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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

As we approach the end of the year I would like to reflect on the school’s successes in 

2016. A visit from Ofsted in January confirmed that Connaught continues to be a 

‘Good’ school and then August brought us the best ever exam results, placing us in the 

top 4% of schools nationally for progress! 

However, it is the vast range of other activities which make Connaught such a great 

school. This issue alone demonstrates the excellent range of school visits, opportunities 

to represent the school and charitable events which take place on a regular basis. I 

am sure that most of you will remember a highlight of this year was when Leyla and Iza 

held a ten minute slot on the BBC news! The students are very good at and love 

organising events to raise money for charity especially when it involves baking and 

eating cakes! Which you can read about on page 2. 

Our relationship with parents and carers goes from strength to strength and it is so 

pleasing that more of you are coming to ‘Time for Us’ sessions. We would welcome 

suggestions for new ideas for these meetings. 

The girls have worked very hard this term especially the year 11’s who are just finishing 

their mock GCSE’s. They will be given their results at a Mock exam result’s day on 

January 24th. I am pleased at the high levels of good behaviour displayed by the 

students. I am however a little concerned that the attendance of some students is not 

as good as it should be, it is most important that attendance is as high as possible and 

that families do not plan holidays/ visits to families overseas during term time. 

Thank you for your responses to the consultation on the timing of the school day. From 

January 2017 the school day will end at 3:10pm every Thursday. 

Additionally I would like to remind all parents / carers that pay for school meals that 

they must ensure money is loaded on to their daughter’s ParentPay account.  Cash will 

not be accepted by the school to pay for school meals from January 2017. 

School will finish on Wednesday 21st December at 12.00pm for years 10 & 11 and 

1.00pm for years 7,8 and 9. School reopens at 8.30am on Thursday 5th January 2017. 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and restful winter 

holiday and health and happiness for you all in 2017. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sally Walker 



This term Year 8 have 

been involved in 

researching charities that 

they could support. They 

had to work in groups 

and put a presentation 

together for their form 

class. The presentation 

had to detail information 

about a charity and they 

had to explain to their 

class why they thought it  

8W. Year 8 held bake 

sales on: Wednesday 

23rd November for UPPER 

school and Thursday 24th 

November for LOWER 

school at break time. 

The year group brought 

in baked/ready-made 

cakes on the Wednesday 

morning. There was an 

assortment of cakes and 

many pupils had made 

an effort to bake 

something.                  

Year 8 raised £399.36 in 

total. The money raised 

will be split equally 

between the 4 charities. 

Well done Year 8 for all 

your hard work and 

thank you to all year 

groups for supporting the 

bake sale. It was a 

complete success.  

 

Ms. Maniar/Mr. Huber 

Year 8 Charity Bake Sale 

would be suitable to 

support.  

Each form in Year 8 

chose the following 

charities to raise money 

for: National Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Children - 8S, Royal 

National Lifeboat Institute 

- 8F, Cancer Research 

U.K. - 8C and Water Aid -  

“There was an 

assortment of 

cakes and 

many pupils 

had made an 

effort to bake 

something.”                   
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Every year on the 11th 

November, many people 

and schools across the 

country pause to reflect 

and remember those 

that have given their lives 

in conflict.  

We were very pleased 

and proud to be invited 

as a local Waltham 

Forest school to attend 

this year’s British Legion 

ceremony at Tesco in 

Leytonstone. The whole 

store was involved, 

including staff, school 

students and teachers 

and of course British 

Legion organisers. 

Year 9 students are 

currently studying the First 

World War and are 

developing their 

awareness of how 

warfare affected so 

many millions of soldiers 

and civilians around the 

world. It was a local yet 

poignant opportunity for 

eight students to attend 

a service which made 

them feel a part of the 

local community but also 

to see ex-veterans and 

community religious 

leaders leading a 

memorial including music 

and silent reflection.  

