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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear parents/Carers 

It was a great privilege for Ms Meyer and myself to be invited to Buckingham 

Palace last week.   

Amongst thousands of others, we attended a garden party to celebrate the 

Diamond Anniversary of the Duke of Edinburgh Award; a famous worldwide 

scheme which we are proud to be part of.  30 of our Year 11 students are about to 

complete their bronze awards whilst 15 Year 10 students are currently busy 

preparing for their expedition to Wales.  I would like to encourage all girls to take an 

active part in volunteering, outdoor pursuits and community work, whatever it may 

be.  It will help them develop into well motivated adults who make a positive 

contribution to their community, as well as look good on University application 

forms ! 

A lot of our time this half term has been spent on getting our Year 11 students ready 

for the their GCSE examinations.  One week is already over and the girls are 

conducting themselves very well. We wish them well for their forthcoming exams 

and we are all looking forward to their leavers event, a boat trip down the Thames 

on July 11th. 

Plans for our improved security and fencing are going well and we hope that work 

will start at the beginning of the summer holiday. 

It is with great sadness that we are saying goodbye to Mrs Wise who is retiring this 

week.  She has given the students outstanding service as a Learning Support 

Assistant for 17 years.  I know she has made a massive difference to the education 

and lives of many SEN students in the school.  She will be sorely missed and we wish 

her a long, healthy and happy retirement. 

I hope everyone has a relaxing Spring break next week and we look forward to the 

final part of the school year which is always a busy one with events such as Sports 

day, ‘Connaught Goes Out’ and Celebration Evening to mention but a few. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher 



On the 11th of April 2016 

we went to visit the 

Museum of London. The 

journey took 20 minutes 

to get to the actual 

Museum! It was very 

interesting as we got to 

see the history of London 

and how it’s completely 

changed over the past 

century. 

We then joined one of 

the tours and they talked 

about The bridges in 

London. They explained 

how long it took to cross 

the river as there was 

only one bridge. On 

average it took 3 months 

to get to the other side of 

the river. The tour guide 

was giving out too much 

information and at times 

it was a bit boring. 

However, we learnt a lot 

about the history of 

London. We saw this big 

dress decorated in the 

Victorian style and it was 

beautiful. We tried on 

some Victorian clothes 

which were weird and 

plain. Overall the trip was 

very knowledgeable and 

interesting.  

ASDAN group 

Museum of London visit 

Year 7 French 
match up the French 

and English vocabulary.  

It was really fun, because 

we had to make a 

poster!” 

Sahar Iqbal 7C  

“In French we have been 

leaning about how to say 

what’s in our bedroom 

and what’s around the 

house.  I have loved 

learning about this 

because it’s something 

new and exciting and I 

can now use the 

vocabulary to talk about 

my own house, at home! 

Go French!” 

Khadiyah Arshad 7W 

Miss E. Noakes 

MFL teacher 

Miss Noakes’ year 7 

French class have been 

learning vocab about 

their house and 

bedroom.  Here is what 

they had to say about it! 

“Miss Noakes’ French 

class have been enjoying 

learning the vocabulary 

on the subject of ‘my 

house’.   We used a 

maths technique to 
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On the 14th of April 

the art groups of W 

and F went to the 

Queen Elizabeth 

Olympic Park. It gave 

us the chance to use 

one-point 

perspective in real 

life. It also gave us a 

chance to show off 

our art skills.  When 

we got to the 

Olympic Park we 

had a small talk with 

the teachers about 

where we would go in 

the park and what we 

can draw. We were then 

split in to our three art 

groups and were led to 

where we’d be drawing 

for the next hour. The 

locations we went to 

were The River Lee near 

The Aquatics Centre, in 

front of The Aquatics 

Centre and The Orbit 

(ArcelorMittal Orbit). 

After an hour we 

swapped locations so 

everyone could 

experience and draw 

similar things. It was nice 

to see how everyone can 

view and draw the same 

thing differently, whether 

it was angles or how 

close or far they were 

from what they were 

drawing. In the following 

week we could then 

develop our drawings 

into our final piece. I 

found the trip fun as I 

could practice using art 

skills and the chance to 

use one-point 

perspective.  

