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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

As this is our first newsletter of the new academic year, I would like to welcome all of our new 

families into the Connaught community.  After a pleasing set of GCSE examination results which 

enabled so many students to secure 6th form places of their choice, we have had an excellent start 

to the new year. 

Our new students and new staff, have settled in very quickly, are working hard and tell me that they 

are happy to be at Connaught.  All the other students should also be commended for their 

excellent attitude and behaviour.  The girls look really smart and the majority of them, so far, have 

excellent attendance and punctuality. 

Probably the highlight of this half term has been our Open Evening for prospective students and 

their families.  This was followed up with 6 mornings when some families came back for a second 

look! The feedback was overwhelmingly positive, especially about the students who performed 

musical items, took part in classroom activities and were tour guides.  They were a credit to the 

school and to you as parents and carers. 

It was a pleasure to meet almost all of the Year 7 parents last week and some Year 11 parents at 

the ‘Time for Us’ session on Post 16 Options.  We have a full programme of ‘Time for Us’ parent 

workshops on a range of topics throughout the year which will be advertised on the website as well 

as letters sent home. Your views about the school are very important to us and that is why we ask 

you to complete a questionnaire when you attend a parents evening.  In future, if you indicate a 

concern on the questionnaire you will be given the option to give us your details so that it can be 

followed up by a senior member of staff.  Also you will be given the option to remain anonymous. 

In a world which is becoming almost cashless, we still seem to be handling a lot of money in school.  

School lunches need to be paid through Parent Pay and we have plans  for other payments such as 

school visits and music tuition to be also paid through Parent Pay.  If this causes you any problems 

please contact the school office. 

I am a great supporter of providing the girls with opportunities outside of the classroom and am 

always grateful to staff who organise clubs and visits outside of the school day.  We have faced a 

few challenges this term; the persistent rain in September caused the KS3 geography visits to the 

river in Wanstead Park to be postponed but they have now all taken place. 

Unfortunately the Year 10 history visits to the Belgium war graves were both cancelled on the day 

due to circumstances beyond our control and future dates will be arranged.  This was extremely 

disappointing for the students who remained co-operative and 

cheerful throughout.  We will continue to provide exciting 

educational experiences for the girls and I hope that you will 

encourage them to be involved. 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker. 



The year 10s, as 

part of an 

introduction to 

Product Design, 

had to use the 

upcylced wood 

from the gym to 

design and make 

a spirit level. They 

all have 

produced 

wonderful spirit 

levels from this 

wood. 

 

Year 10 Product Design 

The year 10 are currently 

using the metal poles 

from the gym equipment 

to design and make a 

stool. The photo on the 

left shows half scaled 

models and some 

sampling to scale. More 

completed photos will 

follow in the next 

newsletter. 

Ms T. Graydon 

Head of Product Design  

 

“The year 10 

are currently 

using the metal 

poles from the 

gym equipment 

to design and 

make a stool.” 
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In the summer the old gym 

equipment got removed. In 

Product Design we took 

every piece of rope, bolts, 

metal and wood! All 4 metres 

of it in some cases. 



There was a fantastic 

turnout at the 

Connaught Open 

Evening in Science that 

took place Wednesday 

30th September.  Two 

labs were packed with 

fun activities for all the 

prospective pupils and 

their families to take part 

in. The volunteers did a 

fantastic job engaging 

with all the guests and 

explaining the science 

behind air pressure, slime 

making, acids and alkalis, 

chromatography, food 

tests, electrical circuits 

and lots more. A big 

thank you to all our 

volunteers who did a 

fabulous job! 

To see more of what we 

do in Science please 

We ended up with 14 

bags of various items 

including sleeping bags, 

toothpaste and a range 

of men’s, women’s and 

kid’s clothing. 

A non uniform day was 

organised as well as a 

cake sale at break time 

and a breakfast sale. 

Overall the pupils raised 

over £800. The 

spontaneity and 

enthusiasm showed by 

the pupils in response to 

a humanitarian crisis was 

This term pupils have 

taken part in doing fund 

raising events for 

refugees affected by the 

crisis in Syria and across 

Europe. 

A group of pupils across 

the school year groups 

came together at lunch 

time to plan out the 

activities and organise 

the publicity for the 

events. 

This began with a 

clothing collection which 

would last for 2 weeks. 

incredible and a great 

symbol of human values. 

