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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

As we approach the end of yet another busy school year I would like to thank you 

for all your support this year.  The verbal and written feedback you provide is always 

considered and very often used to make changes for the better. 

I am a great believer in being proactive to avoid conflicts rather than dealing with 

issues once they have become problems! As you know we have a very clear 

uniform policy but occasionally our ‘youngsters’ try and convince us that something 

else will be acceptable.  I would hate for any of you to waste money on items of 

clothing which will not be accepted as a school uniform.  If in doubt please check 

with your daughter’s Head of Year before buying expensive shoes etc.  Ear 

piercings are best carried out at the beginning of the six weeks’ holiday as all girls 

will have to remove earrings for PE lessons.  Also hair dye needs to be of a natural 

colour and again if in doubt it is better to check than it turn into a conflict. 

It has been a successful year for Connaught School.  Ofsted came and rated us 

’good’ and we are hoping for good results for our year 11 leavers who worked 

incredibly hard for their exams.  The students continue to be a credit to the school 

and the local community.  We have had a steady stream of positive publicity in the 

local and national press for some of the great things the girls have been involved in.  

Well done to them all. 

There are a number of staff moving on.  We say goodbye to Mr Younis, Mr Tu, Ms 

Ahmed and Ms Akhtar in the maths department.  Mrs Watson, Head of PE has 

relocated to Peterborough and Mr Carter has a new job at Woodford County High 

School.  Ms Meyer is leaving us for a year, as she goes to Clapton Girls Academy as 

Deputy Head.  I would like to thank all these teachers for their hard work and 

commitment to the school and wish them all the best in their new ventures. 

I hope that you all have an enjoyable and relaxing summer break and I look 

forward to seeing you all In September. 

 

Best Wishes 

Sally Walker. 



On Friday 1st July, after a 

hectic week in politics, 

John Cryer our local MP 

came in to school to 

meet with Y8 

students.  The visit was 

the culmination of a 

series of lessons on 

development and 

aid that they had 

been studying in 

Geography lessons.  

John was shown 

a presentation on the 

Send my Friend to School 

Campaign which had 

been written by Y9s and 

focused on the impact of 

war on education.  He 

was then presented 

with 400 rucksacks which 

students had decorated 

to show the benefits of 

education for young 

people (both academic 

and social.) These are 

going to be delivered to 

the Houses of Parliament 

along with thousands of 

other schools rucksacks 

from around 

the country. 

This is to put 

pressure on 

the 

government 

to continue 

to support 

education 

improvements 

in Less 

Economically 

Developed 

Countries. 

After the 

presentation 

the Y8 

students were able to ask 

him questions on any 

topic they chose.  With 

the events of the past 

week in their minds they 

came up with some 

brilliant questions on a 

wide range of topics 

including Brexit, Jeremy 

Corbyn, improving 

education in less 

developed countries and 

whether the voting age 

should be lowered so 

that young people get a 

say on their future. 

Ms Quinn 

Head of Geography  

Ms A. Ricon 

SENCO 

 

Send my Friend to School Campaign  

 “The visit was the 

culmination of a 

series of lessons on 

development and 

aid that they had 

been studying in 

Geography 

lessons.”  
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The year 10 Product 

Design students took part 

in a borough wide 

competition held at 

Norlington School for 

boys. The challenge 

gave the students a 

wonderful opportunity to 

work with some 

outstanding CAD/CAM 

(computer aided design/

manufacture) equipment 

and A‘level students. The 

students had to make 

the tallest freestanding 

structure using a range of 

limited materials. The 

students used a 3D 

printer, a laser cutter and 

a CNC router.  

“It was a great 

experience, learning how 

to use various types of 

astounding equipment 

and what their strengths 

were. I also had fun just 

experimenting with what 

we could do to 

complete the challenge. 

It really was a bonus 

beating Norlington.” 

Hannah Nichols-10S 

“It was fun learning how 

to use new equipment 

and it was even better 

winning”               

Shannon Harracksingh10F 

“It was a good 

opportunity to work with 

different people and it 

felt good to beat the 

boys!”  

Jasdeep Plaha10W   

Ms T. Graydon 

Head of Product Design 

done during term time 

you will not be able to 

take part in your PE 

lessons. 

 You must also ensure 

that you have the 

correct PE kit - plain white 

polo shirt, navy blue 

shorts or tracksuit 

As all pupils are aware, 

ALL jewellery must be 

removed for PE 

lessons.  For this reason, if 

you plan on getting your 

ears pierced, this needs 

to be done at the start of 

the summer holidays so 

that your ears have time 

to heal.  If you get them 

bottoms with no stripes or 

writing.  You also have 

the option of purchasing 

a plain navy blue 

sweatshirt for colder 

months.  This cannot 

have any writing, hoods, 

zips or pockets. 

 PE Department 

Product Design competition 

PE kit and jewellery in PE 

“The students 

had to make 

the tallest 

freestanding 

structure using a 

range of limited 

materials.”  
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Monday 4th July 2016 

was when the annual 

Connaught Textiles 

Fashion show was held. 