Amy Moss 8F 

(See back page for 

another artist who was 

on the trip.) 

Olympic Park art trip 

 “The locations we 

went to were The 

River Lee near The 

Aquatics Centre, in 

front of The Aquatics 

centre and The 

Orbit (ArcelorMittal 

Orbit).”  
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Six students from our 

school, including two 

teachers, Ms. Krunic, Ms. 

Fitzpatrick and myself 

went to an inspiring 

lecture at Westminster 

School. The talk was 

hosted by Richard Noble 

(Former World Land 

Speed Record Holder) 

and Dr Mark Chapman 

(Chief Engineer of the 

Bloodhound Project). The 

lecture was about the 

Bloodhound project, 

discussing the design and 

technology behind a car 

that beat the speed of 

sound. The lecture was 

aimed at inspiring the 

next generation of young 

people to enjoy, explore 

and get involved in 

engineering, science and 

technology. Personally, I 

thought that this lecture 

was promoting fantastic 

engineering opportunities 

for the future and 

opening our minds to the 

brilliance of engineering 

and innovation.  Thank 

you to the teachers that 

gave us this opportunity 

and to all the girls that 

took part. It was a great 

and inspiring experience! 

 Fiza Shah 10W  

The Bloodhound project 

“The talk was hosted 

by Richard Noble 

(Former World Land 

Speed Record 

Holder) and Dr Mark 

Chapman (Chief 

Engineer of the 

Bloodhound 

Project).”  
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The Little Princess Trust is a 

charity that makes real 

hair wigs for children who 

suffer from cancer or 

alopecia.  I wanted to 

donate my hair as well as 

raise money for the 

charity.  I think the trust is 

such a wonderful charity 

because it makes cancer 

and alopecia sufferers 

have more confidence.  

Hair is such a big part of 

people’s confidence 

and it is so nice to help 

them feel better about 

themselves.  So on the 

21st of March I cut my 

hair cutting about 7-8 

inches off!  I sold tickets 

for people to watch me 

get my hair cut and there 

was an amazing turn out.  

Thank you to Ms Tairi, Miss 

Skelly and Miss 

Hebblewhite for cutting 

my hair.  I raised over 

£300 with the help of the 

school.  It costs £350 for 

the trust to make a wig. I 

helped inspire Rose 

Burton from 8C to cut her 

hair and donate as well 

(10 inches).  My hair has 

been received and is 

currently being made 

into a wig.  

Thank you to everyone 

who donated! 

Amy Moss 8F 

The Little Princess Trust 

 “I wanted to 

donate my hair 

as well as raise 

money for the 

charity.”   
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Guten Tag! 

On the 24th of March, we 

had an early start to get 

to the Euro tunnel ready 

for a long journey to 

Germany. We had food, 

drink and fun quizzes on 

the coach which would 

be our home for the next 

few days. The journey to 

the Youth Hostel was 

scenic, full of coniferous 

forests and the trees 

were massive. We arrived 

in the evening at the 

Youth Hostel and our 

room was to be No 111. 

After eating, it was time 

to explore and make the 

beds. The next day we 

went to Rüdesheim, 

which was beautiful. We 

walked through the 

classic cobbled streets to 

the cable cars, so that 

we could go up and see 

the meander of the river 

Rhine from a birds eye 

view. Despite the drizzle 

and the cold we still had 

ice cream and a great 

time shopping. Later, we 

boarded the River Cruise 

boat,in which we would 

cruise down the Rhine. It 

was fantastic! In the 

evening after having a 

bit of a walk to see the 

Lorely rock, it was time for 

bowling! We arrived at 

the bowling alley early 

and so karaoke was used 

to pass the time.  The 

bowling alley was 

incredibly neon and with 

music in the background. 

Saturday  was a nice 

sunny day, perfect for 

walking around the 

theme park having fun. In 

the evening we had a 

disco and we had a 

good last evening 

together  before a long 

journey back home. 

Auf Wiedersehen!          

By Leyla, Sakeena, Jia 

and Hannah. Room 111.     

