressed with Year 9, as 

many pupils had gone 

away and researched 

their possible future 

professions.  

Overall, year 9 have had 

4 successful days where 

they have started 

thinking about their 

futures and what they 

need to do to achieve 

their goals. The Legacy 

Careers trainers were 

very impressed with the 

pupils, as they were both 

enthusiastic and very 

responsive to the 

programme. We look 

forward to the final day 

which will be on 

Wednesday 19th 

November. 

Ms. Maniar 

Year 9 Legacy Project 

 

A scheme 

borne out of 

the 2012 

London 

Olympics. 
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All students in Year 7, 8 

and 9 sat their STAR 

Reading test for this term, 

and have now received 

their assessment for their 

reading. Please check 

the inside of the 

homework diary for the 

reading range. 

We are really pleased 

that the percentage of 

students at or above 

the expected reading 

levels in Years 8 & 9 

have risen form below 

60% to over 70% in just 

one year! 

Each student now has 

a points target based 

upon their individual 

assessments. Progress 
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Year 9 Visit to the Bank of England 

The winning team from 

the Year 9 Legacy 

Project, “Hush” was 

awarded the prize of 

spending a day at the 

Bank of England. The 

pupils enjoyed the day 

out and gained from 

such a valuable 

experience. Here are 

what some of the 

winning group had to 

say: 

“My trip to the Bank of 

England along with my 

team (Hush) from the 

Legacy Careers Project 

was interesting. We first 

went to the Bank of 

England museum where 

we learnt about the 

history of the bank and 

money in England. We 

worked in groups and 

answered some 

questions. Next we went 

to one of the top floors of 

the bank into a large 

room and had lunch. 

When we’d eaten, our 

guide for the day told us 

more about business, 

then put us into groups 

and assigned us to 

design a £10 bank note. 

My group had Tom Daley 

on ours along with the 

Olympic logo as this is a 

recent event that took 

place in England – and 

of course Tom 

represented the country. 

We chose to make the 

note plastic so that it 

cannot be easily copied 

or damaged. We each 

received Bank of 

England badges as 

souvenirs, learnt more 

about finance, tax and 

insurance and finally it 

was time for us to make 

our way back to 

Leytonstone. It was a 

productive day and a 

great opportunity.“ by 

Alisha Zubair 

“My team (Hush) won the 

Legacy Project 

competition last school 

year, making up a design 

for the Orbit in the 

Olympic Park, which 

rewarded us with a trip to 

the Bank of England. 

It was a great 

experience, especially if 

you think that not a lot of 

people actually get to 

visit that place. First of all, 

we were all introduced 

to our Tour Guide; Rosa. 

She took us a few streets 

down to the Bank of 

England museum to find 

out a few things and 

write the answers down 

in a given booklet.  

My team (Sarah, 

Jasdeep, Maryam and I) 

won since we answered 

the most questions and 

got them right (our prize 

was a badge). 

After that, we went back 

to the actual building of 

the Bank of England and 

we were taken by Rosa 

to a room, where we got 

served lunch, (which 

tasted really delicious). 

Afterwards, we talked to 

a few volunteers who 

were workers of the bank 

(I got to talk to Ellie and 

Catherine); we asked 

them about their past 

and how they got to be 

a worker in the Bank of 

England. 

We got the opportunity 

to design our own layout 

of the new money that is 

going to be in England in 

2016, Sarah’s group won. 

Then it was already time 

to head back home. 

Thank you Mr Phillips for 

taking us there,” 

Julia Wendt 9F. 

can be monitored via 

the AR Home 

Connect, found on the 

Connaught School 

website under the 

‘services’ tab.  

Watch out for regular 

updates and good 

luck with your reading! 

Mr. Dorrell 

Head of English 



Trip to St. Albans 

European Day of Languages 
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The day was set for the re

-scheduled humanities 

trip to St. Albans. The 

pupils undertook some 

geography field work, 

worked in the impressive 

Cathedral and looked at 

how the Black Death had 

affected St. Albans for 

their history work. The 

weather was fortuitous 

and the pupils had an 

excellent day with 

Cathedral staff 

commenting on how the 

pupils were "some of the 

finest students that had 

visited them.” 

Year 9 Netball 
The result for the first 

league match for the 

Year 9 Netball team was 

a 12 - 5 win. This was 

away against Buxton 

School. The students 

played really well and 

are starting to use high 

level tactics and thinking 

within the game.  

The next league matches 

were played on Thursday 

2nd October. The 

students did  really well 

and were starting to 

show commitment and 

teamwork in the games 

they played. Star player 

of the 1st League Match 

was Jasdeep for her 

excellent effort and 

intercepting the ball a 

number of times within 

the match. Star players of 

the 2nd league matches 

were Georgia John and 

Simran Chana for their 

shooting skills. The last 

league matches will be 

played Thursday 23rd 

October and I am sure 

we are going to be 

scoring lots of goals for 

the last games.  

The Year 9 Netball team 

also took part in a 

tournament at the 

Redbridge Sports Centre. 

The girls played 

extremely well but 

unfortunately lost all 

games. The team are 

really developing their 

skills and it is definitely 

showing in matches 

against other schools. 

Well done to all the girls 

for all your hard work and 

commitment.  

Tara Watson           

Subject Leader of 

Physical Education 

 

 

 

The 26th September 

marks European Day of 

Languages every 

year and this year 

we started the day 

with breakfast with 

a difference. A 

hundred girls 

arrived to choose 

from a selection of 

French croissants, 

German cheese 

and salami and 

Spanish doughnuts 

and chocolate 

sauce.  

 The day went on 

with the Teach a 

Friend a Language 

project and girls 

lucky enough to 

speak another 

language at home 

had the 

opportunity to 

teach others. 

A Ball 

Languages 

Department 



seize the day 

H E A D TE A C H E R  

M S  S A L L Y  WA L K E R  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dates for your Diary 

Half term holiday          Monday 27th October-Friday 31st October 

Mock GCSE exams       Monday 8th December 

Last day of term            Friday 19th December 

Many people are 

struggling to both 

heat their homes and 

feed their families.  

Is this the situation 

you find yourself in? 

The Food Bank may be able to help you through a difficult patch by providing 

free food for a limited period. The Food Bank is a registered charity. 

 

Talk to someone who you know from among the following professionals who 

can assess your needs and provide you with a referral to the Food Bank. 

 

Social Housing Officer; Health Worker; Midwife or Doctor; LBWF Officer; An 

Officer of any Religious Institution; CAB Officer; Credit Union Officer; Trades 

Union Officer; Local Political Party Officer or an Officer of any other Welfare 

Institution. 

Do You Need Help? 

0800 772 0212 

How Connaught School for Girls are helping: 
 

In the Product Design department all the wood we use is sustainably sourced 

hardwood and softwood.  

 

All offcuts are collected and small fire starter bags are made from recycled 

lunch bags.  

 

All staff or students who take a bag should donate something suitable to the 

food bank. All donations will be taken to the food bank collection point in 

Walthamstow, Jewel Road by Ms. Graydon every Wednesday. 

 

If you have an open fire or a wood burner and are interested in the fire starter 

packs please see Ms. Graydon with your donations. 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

