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Dear Parents/Carers 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the support which you give to the 

school.  I am absolutely committed to working together with you so that your daughter 

receives the best education possible.  I am grateful for the importance you put on your 

daughter’s education and that is demonstrated in the students’ high attendance, 

excellent punctuality and the way that they are dressed and prepared for learning each 

day they come to school. 

Parent attendance at our evening ‘Time for Us’ sessions is improving and we are keen to 

provide even more sessions and after listening to your requests  we will plan more 

workshops for the Spring and Summer terms. 

We continue to wait for our Ofsted inspection.  Due to changes in Ofsted’s framework 

we will receive a one day inspection with 2 inspectors and if their judgement is that we 

continue to be a ‘Good’ school then we won’t be inspected for 3 years.  If not, then 

they will follow up with a full 2 day inspection.  We are only given half a day’s notice but 

at that point, I will contact you and request that you fill out the formal Ofsted survey.  

Positive responses from parents  reflect very well on a school. 

I would like to thank everyone who responded to the consultation on the Behaviour for 

Learning Policy and those of you who have responded to our new style progress report.  

Your views are very important to us. 

The girls have worked very hard this term and have displayed high levels of good 

behaviour.  As we approach the end of term the year 7s are excited about their year 

group visit to the cinema as others rehearse for our Winter Concert which we are all 

looking forward to. 

School will finish on Friday 18th December at 12.00 pm for years 10 & 11 and 1.00 p.m. for 

years 7, 8 and 9.  School re-opens at 8.30 a.m. on Monday 4th January. 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and restful winter holiday and health and 

happiness for you all in 2016. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker. 



On the 19th of November 

the Year 11s went to see 

the play production of 

‘Of Mice and Men’ 

starring James Franco 

and Chris O’Dowd. This 

year we are studying the 

novel so it was a great 

opportunity to see it in a 

different light. It was a 

great production and the 

actors did a brilliant job 

of portraying the 

characters of George 

and Lennie. 

At the beginning we 

were apprehensive 

about the portrayal of 

the characters, however 

after a while we began 

to warm to the actors as 

they grew into the 

characters. The actors 

were good overall 

despite Lennie 

occasionally breaking 

out into an Irish accent. 

James Franco divided 

opinions with his portrayal 

of George. Some 

thought he was fantastic 

but others preferred the 

performance of Gary 

Sinise in the film adaption 

because it seemed as if 

James was struggling to 

play the role and speak 

his lines at the same time. 

Chris O’Dowd played an 

excellent Lennie Small 

however some thought 

that he was trying to play 

John Malkovich’s version 

of Lennie as opposed to 

making the role his own. 

Nonetheless he did a 

good job of keeping the 

role consistent. 

The stage set up was 

great as there were 

interesting transitions 

between the different 

scenes, for example, the 

transition between the 

brush and the bunkhouse 

was clever because the 

set was lowered from 

above and the actors 

contributed by 

appearing as though 

they were working in 

character while really 

changing the scenery. 

Overall everybody 

enjoyed the show and it 

helped us to gain a 

deeper understanding of 

the novel to help with our 

studies. 

Molly O’Brien 11F and 

Austeja Grabauskaite 

11W 

I would like to thank all 

the year 11 girls who 

helped me 

organise the 

Bake Sale, 

my 

colleagues 

who helped 

on the day 

and all the 

people who 

came to 

buy cakes! 

We will look 

to have 

another 

Bake Sale 

next year. 

Monsieur 

Huber    

Modern Foreign 

Languages Department 

On Thursday 26th 

November, year 11 

organised a Bake Sale in 

order to fundraise money 

for their Leaver’s Tea. 

Thanks to the help of all 

of the students who 

brought in cakes, 

cupcakes, doughnuts, 

biscuits etc. We had A 

LOT of delicious things to 

sell at break time (and on 

the following day!)  

Staff also organised their 

own bake sale in the staff 

room, in order to help the 

year 11 group.   

It proved very popular 

with the whole school as 

we managed to raise just 

over £500 towards our 

year 11 Leaver’s Tea.  

Visit to see ‘Of Mice and Men’ 

Year 11 Bake Sale 

“This year we 

are studying the 

novel so it was 

a great 

opportunity to 

see it in a 

different light.”  
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On the 26th of 

November, seven of the 

BBC school reporters had 

an opportunity to go to 

the BBC studios courtesy 

of Ms Burton. Along with 

us, there were four other 

schools there and after a 

quick briefing we were 

rearranged to work in 

groups with other 

people. We had the task 

of designing a game, 

music video or animation 

on their website, Mixital. 