“My favourite thing 

about Germany  was the 

view of the Loreley Rock 

and learning about the 

legend  which inspired 

many famous poems.”  

Charlotte O’Brien 8C 

“Germany was great! 

The landscape  was 

beautiful and the people 

were generous and kind. 

The coach was really fun 

and there was a great 

atmosphere!”           

Miriam Cooper 8W 

“In Germany, I  Iiked the 

way the houses looked. 

They were brightly 

coloured and looked 

very spacious.”          

Tegan Wilson 8F 

“I loved the whole trip, 

Phantasialand, bowling, 

the river cruise, the 

chairlift, shopping, all of 

it, especially because I 

got to do it with my 

friends.”                          

Lillie Uthayakumar  8F 

“The trip was really fun. I 

enjoyed it, especially the 

rollercoasters in 

Phantasialand!”    

Karishma Groodoyal  8F 

“Going to Germany for 

the first time and having 

the chance to learn 

about German culture 

and traditions was very 

fulfilling.”                   

Celine Burmali 10F 

“When we went to 

Germany I thought it was 

German visit to the Moselle Valley  

“Germany was 

great! The 

landscape  was 

beautiful and 

the people 

were generous 

and kind.” 
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very helpful because we 

had to try and speak 

German.”                

Khiyana Patel 8W 

“Overall it was a fabulous 

trip and I now have 

unforgettable memories 

of time spent in Germany 

with friends.”              

Francesca Brunzu-Ciano 

10F 

“Germany was fantastic 

and I’m glad I had the 

opportunity to go on this 

visit, although I wish it was 

for longer!”                

Mariya Patel 10F 

A Thank you note! 

Many thanks to my super 

team, who gave up their 

Easter weekend break to 

supervise 45 

girls on the 

German 

visit; Ms Ball, 

Ms Hickman, 

Ms Noakes 

and Mr P!  

Thank you 

also to the 

girls, who 

behaved 

themselves 

superbly and were 

a credit to the 

school on the 

coach, in the Youth 

Hostel and on the 

daily visits. Well 

done girls! – it was a 

real pleasure to 

enjoy your 

company and to 

show you aspects 

of the German 

Rhineland . 

                                                                                                                      

Mrs J. Patterson  

Head of MFL 

German visit to the Moselle Valley continued 

“Overall it was a 

fabulous trip and 

I now have 

unforgettable 

memories of time 

spent in Germany 

with friends.”              
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Year 10 History students 

were lucky enough to 

visit the Belgian 

battlefields in April of this 

year. The Belgium trip is a 

long day and we set off 

from Leytonstone around 

5am and didn’t return 

until midnight. Despite 

the length of the 

experience students 

have the once in a 

lifetime opportunity to 

reflect and remember 

those who gave their 

lives during WWI. By 

visiting Belgium itself, 

students can see for 

themselves the sacrifice 

that so many thousands 

made between 1914 and 

1918.  

The aim of the visit is to 

learn more about the First 

World War to get a 

developed sense of the 

Western Front and the 

trenches in which so 

many died. Students can 

use this trip to deepen 

their understanding of 

the Britain topic that they 

must study as part of the 

GCSE course.  

History staff value this trip 

as one that is enjoyable, 

emotional and 

educational. Students 

have the chance to 

immerse themselves in a 

foreign culture, try local 

delicacies; waffles being 

the most popular. They 

also have the chance to 

visit a Commonwealth 

and German cemetery 

to grasp the magnitude 

of the situation, this 

visualisation of seeing 

how many lives were lost 

is an image that remains 

with students and is 

therefore essential to 

building historical 

empathy. Trench warfare 

is another aspect that 

students get to 

experience which shows 

them the living and 

fighting conditions of all 

soldiers highlighting the 

horrific conditions in 

which they suffered.  

Overall students carried 

themselves with a 

thoughtful and mature 

manner and benefited 

from the out of classroom 

experience. The following 

words from two year 10 

students shows this: 

‘We both enjoyed 

Belgium a lot as it was 

Belgium Trip: Year 10 GCSE History trip 
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something we had never 

experienced. When we 

visited the Menin gate, 

we were shocked at the 

amount of inscriptions of 

the names of people 

who had lost their lives. 

