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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parent/Carer, 

In the January assemblies, we talked about and shared our New Year resolutions.  As 

would be expected many of the girls said that they were going to work harder.  On 

January 24th all Year 11 students received their mock GCSE  results.  I am pleased that 

many of them did  well and were happy with their performance.  Others need to work 

harder in order to achieve their best and not be disappointed with their outcomes in 

the summer.  There will be many extra classes put on for Year 11 students between now 

and their exams, these will be during lunchtimes, after school, weekends and holidays.  I 

hope that all parents will engage and encourage their daughters to study regularly and 

attend extra classes when necessary.  If you have any concerns please do not hesitate 

to contact the class teacher for more information. 

Another popular ‘resolution’ was to be healthier.  As the weather improves, can I urge 

you to encourage your daughter to walk to school.  Pollution is extremely high in this 

part of London and the congestion of cars, especially in Dyers Hall Road, is making this 

even worse.  Girls also should be drinking water, not fizzy drinks and a reminder that 

energy drinks i.e. Boost, are not allowed in school and will be confiscated. 

I am pleased to inform you that the Connaught PTA was launched last week.  A small 

yet enthusiastic group of parents and staff met and decided to organise an 

International Evening and Car Boot sale before the end of the school year.  Further 

details of these events will be circulated and all help will be very much appreciated.  

The next meeting will be on March 7th at 6.00 p.m. 

As a school we are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Donohue, our school librarian who is 

retiring after working for 11 years, 3 months in the school.  The staff and students will 

certainly miss her and wish her a healthy and happy retirement. 

 

I hope you all have a good half term.  School reopens on Monday 20th February. 

 

Best wishes, 

Sally Walker 

 



This year, History GCSE 

students have been 

learning a new topic; 

Elizabethan England 1558

-1588. They completed 

their studies by 

December 2016 and this 

trip in the New Year  was 

intended to offer 

development and 

extension of  knowledge. 

It was an interesting day 

and served a useful 

purpose to consolidate 

student learning.  

We set off to the National 

Portrait Gallery where we 

were met by the Deputy 

curator. She delivered an 

engaging and academic 

lecture on portrait study 

and I was very impressed 

with the girls’ level of 

engagement and 

knowledge. Many 

students were keen to 

show off their skills at 

source analysis. They also 

had an opportunity to 

visit the gallery and see 

portraits in real size and 

understand the 

symbolism and 

significance behind 

them.  

The Tower of London 

enabled students to 

investigate entire 

buildings that were 

relevant to the topic. 

Despite the cold January 

weather, the students 

answered questions and 

completed activities 

allowing them to gain 

real insight into the many 

uses of the Tower and 

what it may have been 

like in the 16th century. 

Their focus and ability 

was a credit to the 

school.  

Miss A. Skelley 

Head of History 

History GCSE visits The National Portrait Gallery and The Tower of London. 

“It was an 

interesting day 

and served a 

useful purpose 

to consolidate 

student 

learning.” 
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Connaught Students 

were lucky enough to 

take part in a new 

educational venture from 

Google.  

On Wednesday 11th 

January, the Google 

Expeditions team visited 

the library giving 

hundreds of our students 

the opportunity to 

explore the world around 

us. It was an interactive 

experience allowing 

students to visit sites, 

cities and places that 

served to extend and 

develop their curriculum 

understanding. Google 

Predictions have been 

trialling this programme in 

schools since September 

2016, therefore we were 

privileged to be able to 

be one of the first schools 

to learn from the 

experience. Many 

subjects were involved, 

for example 

Geographers were able 

to visit Bangladesh and 

the Seven Wonders of 

the World. BTEC P.E. 

pupils explored the detail 

of the human body and 

Historians were in the 

trenches of the First World 

War.  

It was a fantastic 30 

minute exploration for 

our students who 

managed to visit places 

many of us will never 

actually go to, all from 

the comfort of the school 

library. The only slight 

downside was that some 

felt slightly motion sick 

due to the movement 

within the app. Overall it 

was a worthwhile activity 

to be a part of. Here are 

some thoughts from year 

9 who took part.   

“It felt like I was really 

there, it was like you 

could touch your 

surroundings.”  

Yumna 

“It was an interesting 

experience, better than I 

thought.”  

Kylie 

“It was not what I had 

expected! It was like an 

illusion.”  

Vivienne 

“I felt like I was in a 

movie.”  