The atmosphere was 

brilliant; there was a 

variety of music in 

addition to the exquisite 

products made by the 

year 11 textiles students. 

The items ranged from 

elegant yet intricate 

dresses to decorative 

cushions and bags, all 

following different 

themes of culture, sixties, 

gothic and punk etc. The 

show was also 

accompanied by 

beautiful singing from 

two of our talented 

students. All of this would 

not have been possible if 

it were not for the year 11 

and 10 girls who helped 

model the dresses, bags 

and cushions, the 

humorous hosts, and of 

course not forgetting, the 

hard work and effort from 

Mrs Horsley and Mrs 

Sahans. This fashion show 

was very inspirational 

and gave me a few 

ideas to consider for my 

controlled assessment 

project next year.                

Jia Bo He 10W                                 

Textiles Fashion Show 

“The items ranged 

from elegant yet 

intricate dresses to 

decorative cushions 

and bags, all 

following different 

themes of culture, 

sixties, gothic and 

punk etc.” 
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On Friday 8th June, a few 

year 9 and year 8 

students from the News 

Team went along with 

Mrs Burton and Ms 

Caroto into the heart of 

London to visit 

Parliamentary Digital 

Services. 

We had been offered 

the chance to speak to a 

few colleagues of former 

teacher Ms Isaac who 

used to work here as a 

maths teacher. We had 

an amazing group chat 

with Ms Isaac and her co

-workers in order to write 

a report on this career for 

our BBConnaught 

website. We asked 

questions like: 

How is your job? 

What do you find most 

challenging about your 

job? 

How does it feel working 

for parliament? 

What advice would you 

give to students who’d 

like to do a similar 

career? 

What qualifications do 

you need? 

Later after an amazing 

chat, and many more 

interesting questions 

which were asked by us 

and our fellow pupils, Ms. 

Isaac took us on a tour of 

the houses of parliament 

where we saw Big Ben; 

David Cameron’s 

(former) office; paintings 

of historic events; 

sculptures of ex Prime 

Ministers and we got to 

go inside the House of 

Commons chamber and 

the House of Lords  

chamber where we saw 

the room was practically 

full of gold!  

This visit was a chance in 

a lifetime and we 

enjoyed this trip very 

much. I would definitely 

recommend everybody 

else to try and go to the 

houses of parliament as 

they are open to the 

public. Be warned 

though, you have to go 

through top security to 

enter; it’s like going 

through customs at the 

airport! 

We would like to thank 

Ms Burton for organising 

the trip and braving the 

streets of London despite 

her pregnancy, and Ms 

Caroto for 

accompanying us all. 

Soha Rizwan 9W         

Amina Nur 8W 

Trip to Westminster  

“This visit was a 

chance in a 

lifetime and we 

enjoyed this trip 

very much.”  
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On Wednesday 13th July 

some Year 10 students 

went to Kensington 

Palace and Gardens. I 

really enjoyed it because 

both the gardens and 

the palace were really 

beautiful. We got to see 

the exhibition of dresses 

worn by the Queen, 

Princess Margaret and 

Princess Diana. We also 

saw letters and toys 

belonging to Queen 

Victoria. In the gardens 

parakeets fed from our 

hands and we spotted 

carp and a heron in the 

Italian Gardens. I would 

like to thank Ms 

Fitzpatrick, Mr Dorrell and 

Ms Hickes for a wonderful 

day. 

Louiza Rezkallah 10C  

other Laura. Questions 

such as; ‘What drew you 

to this job?’ and ‘What 

are the stages in 

publicising a new 

release?’ were asked 

which we received 

detailed answers to in 

return running through 

the stages of releasing a 

new art form. 

After the interviews, we 

took part in a small 

workshop where we had 

to decide on how to 

market Rainbow Rowell’s 

(author of ‘Fangirl’) new 

book ‘Kindred Spirits’ by 

coming up with a way to 

On Wednesday 6th June 

6 members of the BBC 

news team went on a PR 

(Public Relations) trip to 

Riot Communications to 

learn about the people 

behind the covers of 

many books, 

advertisements 

broadcast, plays and the 

way they are publicised. 

Once there we 

interviewed both the co-

founder of the company, 

Preena Gadher and their 

latest employee Laura 

Curtis. We were split into 

two groups, one 

interviewed Preena the 

notify and persuade 

students at Connaught 

to attend her upcoming 

‘visit’ to promote the 

book. 

Overall, the trip was a 

good opportunity to help 

us have a clear view of 

what possible careers we 

could consider choosing 

and showed us who 

really thinks of the 

headlines we see on our 

newspapers and social 

media feeds. 

Mekada Adams 9W  

BBC School News Team  

Kensington Palace trip 

Trip to ‘Riot Communications’ 

“I really enjoyed 

it because both 

the gardens 

and the palace 

were really 

beautiful.”  
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On Monday 11th July, 

Connaught bid farewell 

to the year 11 students. 

To give them a proper  

send off, we started the 

event in the Dining Hall 

with a “MOCKtail”. 

and reminisced about 

their time at Connaught. 