Mr P. Phillips 

Head ofCCPSHE   

Open Evening in the Science Department 

Refugee crisis 

Forest School Leadership Conference 
there the explorer Pen 

Hadow spoke about 

leadership, resilience and 

purpose in his leadership 

of expeditions to the 

North Pole. In the 

afternoon there were 

workshops on public 

speaking and 

communication. 

I found the day to be 

very inspiring and 

motivational. It has 

helped me feel more 

confident in my 

leadership role as 

secretary to the School 

Council and given me 

further enthusiasm and 

ambition to continue to 

help make Connaught 

School the best it can be. 

Sarah Perry 11C 

In September, Sarah Abid 

and I spent the day at 

Forest School at a 

leadership conference. 

There were students from 

schools all over London in 

senior leadership roles. In 

the morning there were 

various lectures about 

how to be a good 

leader. While we were 

“I found the 

day to be 

very inspiring 

and 

motivational.”  
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check us out at: 

drop-   

inscience@blogspot.co.uk 



This September, to 

reinforce their work on 

rivers all of the Y9 

students had the chance 

to spend an afternoon in 

Wanstead Park 

measuring features of a 

meander.  The students 

worked in groups to 

measure the width and 

depth of the river.  They 

also used oranges to see 

how fast it was flowing 

and measured pebble 

size to see how that 

varies across the river.  A 

few lucky students even 

had the chance to try 

out wearing waders! 

The afternoon was 

designed to give 

students a taster of what 

GCSE Geography 

fieldtrips involve and it 

worked brilliantly.  The Y9s 

all gained a really good 

insight into fieldwork 

methods and have been 

using the data back in 

class to complete a 

GCSE style write up.  

Ms S. Quinn 

Head of Geography 

inspirational speeches by 

people like Remy Ray a 

woman in the area that 

was studying fashion and 

made a plus clothing line 

for plus size fashion week.  

“I think Remy was very 

inspiring especially as we 

are girls going through 

stages where we may 

feel uncomfortable with 

the way we look or the 

way we feel, she made 

me feel as if I am perfect 

the way I am and no 

shape or 

size can 

define 

who I am.” 

One 

student 

was very 

impressed 

by the 

speech 

On Wednesday 7th 

October 2015, a group of 

year 10 girls made their 

way to Leyton, to attend 

a Black History Month 

workshop about young 

black entrepreneurs in 

our local area. Once we 

arrived we were 

arranged into groups 

with Walthamstow School 

for girls and we were all 

given a colour. We had 

different tasks and we 

were given a few very 

and said all of this about 

what she got out of it. 

After lunch the 

competition kicked off! In 

our groups we had a task 

to invent a tropical drink 

for a made up company 

and present on stage. 

The winning group got 

prizes. Everyone said 

something about their 

drinks on stage and it 

helped a few girls gain 

better confidence. It was 

a very enjoyable day 

and at the end the blue 

team had won. The blue 

team consisted of our 

very own year 10 girls, 

Fatima Ahmed 10C, 

Aliyah Gordon 10F and 

Orinta Bankauskaite 10S. 

Overall it was an 

amazing experience. 

Aamna Mahmood 10F. 

GCSE Geography fieldtrip 

Black History Month Workshop 

“In our groups 

we had a task to 

invent a tropical 

drink for a made 

up company 

and present on 

stage.” 
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This term at Connaught 

there are a large range 

of clubs available, both 

during school time and 

after school. We are 

lucky enough to have a 

number of external 

coaches coming in to run 

some of our clubs and 

the opportunity to take 

teams offsite to compete 

in various fixtures. 

If you wish to join a 

lunchtime club you need 

to have your diary signed 

by a member of the PE 

staff. You will then need 

to meet at the main gate 

at 1:15 to be taken over 

to the annexe by a 

teacher. You must bring 

your own lunch or get a 

packed lunch as you will 

not have time for a 

school dinner.  

If you wish to join an after 

school club you will need 

to get a note off the 

notice board in the gym 

changing room, take it 

home to get it signed 

and return it to the folder 

on the notice board. 

Ms E. Hebblewhite 

P.E. Department 

were taught in the 

practical part of the 

workshop, how to curate 

your own exhibition. We 

have also been able to 

use our experience in our 

GCSE art work. 