Sadia and I were 

interviewed on our 

opinion of the website 

which I have to admit, 

although I suspected it 

would happen, it was 

quite nerve wracking. 

Mixital is a website 

designed for young 

people to delve into the 

creative side of their 

brain. The website has 

various activities on it. 

You can create a scene 

for Eastenders, create a 

music video or develop  

a dance for Strictly 

Come Dancing. 

At lunch we talked to 

three people from BBC 

radio one and BBC radio 

one extra. They told us 

that even if you do 

something other than 

media at university you 

can still get a job in the 

BBC. One of the ladies 

was an English major told 

us that they require a 

variety of people rather 

than one kind. She went 

on to say how that 

created a better work 

environment which I 

found inspiring. 

Overall the trip was 

enjoyable and wasn’t like 

how I expected it to be. 

If you want to visit their 

website then you can go 

to: https://

www.mixital.co.uk/. Try 

your hand at the 

activities there, make 

your own music video or 

clip from Eastenders (just 

make sure you watch the 

tutorials-something we 

overlooked).  

Sakeena Tungekar 10C   

In recognition of the 

International Dimension 

to teaching and learning 

in Connaught we have 

once again received  an 

International School 

Award. Year 8 German 

students are seen here 

proudly holding the flag 

received from the British 

Council. 

Ms A Ball 

MFL department 

Visit to the BBC 

International School Award  

“Mixital is a 

website 

designed for 

young people 

to delve into the 

creative side of 

their brain.”  
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This term, girls in Ms 

Noakes’ year 9 French 

class have been learning 

about clothes!  They 

have been able to give 

their opinion on different 

styles and even became 

stylists themselves by 

creating their own 

‘clothing’ range using bin 

bags and props!   

Ashiana Umarji, Maryam 

Kara and Sophia 

Mehmood presented 

their clothing range 

down the imaginary red 

carpet by saying: 

“Bonjour et bienvenue à 

‘Branchées Fashion 

Event’.  Aujourd’hui nous 

allons vous montrer nos 

dernières tenues.  Notre 

mannequin aujourd’hui 

est Ashiana.  Cette 

nouvelle tenue s’appelle 

plus belle en noire s’il 

vous plait, réservez un 

accueil chaleureux à 

notre mannequin.  

Elle porte une robe noire 

en soie.  J’aime la robe 

parce que c’est très à la 

mode.  Avec la robe, elle 

porte un legging noir et 

des bijoux.  J’aime les 

bijoux parce que c’est 

en argent.  Elle porte des 

chaussures aussi.  En 

général j’adore cette 

tenue parce que c’est 

branché.”    

“Hello and welcome to 

'Branchées Fashion 

Event'.  Today we are 

going to show you our 

latest outfits.  Our model 

today is Ashiana.  This 

new outfit is called “plus 

belle en noire” so please, 

give a warm welcome to 

our model.  

She is wearing a black silk 

dress.  I love the dress 

because it is very 

fashionable.  With the 

dress, she is wearing 

black leggings and 

jewellery.  I love the 

jewellery because it is 

made of money.  She is 

also wearing shoes.  

Generally I love this outfit 

because it's trendy."    

“During one of our 

French lessons we were 

asked to create clothing 

out of bin bags and 

different props! It was 

extremely fun! Firstly we 

learnt the French words 

for clothes and 

describing the clothes 

with the help of the 

French assistant 

Clémentine.  It was great 

because everyone had 

to say something!”  - Tiah 

Reid 

“It was really fun and 

exciting to be the model 

for my fashion group.  I 

loved how we had to 

walk down an imaginary 

‘runway’!” - Khadija 

Dauda 

“I would love to do this 

again! I really enjoyed 

designing a dress for 

Khadija. She looked very 

chic!!”  -Patrice Edozie 

Ms Noakes 

MFL department 

French Fashion Show 

“I would love to 

do this again! I 

really enjoyed 

designing a 

dress for 

Khadija.” 
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On Wednesday 2nd 

December we attended 

a lecture on the different 

interpretations of 

Quantum Physics, the 

lecture was delivered by 

Dr Aleksandar Nikolic. 

Although the various 

subjects were only 

touched upon briefly we 

learnt about several 

interpretations and key 

aspects of Quantum 

Physics. Within the 

subject there are two 

different large, rival 

groups of focus; 

Quantum physics and 

Classical mechanics. 