Our favourite part was 

the trenches as we got 

an insight of the 

conditions soldiers had to 

live in. All in all we had a 

great day and would 

love the chance to go 

again.’ Adela Demucaj 

and Tess Mulcahy 10C   

Miss A. Skelly 

Head of History   

Belgium Trip: Year 10 GCSE History trip continued 

Year 10 Product Design trip to Elim Church Leytonstone 

the fact that the 

stereotypical gender 

roles that have 

oppressed women in the 

past decade no longer 

exist in this modern 

society. Thus making me 

want to pursue my 

dream of being a 

plasterer and owning my 

own building company 

named K & Co. Hopefully 

by the younger female 

generation visiting what 

was such a male 

dominated world, it will 

inspire, empowering 

females to take a stand 

and not feel obligated to 

just take such ‘female’ 

roles.”                      

Katrina Williams 10C 

“I loved the way they 

had used the old pieces 

and transformed them 

into something new,  

they had made it 

modern but still had 

aspects of what it was 

before to memorialise it, 

hope we do more things 

like this and go see more 

places.”                 

Madina Ali 10F 

Ms T. Graydon 

Head of Product Design  

This trip was to enable 

the students an 

opportunity to see all the 

roles involved in the 

construction, design and 

engineering industry. “We 

all really enjoyed this trip 

because we had already 

been to this church and 

seeing the renovation 

was just outstanding! We 

can’t wait to visit our 

church again to sing”  

The DT GANG 

“I absolutely adored the 

gorgeous transformation 

of this unique and slightly 

different Church building. 

I was flabbergasted by 

“I absolutely 

adored the 

gorgeous 

transformation of 

this unique and 

slightly different 

Church building.” 
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Y9 Crystal Visit 

In March the Y9 groups 

visited the Crystal in 

Canning Town to 

investigate sustainability.   

Salma Maow has 

described her 

experience below. 

“This was a great 

opportunity to get 

information about our 

planet and the effect we 

have on the 

environment. I thought 

the building had an 

appealing design due to 

the unique shape of the 

building and its layout.   

Our visit kicked off with a 

presentation that 

covered a series of the 

issues which are putting 

pressure on the planet 

including population, 

urbanisation and 

transport.  

The main objective of the 

visit was to 

find out 

about our 

global 

footprints, all 

the effects 

and also the 

issues it 

causes to 

our planet 

such as health, food and 

water, refugees, 

transport, waste and 

energy.  

There were also various 

physical activities we had 

the opportunity to have 

a go at. We were 

handed a card which 

would permit us to 

participate in these 

activities. 

An example of one of 

the activities we were 

able to take part in was 

an activity where we 

would have to spin our 

hands around in a 

circular motion to supply 

power to the windmill. 

This could accurately 

detect our every move 

to calculate how much 

energy was generated. 

I think this was a great 

experience and would 

highly recommend this 

visit.” 

The students spent the 

afternoon at the centre 

using the interactive 

exhibits to create energy, 

reduce congestion at 

tube stations, design 

sustainable buildings and 

carry out security checks.   

Geography Trips 

“This was a great 

opportunity to 

get information 

about our planet 

and the effect 

we have on the 

environment.” 
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Wanstead Park Trip 

The Y11 students are 

currently preparing to 

leave us but just before 

they do we managed to 

squeeze in one last field 

trip to investigate river 

processes involved in 

forming a meander. For 

the students that didn’t 

come on the Swanage 

trip last year this was their 

first opportunity to see 

the effect of erosion and 

deposition by water.  It 

also gave them a great 

insight into how big an 

effect rain can have on 

a small river. 

Geography Trips continued 

representatives from the 

Engineering Science 

Department of UCL to 

create their inventions.   

These have now been 

submitted to Shell and 

the winners will be 

announced after half 

term. 

“On Wednesday 27th 

April our school 

participated in a 

competition against 

some other schools in 

East London to create 

sustainable inventions for 

the Olympic Park to win 

£5000 for the school and 

individual prizes too.  