The year 9 students in 

attendance should be 

very proud of their 

behaviour; they showed 

a great deal of respect 

towards the whole 

occasion.  

Miss Skelly 

Head of History 

 

Year 9 visit to the British Legion Remembrance service 

“The whole store 

was involved, 

including staff, 

school students 

and teachers and 

of course British 

Legion 

organisers.” 
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On the 16th of 

November, 10 year 11 

students including myself, 

attended a lecture by Dr 

Iasonas F. Triantis from 

the department of 

Electrical and Electronic 

Engineering, City 

University London. The 

lecture he gave was 

entitled, ‘Implantable 

Neuroprosthetics: Talking 

with Neurons for 

Diagnosis and Therapy.’ 

The lecturer spoke about 

how electronics can help 

people with paralysis and 

even people with mental 

disorders such as bipolar. 

We were also able to 

view new research (only 

5 days old) which 

showed how new 

electronic developments 

were able to 

restore leg 

movement in a 

formerly 

paralysed 

patient, 

something that 

was thought to 

be impossible 

before then. 

The lecture 

inspired all of 

us to consider 

a career which 

will allow us to 

be creative as 

well as 

articulate, which is what 

bioengineering is all 

about. After the lecture 

we all left spell-bound 

and excited about the 

prospect of going into 

something as meaningful 

as bioengineering. We 

are grateful that Ms 

Krunic and Mr  Patterson 

gave us the opportunity 

to go to this lecture and 

we hope to go to many 

more! 

Leyla 11W 

London’s waste is 

disposed of, and how it 

has changed from 

unsustainably being put 

in a landfill to sustainably 

being burnt for energy 

and recycled. 

At the site, we found out 

that the London Waste 

centre provides enough 

energy to power over 

70,000 homes per year, 

through recycling, 

incinerating and 

composting our waste. 

We also got to see where 

the composting process 

takes place, and got to 

see some six-day-old 

compost – which was 

pungent to say the least! 

On Friday 4th November 

and Friday 11th 

November, Year 10 

Geography classes 

visited the London Waste 

Eco Park in Edmonton, as 

part of our topic of 

London and its increasing 

population. There we 

learnt about how 

Furthermore, we had the 

opportunity to ask 

questions about how 

London deals with its 

waste. This allowed us to 

find out that as London’s 

population increases, a 

new site will have to be 

built, to keep up with the 

increase in rubbish. 

Overall, the trip was very 

informative, and allowed 

us to have a clear 

explanation of how 

London deals with its 

excessive waste, along 

with a close up preview, 

which will certainly help 

us with our current topic 

in lessons. 

Aaishah Kara 10W  

 City University London lecture  

Year 10 Visit to the London Waste Eco Park 

“After the lecture 

we all left spell-

bound and 

excited about the 

prospect of going 

into something as 

meaningful as 

bioengineering.”  
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Following on from our 

previous article about 

the ‘Operation Christmas 

Box’ Collection, Year 9 as 

a whole year group 

successfully sent off 

multiple Christmas boxes 

to the Samaritans Purse 

organisation. Each form 

co-operated and 

constructively created a 

box full of goodies, 

everyday essentials and 

much more. Once they 

were all neatly wrapped 

up, they were all handed 

to Mrs Patterson, who 

later that day, with help 

from Mr Patterson, 

successfully transported 

them to The Entertainer 

shop in Westfield. The 

Entertainer forwards the 

shoe boxes that people 

have made to Operation 

Christmas Child, who 

gives them to children 

who are less fortunate 

than us. These gifts will be 

delivered to these 

children for Christmas 

and we will be notified in 

January as to their 

destination! We hope 

that these children are 

able to cherish and play 

with the items! 

 Zahraa and Tia 9C 

subject.  He also 

highlighted how teachers 

indicate every student’s 

individual progress to 

their personal minimum 

expected grades at 

GCSE. 

We always welcome 

feedback about how we 

assess and report your 

daughter’s progress. 