Maryna Marchak 11s  

Shamira Chowdhury 11w  

Shamira and I were lucky 

enough to have the 

opportunity to take part 

in the workshop ‘Insights 

into Art History: 

Unfinished…?’ at The 

Courtauld Gallery and 

also to visit the exhibition 

‘The Unfinished...’ We 

also had a tour with one 

of the gallery tour guides, 

who explained the 

pieces of art in the 

exhibition and the 

meaning behind the title 

‘The Unfinished...’ It was 

an amazing experience, 

especially because we 

PE Clubs 

Year 11 Art GCSE students visit the Courtauld Gallery    
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Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1.20 – 
2pm 

A C R O  
D A N C E  

C L U B  
(Dance,          

Gymnastics, 
Cheerleading) 

Ms Hebblewhite 
GYM 

N E T B A L L  
Ms Izobo 

GYM 
  

B T E C  P E  
C L U B  
Ms Tairi 

  

H E A L T H  
C L U B  

Ms              
Hebblewhite 
(Boxercise,   

Fitness,         
Exercise) 

GYM 

B A S K E T B A L L  

Ms Izobo 
GYM 

C R I C K E T  
Ms Dalton 

Playground 
  

3.20pm 
to 
4.20pm 

F O O T B A L L  

Lefty 
GYM 

  
K A R A T E  

Ms Shah 
HALL/GYM 

B A D M I N T O N  
T E A M  
Ms Izobo 

GYM 

K A R A T E  
Ms Shah 

GYM 

N E T B A L L  
T E A M  
Ms Izobo 

Playground/GYM 

  



Here at Connaught 

School for Girls, we have 

two language assistants 

within the language 

department.  This year, 

we will be working with 

both a French assistant, 

Clémentine and a 

Spanish assistant 

Verónica.  We would like 

to introduce them and 

describe their role as an 

assistant.  

Hola! My name is 

Verónica and I am the 

Spanish languages 

assistant at Connaught 

School for Girls.  I come 

from Andalucía in the 

south of Spain. Last year, 

I applied to work as a 

language assistant 

through the British 

Council.  Fortunately I 

was accepted and have 

now joined you all in this 

wonderful school.   

Being an assistant is really 

important to me for 

several reasons: it gives 

me the possibility to learn 

about the British culture 

and allows me to gain 

experience at school, as 

a secondary teacher.  At 

the same time, I will be 

able to teach my own 

language and culture 

whilst learning yours too.  

My role in the school is 

related with the 

development of 

students’ communication 

skills.  I prepare parts of 

lessons to allow the 

students full exposure to 

authentic language 

through means of 

listening, reading, writing 

and speaking activities.  

I’m allocated time within 

the lesson to talk to small 

groups of girls in order to 

give them a 1-1 based 

lesson.  This allows me to 

know the girls strengths 

and weaknesses and to 

help develop them for 

the future.  

I look forward to 

spending my time in all 

Spanish lessons, here at 

Connaught School for 

Girls.  

Verónica.  

 

Salut!  My name is 

Clémentine.  I come from 

France and was born in 

the Pyrenees in the south 

of France. 

I have been studying 

history for 6 years in Paris 

at the Sorbonne 

University.  In the future, I 

would like to be a History 

and Geography teacher 

therefore being here at 

Connaught School for 

Girls will give me a lot of 

confidence not only with 

my English, but also with 

my teaching skills. 

Last year I chose to 

spend a year in London 

as a French Language 

Assistant to discover 

Great Britain, to improve 

my English and to gain 

experience in the 

classroom.   

I look forward to working 

with your daughter within 

her French lessons. 

Clémentine.   

Connaught Language Assistants 

 “This year, we will 

be working with 

both a French 

assistant, 

Clémentine and a 

Spanish assistant 

Verónica.”  
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Verónica Clémentine 



Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E A D TE A C H E R  

M S  S A L L Y  WA L K E R  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Mya Skeete in year 9 was this month’s star artist. 

Ms T. Masella 

Art Technician 

Half term holiday  Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 

Time4Us  - Year 11 Exams Wednesday 4th November 5:30pm 

Mock GCSE exams  From Wednesday 9th December 

Christmas Lunch  Thursday 17th December 

Christmas Evening Concert Thursday 17th December 

Last day of term             Friday 18th December 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