Layla 

 

Miss A. Skelley 

Head of History 

 

Google Expeditions 

“It felt like I 

was really 

there, it was 

like you could 

touch your 

surroundings.”  
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Connaught host a number of PE clubs, these clubs are designed to improve BTEC grades, build confidence and gross 

motor skills. Students can also go onto participate in competitions. 

If you would like your daughter to attend any of the after school clubs, please ensure she obtains a letter from the PE 

department and returns it back to us.     Ms C. Izobo     P.E. department 
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(LHC) is the world’s 

largest particle 

accelerator that is built 

under the ground 

beneath the France-

Switzerland border.  

The collider is equivalent 

to the size of London’s 

Central Tube line. The 

experiments in the 

collider tunnel are 

intended to search for 

answers to big questions 

such as what exactly 

happened after the Big 

Bang or what is Dark 

Matter?  

Overall, it was a good 

experience and we 

loved going to 

Westminster School but 

we quickly learnt that this 

was a very challenging 

field in physics.   

Here are some of our 

impressions:  

"Great lecture about the 

atomic fields of physics 

and particles."      

Aamirah Khava 10s 

 

"It was a SMASHING 

presentation!"                 

All of us 

 

"It was a very insightful 

educational lecture." 

Hafsa Zaman 10f 

 

"It was interesting, 

however it was very 

challenging too." 

Aaminah Sadiq-Vali 

 

"I enjoyed the collisions!" 

Mr Patterson 

 

By Zakiya Abbas 10C 

Westminster school visit 

After going to 

Westminster school, I 

learnt that the universe is 

a very dark and complex 

place. I also learnt that 

85% of our universe is 

made up of Dark Matter. 

The Hadron Collider 



On Tuesday 17th January 

2017 about 20 Year 9 

students went to an 

Apple Workshop in 

Oxford Circus arranged 

by Mr Ali. We left the 

school at 9:40am and 

arrived at the store 

around 10:30. When we 

reached there we 

received awesome t-

shirts and even had to 

put them on. The 

workshop was very much 

fun and was based 

around a robotic ball 

called Sphero. We 

worked in pairs and used 

ICT and coding skills to 

complete mazes using 

IPADs. The staff were very 

welcoming and helpful. It 

was an amazing 

experience and at the 

end of the session we 

were also given 

certificates for our hard 

work. We would also like 

to thank Mr Ali, Mr Russell 

and Ms Thorndyke for 

taking their time to take 

us. Thanks a lot! 

Ayesha Undre 9W and 

Mya Dennis 9S 

her open the box. When 

she opened the box she 

saw an adorable toy owl 

surrounded by sweets! 

Many thanks to year 9 

and especially 9C for 

making a huge 

difference to these 

young lives! 

Zahraa Joomun 9C 

(School News Reporter)

and Mrs Patterson Form 

Tutor 

Year 9 Christmas gift 

boxes, organised by 9C, 

were delivered to quite 

unfortunate and poor 

families in Albania over 

the Christmas period. The 

children over in Albania 

enthusiastically and 

eagerly helped the team 

leader to open up the 

boxes. At this point the 

language barrier 

disappeared and all of a 

sudden they all 

communicated using 

smiles, handshakes, 

gestures and tearful eyes. 

One girl received a huge 

shoebox so heavy she 

was not able to carry it 

by herself! A volunteer 

then assisted and helped 

 Apple Workshop  

Christmas Boxes  

“The workshop 

was very much 

fun and was 

based around a 

robotic ball 

called Sphero.”  
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Miss Noakes’ year 9 

Spanish class have been 

learning about the parts 

of the body and have 

created dialogues and 

mini plays about being at 

the doctors. They dressed 

up wearing all sorts of 

outfits and really worked 

hard on memorising their 

dialogues and working 

on their pronunciation. 

Here is what a couple of 

girls had to say. 

“It was really fun making 

our scenarios! My most 

favourite part was 

probably the role play 

because I love acting! I 

also really enjoyed 

making up the different 

injuries!”   

Iman Rahman 9W 

“It was really funny 

creating different fake 

accidents in Spanish. It 

really helped me learn 

the different vocab from 

memory! In my dialogue, 

I was allergic to cats and 

had many other strange 

accidents!”   

Ivana Durovic 9C 

areas, especially in art 

and history.  

The first of the four session 

course was held at the 

Courtauld Gallery in 

Central London, well-

known for its housing of 

Impressionist and Post-

Impressionist paintings. 