It was a pleasure to see 

so many families 

attending the recent 

Time 4 Us session about 

assessment, marking and 

reports in November 

2016. Ms Hickes 

explained some of the 

research and theory that 

has helped us develop 

our Marking and Written 

Feedback policy and 

explained how this might 

look in students’ books. 

An important feature of 

our policy is students 

having the time and 

support to correct, 

improve and extend their 

written answers. 

Mr Cross explained how 

the school, like all 

schools, has moved 

away from National 

Curriculum levels (they 

no longer exist) and how 

we now assess students’ 

knowledge, 

understanding and skills 

taught in every 

Operation ‘Christmas Box’ Collection 

Time 4 Us  

“Each form co-

operated and 

constructively 

created a box full 

of goodies, 

everyday 

essentials and 

much more.”  
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Please do not hesitate to 

get in touch with us. 

Please check the school 

website and look out for 

letters your daughter will 

bring home about Time 4 

Us sessions in the Spring 

Term 2017. 

Mr G. Cross 

Deputy Headteacher 



Congratulations to all the 

talented students who 

entered original art work 

for our Christmas Card 

Competition 2016. We 

had more entries than 

ever before and it was a 

very difficult job to 

narrow them down to 

one winner. So, the 

solution was to sell a 

pack of 5 mixed cards, 

with prizes awarded as 

follows; 

Well done to all those 

who took part. 

Ms. G. Wensley 

Art department 

Christmas Card Competition 2016 
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2nd prize to Lois Laryea 10F 

3rd prize to Evie Merrifield 9S  

1st prize to Grace Penton  10F 

Special commendation to 

Karishma Groodoyal 9F 



On the evening of  

Thursday 8th December,  

quite a few KS3 and KS4 

students got a chance to 

visit the Imperial College 

to listen to a  fascinating 

Christmas lecture titled, 

'Bio-inspired flying robots 

for future cities’. We also 

had a chance to 

experience other science 

activities presented by 

the Imperial College 

science students. The 

evening was very 

educational and 

enjoyable. 

Imperial College visit 

was very informative! The 

lecturer (Mirko Kovac) 

and his presentation 

were extremely 

impressive; he even 

showed us some of his 

own drones while 

explaining how these 

robots will have a positive 

impact on Earth and on 

our way of life in the 

future. We would like to 

thank Ms Krunic and Mr 

Patterson for organising 

this amazing trip. 

Amina  9W & Qi Zhen 9S 

We thought the trip was 

very amusing and we felt 

Christmas sensations in 

the air. Some of the 

Imperial College students 

were even making snow! 

The snacks were lovely 

and people hosting were 

really approachable. We 

were very engaged and 

have learned more 

about the relationship 

between biology and 

technology. The lecture 

“Bio-inspired 

flying robots for 

future cities.”  
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The Green Plant It 

Challenge has been an 

amazing experience for 

all of us. When we first 

visited Capel Manor 

Garden Architecture 

College, we were told to 

design a garden with a 

specific theme (we 

chose a Japanese 

theme), we competed 

with many schools. To be 

honest ours was not the 

best, but we didn’t give 

our hopes up, there was 

more than one prize for 

many different reasons. 

When we first arrived at 

the location we stepped 

into a tent filled with 

people from different 

schools. On the sides of 

the tent were stalls where 

each school had an area 

to show off their finished 

product. When we sat 

down we were told that 

we were going to be 

doing an activity, which 

involved us using our 

map skills to look for 

different gardens and 

plants, there was also a 

prize for the school who 

got the most correct 

answers, it wasn’t us. 

While we were exploring, 

and answering questions 

there was a camera man 

following us. Once we 

were done, it was time to 

have our lunch, we sat in 

one of the gardens but 

there was only one 

bench which meant 

some of us had to sit at 

the edge of the pond. 

While sitting there, my 

juice fell inside the pond. 

¬‿¬.  

Once we got back to the 

tent it was time to 

present our product to 

the judges and we did 

quite well. 