One of the key 

differences between the 

two is that within classical 

mechanics there is point 

mechanics which 

focuses heavily on 

position (x) and 

momentum (p) of the 

electron in an atom, 

which all ties into the 

broader subject of the 

laws of physics. We were 

told about some of the 

many unanswered 

questions posed in 

Quantum Physics with a 

link to some philisophical 

themes. The lecture also 

included equations and 

view points of some 

distinguished scientists 

such as Nobel-prize 

winning Werner 

Heisenburg and Erwin 

Schrӧdinger.  Dr Nikolic 

also spoke about his 

research in 

Electrodynamics and 

how it relates to 

equations created by 

these impressionable 

scientists. Overall, it was 

extremely fascinating 

and completely 

changed the 

perspective 

I orginally 

had on the 

subject of 

physics. 

Leyla 

Ibrahim 10W 

of cancer that happens 

in the oesophagus, and 

the struggles in giving 

patients the diagnosis of 

the cancer as well as 

treatment. Dr Markar 

discussed the research 

he did around this 

particular cancer 

including the recent 

discovery of 

improvement in 

diagnosing the cancer 

with breath analysis. He 

also showed the type of 

surgery that is used to 

remove the infected 

oesophagus from the 

body and replacing it 

with different methods 

such as changing the 

On Wednesday 18th 

November 2015, a group 

of year 10 and 11 girls 

had a special 

opportunity to attend a 

lecture with the title of 

Breath Analysis and the 

Diagnosis of Oesophago-

gastric Cancer which 

took place in central 

London at the 

Westminster School. This 

lecture was delivered by 

Dr Sheraz Markar, who is 

a surgeon at St. Mary’s 

Hospital and Imperial 

College London. During 

the lecture, we learnt 

about the lethal 

oesophago-gastric 

cancer, which is a type 

shape of the stomach 

and connecting it to fill in 

the space of the 

oesophagus even 

though it doesn’t have 

the same functions as the 

oesophagus. This 

particular surgery is 

practised in the UK, 

where the number of 

people diagnosed is 

surprisingly high. Overall, 

it was an interesting and 

inspiring experience for 

all of us all, including 

myself who is aspiring to 

become a surgeon in the 

future. 

Jia Bo He  10W 

Science Lectures 

“Overall, it was an 

interesting and 

inspiring experience 

for all of us, 

including myself 

who is aspiring to 

become a surgeon 

in the future.” 
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On Tuesday 17th 

November 2015 we went 

to the Childhood 

Museum which is part of 

one of our challenges. 

The first thing that we 

had to do is plan it which 

meant what day we 

could go and we had to 

make sure we had no 

assessments or exams on 

that day. Secondly we 

had to find a map on 

how to get there by 

tube; we also created a 

questionnaire to find a lot 

of information on the 

Childhood Museum. 

Finally we arrived at the 

Museum and we 

had lunch in the 

café. Afterwards, 

the fun 

happened, there 

were lots of 

things to see and 

do. For example 

we looked at all 

the old dolls and 

dolls houses and we also 

looked at all the old 

technology. There were 

also games we could 

play with such as the 

sand pit and old rocking 

horses.  Lastly we made 

our way back to school. 

We would like to thank 

Ms Ricon and Mrs Young 

for taking us there, we 

had an amazing time.  

Jordan Oliver 11F 

and ‘body image’ as 

well as ‘school pet 

peeves’ and a host of 

others! It was really fun 

and gave us all a lot of 

confidence by the end 

of the day. After this, 

some of our speeches 

were selected for an 

Assembly Final and one 

winner, Sarah G with a 

speech titled ‘Just Be 

Proud of Who You Are’, 

was 

chosen 

to 

represent 

us at the 

Waltham 

Forest 

Regional 

Final on 

On 11th November, a 

group of Year 10 students 

were selected to take 

part in the Jack Petchey 

‘Speak Out’ Challenge, a 

speaking workshop to 

give young people skills 

and confidence in public 

speaking. It was an all 

day workshop where we 

were given tips to help us 

to write and deliver 

speeches, ending with 

everyone presenting a 

speech at the end of the 

day. We got to talk 

openly and honestly on a 

topic of our choice. 

These ranged from ‘why 

I’m afraid of dogs’ to 

‘cheesecake is the best 

cake’, ‘peer pressure’ 

Wednesday 9th 

December, with an 

understudy, Zoe talking 

‘Literally’. It was really 

good fun, and a chance 

to speak out with other, 

nervous Year 10s and 

everyone was really 

friendly, and all had 

unique speeches!   

Zoe Webb 10W 

Museum of Childhood  

Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ Challenge 2015 

 “It was really 

fun and gave us 

all a lot of 

confidence by 

the end of the 

day.”  
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This term year  9 pupils 

were taking part in a 

careers based project 

which they began in year 

8. Year 10 pupils have 

helped mentor the pupils. 

The winning team from 

year 9 that made it 

through to the final were 

‘Team Confidence’ who 

performed brilliantly on 

the evening. 