We also had two 

beautiful performances 

by Tianna Le-Tang and 

Lauren Williams. 

Leavers’ Tea 2016 

The final step of our 

Leaver’s Tea was a cruise 

on River Thames. We 

were entertained by the 

amazing London sights 

and the music played by 

the DJ. Students and staff 

alike danced for almost 3 

hours. A great time was 

had by all and all the girls 

looked absolutely 

stunning! 

“The final step 

of our Leaver’s 

Tea was a cruise 

on the River 

Thames.”  
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We then carried on 

with a lovely 

ceremony in the 

school’s Assembly 

Hall where pupils 

from each form 

thanked their tutors 

A special “thank you” to 

my team of tutors, to my 

colleagues who helped 

me organise Leavers’ Tea 

and set up the Hall (Ms 

Meyer, Ms Aullibux, Ms 

Horsley, Ms Thorndyke, Ms 

Noakes, Ms Tairi, Ms 

Bignold, Mr Simpson, Mr 

Russel, Ms Kent & Ms 

Connolly) and to Azkia’s 

mum, Ms Patel, for the 

samosas!  

I would also like to thank some of the staff for joining us on the cruise. The students and I appreciated it. 

Mr W. Huber.                 MFL department 



Year 11 girls in Art, 

Product Design and 

Textiles displayed their 

work for parents and 

other students to view in 

our end of year show. 

Once again, the quality 

of work and variety of 

ideas was exceptional. 

Students in Art used a 

wide variety of media, 

including: wire, clay, 

breeze block, animation 

and mixed media as well 

as traditional art 

materials such as paint 

and pencil.  

Mr Hamilton (Head of Art) 

This year in Product 

Design the students 

excelled with the range 

and diversity of products. 

The wood that was used 

primarily came from 

recycled or reclaimed 

British timber. The 

sketchbooks showcase 

the students’ time and 

effort and display a 

wonderful journey of their 

thought process. 

Ms Graydon              

Head of Product Design 

Visitors 

Comments: 

“Very 

impressive and 

diverse ideas. 

The 

sketchbooks 

are great.” 

Pam Stone                      

Art Teacher at 

Kelmscott 

School 

“A stunning 

exhibition, a 

privelage to 

view” 

Ms R. Hickes  

Assisstant Headteacher 

“It’s very relieving to see 

how well both classes did 

after the stressful run up 

to the exam. Everyone’s 

work is so unique and 

fantastic.” 

Katie Irish 11S             

GCSE Art student 

“We’ll miss all of the 

wonderful art lessons and 

the chance to express 

creativity.” 

Aamirah Ismail 11F    

GCSE Art student 

The garments, bags and 

cushions on display 

represented a small cross 

section of the excellent 

work produced by our 

year 11 textiles students 

this year. The girls chose 

from a variety of briefs 

including culture, 

recycling, gothic and 

sixties and supported 

their work with detailed 

design folders. 

Mrs A. Horsley 

Head of Textiles 

 

Art, Craft and Design / Product Design / Textiles –     

End of year show 

“Once again, 

the quality of 

work and 

variety of ideas 

was 

exceptional.”  
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Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

On Wednesday 29th 

July, Connaught ran its 

Common Transfer Day. 

On that day, all the 

primary school pupils 

who will attend 

Connaught in 

September 2016 came 

to visit us. This is an 

important event as it 

allows the young pupils 

to get a feel of what 

their secondary school 

experience will be like 

and makes their first 

day at Connaught less 

scary! All these pupils 

and their parents were 

welcomed by very 

professional and smiley 

year 9 “receptionists”. 

They were then divided 

into 5 big groups and 

led by year 9 tour 

guides who took them 

to a variety of lessons. 

Our new pupils were 

extremely well-behaved 

and enjoyed their day 

thoroughly – especially 

the treasure hunt and 

the team building 

activities, of course. 

Connaught is looking 

forward to welcoming 

them again in 

September 2016!  

Lastly, I would like to say 

a BIG “thank you” to all 

the year 9 pupils who 

helped me run the 

event and to all 

teachers who helped 

make this day a positive 

experience . 

Mr W. Huber   

MFL department 

“It was a pleasure to 

assist the new year 7 

pupils - they were eager 

to experience their 

secondary school life. 

At first they were quite 

nervous but throughout 

the day they adjusted 

to their new 

surroundings.”  

Maariyah Master 9W  

Common Transfer Day 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Staff Training Day 1  - Monday 5th  September 2016 

Students start 2016-2017  - Tuesday 6th  September 2016 

     08:20 - Year 7 arrive to school 

     09:30 - Years 8 to 11 arrive to school 

     11:00 - Normal lessons begin after break 

     15:20 - End of school day 

Open Evening   - Wednesday 29th September 2016 

Staff Training Day 2  - Thursday 30th September 2016 

Half Term Holiday  - Monday 24th - Friday 28th October 2016 

Final Day of Autumn Term - Wednesday 21st December 2016 

First Day of Spring Term  - Thursday 5th January 2017 
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