Once everyone settled 

down it was time to vote 

for the pupil choice 

winner, then we had to 

do a questionnaire about 

horticulture. Once we 

were done with that, 

Jamie Butterworth came 

to talk to us about 

horticulture and how it 

made him who he is 

today. Horticulture is a 

type of job that involves 

garden designing and 

growing plants, fruit and 

vegetables. 

Finally, it was the 

moment we were all 

waiting for, it was time to 

announce the winners. 

We first did the winners of 

the quiz, it wasn’t us, next 

was the pupil choice 

award, it wasn’t us, then 

there was the judges best 

choice, it wasn’t us. 

Finally it was the last 

award, which was for the 

best teamwork, it was us 

YAY! We had won 

because we had a 

different range of ages in 

our group. 

Faseeha, Sumeyya, 

Jama and Aaisha 9W  

Fatima and Amina 7C 

The Green Plant It Challenge  

“The Green Plant It 

Challenge has 

been an amazing 

experience for all 

of us.”  
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On September 29th 

Connaught’s School 

Council visited Norlington 

School to work with the 

local council on a 

project to redevelop 

Linear Park.  The council 

want to develop the park 

as part of the Waltham 

Forest Mini Holland 

Scheme.  We worked 

collectively with 

Norlington School 

Council and came up 

with a range of ideas to 

reorganise the lay out of 

the park and the way the 

community use it.  It was 

especially interesting 

seeing how our ideas 

were different to the 

boys at Norlington. 

We had the chance to 

explain our views to the 

council who took our 

ideas with them to 

discuss with the rest of 

their team.  When they 

have had a chance to 

look them over in more 

detail we are going to be 

invited to meet again 

and feedback our 

opinions on their 

updated plans. 

It was interesting to see 

how council decisions 

are made and it was fun 

getting to work with 

another school council 

and share our ideas.  It 

was really good to see 

that our ideas were 

being taken seriously by 

the council.   

Sajida Ahmed 10W and 

Fatma Ahmed 11C 

and surveying the area. 

While in Hackney Wick 

we surveyed the 

residents asking questions 

ranging from “Do you 

think this area is diverse?” 

and “What do you think 

about your community’s 

environment?” 

In addition to this, while 

observing the area, each 

group counted the 

amount of pedestrians, 

types of transport, 

amount of litter etc. The 

results were tallied and 

How has the 

redevelopment in 

Stratford New Town 

affected the quality of 

life in the area? 

Recently the year 10 

GCSE Geography groups 

went on a field trip to 

East Village. This field trip 

was to evaluate how 

sustainable the area of 

Stratford New Town and 

East Village is and was 

carried out by walking 

through Hackney Wick 

evaluating, observing 

put onto a series 

of  graphs when we 

reached school. 

Overall we found that 

the area that had been 

developed had a much 

better environment and 

a better quality of life but 

that the house prices are 

now too expensive. In our 

opinion, the 

development has been a 

success. 

 Maariyah Master, Fatima 

Akuji and Maha 

Maqsood 10W   

School Council – Linear Park Design Workshop  

East Village visit 

“It was especially 

interesting 

seeing how our 

ideas were 

different to the 

boys at 

Norlington.” 
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Art GCSE student Fiza Patel is our 

Artist of the Month. This lovely still 

life collage was inspired by the 

work of Henri Matisse. 

Congratulations to Fiza. 

Tina Massella 

Art Technician 

Artist of the Month 

First Day of Term for Students - Thursday 5th January 2017 

Year 11 Mock GCSE Results Day - Tuesday 24th January 2017 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 26th January 2017 

February Half-Term Holiday - Monday 13th to Friday 17th February 2017 

Year 11 Photographs  - Thursday 23rd February 2017 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 23rd February 2017 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 23rd March 2017 

Spring Term Break  - Monday 3rd April to Monday 17th April 2017 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 27th April 2017 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 11th May 2017 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2017 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 21st July 2017 
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