During the workshop we 

had to draw diagrams of 

our inventions and even 

build a 3D prototype 

using Lego.  We then 

gave a one minute 

presentation explaining 

what our invention does 

and why it is sustainable.  

Finally we wrote a report 

which will be submitted 

to Shell. 

We really enjoyed the 

workshop and we learnt 

a lot about how to keep 

our inventions energy 

efficient by using 

scientific tools.  We hope 

we win!” 

Tamzin & Maariyah 9W  

Y9 Shell Bright Ideas 

Competition 

Following the trip to the 

Crystal the Geography 

department decided to 

get involved with the 

Shell Bright Ideas 

Competition.  This is a 

national contest which 

challenges KS3 students 

to design something that 

will make our lives more 

sustainable in the future.   

As this linked so well with 

the work the girls had 

completed at the Crystal 

the Y9s were asked to 

get involved.   

25 students from Y9 spent 

three hours working with 

“During the 

workshop we had 

to draw diagrams 

of our inventions 

and even build a 

3D prototype 

using Lego.”   
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Y10 Walton on the 

Naze Field Trip 

In April the two Y10 

Geography groups 

visited Walton on the 

Naze to collect data for 

their Controlled 

Assessment.  The students 

had been asked to look 

at how the coast is being 

managed and the 

different views of this 

management.  As part of 

the visit the girls  

interviewed various 

groups who are affected 

by the decision. They 

carried out 

measurements of the 

seas current and 

measured sand levels on 

the beach.  The girls were 

brilliant on both days 

despite the unusual 

weather. On the first day 

we had a heatwave and 

sunburn was an issue, on 

the second we had three 

showers of hail! 

goes on in a real 

earthquake.   

Following the time in the 

gallery we then went 

down to the 

Attenborough Gallery in 

the museum to see a 

show all about tectonics.  

The girls created a 

tectonic map of the 

world, 

found 

out why 

custard 

and 

magma 

are so 

similar 

and got 

to create 

their own 

Y7 Natural History 

Museum Visit 

In March the Y7s went to 

the Natural History 

Museum to visit the 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes gallery.  

They travelled across 

London before arriving at 

South Kensington where 

they entered the 

museum and went up 

the escalator to the 

restless earth gallery. 

In the gallery they were 

able to touch volcanic 

rocks, design their own 

volcanoes and see 

pieces of meteorite that 

are as old as the Earth.  

They also spent time (in 

some cases quite a lot of 

time) on the earthquake 

simulator experiencing 

the level of shaking that 

earthquake before 

travelling back to school. 

Ms S. Quinn 

Head of Geography 

Geography Trips continued 

 

 

 

“The girls 

created a 

tectonic map of 

the world.” 
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park to study some of the 

geographical elements 

of St Albans. We were 

given maps and had 

various tasks to complete 

as small groups. This 

Every year the Y7s visit St 

Albans to see the 

Cathedral,  Roman 

Museum and investigate 

the changes that have 

taken place since the 

Romans arrived.  This 

years trip has been 

described below by 

three students from 7S 

“On our year 7 trip to St 

Albans, we did a 

plethora of things.  

First of all we went to St 

Albans Cathedral where 

we learnt about the 

historical and religious 

sides of the area. This was 

very educational 

because it taught us 

about the purposes and 

significance of certain 

parts of the Cathedral, 

for example the lectern 

and shrine. 

Next, we went to a large 

included learning about 

how the land changed 

over time.  

We also went to a 

historical museum in 

Verulamium which is on 

the outskirts of St Albans. 

We learnt about the 

history of the city long 

ago and their lifestyle.  

Overall, we had a great 

time and learnt lots of 

new things! 

Zakia Rasool, Maryam 

Ahmed and Asiya 

Ramjan 7S 

Ms S. Quinn 

Humanities 

Y7 St Albans Humanities Trip 

“On our year 7 

trip to St Albans, 

we did a 

plethora of 

things.” 
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On Friday April 22nd 2016 

a group of us had the 

pleasure of visiting one of 

our local colleges. The 

purpose of the visit was 

to give us an insight into 

Catering and to see how 

the industry is operated. 

It was also meant to give 

us first-hand knowledge 

of life in a college. 