Unfortunately the team 

did not win the final, but 

have learned a great 

deal as a result of it. 

“For two years now 

Connaught have been 

working with the legacy 

careers team where the 

year tens mentored the 

year nines and the girls 

worked in teams to 

complete several tasks. 

‘Team Confidence’ went 

through to the finals as 

they were Connaught’s 

winning team and 

competed against four 

other schools.  

I was the mentor of the 

winning team: 

Confidence. They won 

both the tasks and I really 

enjoyed working with the 

younger students. I learnt 

new things and although 

sometimes it was 

challenging I helped my 

team get through all the 

tasks successfully. Being a 

mentor, gave me a boost 

of confidence and while 

the girls were learning 

new things I was able to 

support them. The girls 

enjoyed doing lots of 

tasks e.g. elevator 

pitches, doing several 

presentations and 

completing tasks within 

their teams; and I loved 

helping them. 

Furthermore, I 

recommend being a 

mentor to everyone who 

gets the chance as I had 

an amazing learning 

experience and I loved 

leading a team. Also, 

instead of sitting back, I 

think every girl in the 

school should try and 

take part in something 

like the legacy project 

and give their all, it will 

help to boost your 

confidence and will help 

your team work improve 

vastly.” 

Aamna Mahmood 10F. 

performance varied from 

absolutely incredible to 

delusional! I could not 

stop laughing throughout 

the whole performance, 

it was fantastic and if I 

had the opportunity to 

see it again I would and I 

also recommend it to 

anyone who enjoys 

something humorous 

(above a certain age). 

On Wednesday 9th 

December myself and 11 

other Year 10 drama 

students went to 

Shoreditch to watch 

Dead Dog in a Suitcase 

performed by award 

winning theatre 

company—Kneehigh. 

We were accompanied 

by 3 other staff members. 

My first thoughts on the 

The performance itself 

was very melodramatic 

but it created a 

wonderful atmosphere.  I 

loved every second of it 

and I definitely learned 

some new things that I 

would love to use in my 

own drama 

performances in class. 

A’isha Rana 10W 

London Legacy project final – A careers based project 

Review of ‘Dead Dog in a Suitcase’ performed by Kneehigh 

“Furthermore, I 

recommend being a 

mentor to everyone 

who gets the 

chance as I had an 

amazing learning 

experience and I 

loved leading a 

team.”  

Page 7 

2014-15 Issue: 8 



This term has been very 

busy in Product Design. 

Year 7 have developed 

their skills and 

understanding of the 

new subject and created 

some beautiful pieces. 

Here is a snapshot of 

some of the egg timers 

made from wood that 

was hardwood offcuts. 

Year 9 have upcycled 

design, worked in teams 

to create amazing 

architectural spaces then 

developed their own mini 

GCSE Product with some 

outstanding products. 

Here is a sample of a 

few. 

Product Design  

Year 8 have developed 

their designing 

techniques and 

challenged themselves 

to create projects that 

were 100% their own 

concept. The photo of 

the Dr Who Box is a sweet 

dispenser designed by 

Jessica Perry in 8W. The 

tardis has a complex 

mechanism within it to 

control the flow of 

sweets.  

“Year 7 have 

developed their 

skills and 

understanding of 

the new subject 

and created 

some beautiful 

pieces.” 
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Year 10 have spent the term developing their GCSE skills in design and 

manufacture. The outcome for the gym wood was fantastic and the 

students should be very proud of their upcycled product.  



Year 11 are working really 

well on their major 

pieces. The projects this 

year I think will be the 

best we’ve ever had. The 

year 11 are focused and 

committed to producing 

great designed pieces. 

The range in products is 

vast and will really 

showcase their full ability 

and skills. The image on 

the right is part of a 

product and you will 

never guess what it is? 

Product Design continued 

Christmas Term Challenge: 
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Ms T. Graydon 

Head of Product Design 
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Sofia Mehmood in year 9 was November’s 

artist of the month. Sofia created this fantastic 

drawing for her homework. Students were 

asked to develop ideas for a piece of work 

which included two figures in a space showing 

how distance makes figures look smaller. This 

effect is called "Sight Size" 

Tina Masella 

Art Technician 

Artist of the month  

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

First Day of Term for Students - Monday 4th January 2016  

Year 11 Parents’ Evening - late January date to be confirmed 

Year 11 Photograph  - Thursday 11th February 2016 

February Half-Term Holiday - Monday15th to Friday 19th February 2016 

Spring Term Break  - Friday 25th March to Friday 8th April 2016 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2016 

Last School Day of the Year - Wednesday 20th July 2016 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