In the college there were 

students who gave us a 

tour around the catering 

and hospitality 

department. We then 

had a demonstration 

from some level 2 

students who showed us 

how to make pizza 

dough and a tomato 

sauce. During the 

demonstration we were 

questioned about dough 

making and how 

ingredients worked.  

 We then went on to 

prepare the toppings for 

the pizza and had a 

really great time doing 

so. We had a range of 

different toppings that 

we could choose from. 

Once the pizzas were 

done we had lunch in 

one of the restaurant’s 

dining areas, where we 

thoroughly enjoyed our 

pizza along with fresh 

fruits, drinks and cakes. 

Overall in our opinion the 

trip was well organised 

and we learnt many skills.  

We enjoyed ourselves 

and we also got to take 

extra pizzas home. 

Overall we were brilliant 

and were a credit to our 

teacher Mrs Wallace and 

Connaught school! 

Madihah Mahmood 10c 

Aliyah Khapedi 10S 

Year 10 GCSE group visit to Waltham Forest College 

 

 

“We enjoyed 

ourselves and we 

also got to take 

extra pizzas 

home.”  
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having her in the lessons.  

She has inspired me to 

take Spanish A-Level next 

year and because of this, 

I’m going to spend 2 

weeks in Alicante after 

my exams on an 

exchange visit! Thank you 

Verónica!” 

Laura Taylor 11 

“Having Verónica in our 

class was a great 

experience. She has not 

only helped us with our 

Spanish accents to 

improve our 

pronunciation, she has 

been a continued 

support helping us to 

widen our vocabulary.  I 

am very thankful that we 

have had her help.  Our 

Spanish class will miss 

her!” 

Adela Demucaj 10c 

“Having Verónica has 

been very enjoyable as 

she helped us a lot with 

grammar and structure 

which is very important in 

languages.  At the same 

time, we had a lot of fun 

and she has such a lovely 

Connaught school for 

Girls would like to say a 

fond farewell to this 

year’s Language 

assistants Clémentine 

and Verónica.  This year, 

we have had two 

amazing foreign 

language assistants 

working with all the girls 

from years 7-11.  The girls 

have benefitted from 

having 1-1 sessions with 

the assistants and being 

immersed in the 

language they are 

learning through their 

dialogue practice. They 

constantly inspired the 

girls using high level 

authentic sentences.  The 

assistants have shared a 

wide range of cultural 

knowledge, thus 

widening the students’ 

perceptions of the 

French and Spanish 

speaking world around 

them.  Here’s what the 

girls have to say! 

“Verónica has been an 

excellent addition to our 

Spanish class and we 

have really enjoyed 

personality that will surely 

be missed next year. I’d 

like to wish her all the 

best for the future!” 

Dinah 10W  

“Clémentine has always 

been extremely helpful 

towards our learning.  

She has made lessons 

more engaging and 

really interesting! Thank 

you for all your help 

Clémentine!” 

Raazia and Maryam 7S  

“Clémentine has been a 

pleasure to work with this 

year, constantly helping 

me with my French work.  

She is extremely lovely 

and always makes sure 

that everyone 

understands their work 

and always betters our 

pronunciation ready for 

our exams.  We will miss 

her very much next year. 

Thank you Clémentine!” 

Julia 10F 

Miss E. Noakes 

MFL department 

Language assistants 

“This year, we 

have had two 

amazing foreign 

language 

assistants working 

with all the girls 

from years 7-11.”   
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E A D TE A C H E R  

M S  S A L L Y  WA L K E R  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

This painting of a landscape is by 

Rabbia Saleem in year 8 who is Artist 

of the month. 

Tina Masella 

Art Technician 

Artist of the month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday              - Monday 30th May to Fri 3rd June 2016 

Celebration Evening   - Thursday 30th June 2016 

Eid-al-Fitr School Holiday  - Thursday 7th July 2016 

Sports Day    - Tuesday 12th July 2016 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 13th July 2016 

Last School Day of the Year  - Wednesday 20th July 2016 

      - Years 9 & 10 depart at 12pm 

      - Years 7 & 8  depart at 1pm 
Published by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