The visit was enjoyable 

and educational; 

presenting us with a vast 

array of different artworks 

and the impactful 

context that defines 

them.  We were given 

the chance to observe 

and immerse ourselves in 

In early January of this 

year, Year 10 students 

were given the 

opportunity to 

participate in an 

enlightening course held 

by the Courtauld Institute 

about the history of art, 

particularly revolving 

around the period of the 

Weimar Republic.  

The aim of this course 

was to introduce the 

subject as a potential 

area for future study and 

to develop a wide range 

of skills which would be 

helpful in several subject 

the plethora of distinctive 

art pieces and really 

explore the different 

techniques and 

compositions with which 

artists experimented.  

This was followed by 

three consecutive weeks 

of short sessions held in 

school. During these 

sessions, two course 

leaders from the 

Courtauld Institute 

delivered an illustrated 

discussion of the 

influence of historical 

periods in works of art 

and we were able to 

¡En el medico!  - At the doctors! 

Year 10 Art extra-curricular Project 

“It was really fun 

making our 

scenarios!” 
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analyse and interpret 

pieces ourselves. This 

allowed us to reflect and 

enhance our knowledge 

of the topic and to 

comprehend the extent 

of suffering that so many 

had to endure through 

the various mediums of 

art. For instance, German 

visual art was heavily 

influenced by the 

political strain and 

economic and social 

turmoil of that time. This 

was depicted in a series 

of prints and paintings 

from the artistic 

movement of the 

Bauhaus. 

Overall, the course gave 

us a developed idea of 

what life was like in that 

period of time, and was 

beneficial in our 

understanding of art 

history for our current 

GCSE Courses and or 

future studies, should we 

choose to take them. It 

helped us to perceive 

the culture of the Weimar 

Era in a new light and 

therefore was essential in 

developing historical 

empathy and discipline 

of art history.  

Kiran Khan 10W  

Year 10 Art extra-curricular Project continued 

Christmas Concert 2016 
vocal solos, duos and 

trios given by our many 

talented girls. A Christmas 

Hallelujah was 

particularly movingly 

sung by Year 11 girls 

Georgia and Sarah and 

the huge lower school 

choir performed three 

songs from The Sound of 

Music. Various 

instrumental items were 

also featured throughout 

the evening, including 

our woodwind and string 

groups, piano duets and 

even a piano trio. 

In addition we were 

treated to the  Dance of 

the Sugar Plum Fairy 

gracefully performed by 

Hope. 

Midway through the 

concert the Drama Club 

provided a thought-

provoking piece called 

Paper Aeroplanes and 

Boats reflecting some of 

the issues faced by the 

refugee crisis. 

Thank you to all the 

families and friends who 

supported our concert - 

there was a really lovely 

atmosphere throughout 

the evening. 

Mrs R. Sanger 

Head of Music 

On the penultimate 

evening of term, a bigger 

than ever Christmas 

concert audience came 

to support our 86 

performers and helped 

create a really festive 

occasion.  

The Year 10 and 11 Steel 

Band opened the event 

with All I Want for 

Christmas followed by a 

Christmas medley of 

carols sung by the whole 

school choir of over 60 

girls. Sisters Tamzin 10W 

and Tamara 7G gave a 

beautiful performance of 

O Holy Night along with 

many other magical 
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“The Year 10 

and 11 Steel 

Band opened 

the event with 

All I Want for 

Christmas” 



Christmas Concert 2016 photos 
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On Friday the 19th of 

December 2016, our year 

8 German class and Ms 

Ball’s class were split into 

three groups to make 

gingerbread houses. We 

had a lot of fun! We had 

to assemble the houses 

and use thick white icing 

to make them stand up 

securely. To build the 

roof, we added the thick 

white icing and only just 

about managed to stick 

it on before it dried. We 

also had a little Christmas 

tree and gingerbread 

man (We decorated the 

whole house!) 

The groups had to be 

very organised assigning 

each job to different 

members of their group 

and because we were 

organised, our 

gingerbread structure 

was built very quickly. 

Even though we did get 

our hands messy during 

the sticking and 

decorating with icing, it 

was worth it  because in 

the end our project 

looked amazing and 

tasted beyond delicious. 

We had a lot of fun and 

everyone was smiling but 

I wish we could do it 

again. 

Siddiqa Shaikh 8C 

Maariya Omer 8S,  a 

student in Mrs Patterson’s 

German class said “I very 

much enjoyed this lesson 

as, not only did it involve 

food, but we got to work 

as a team to create a 

messy yet tasty 

gingerbread house. It 

was a lot of fun and I am 

sure everybody else 

enjoyed it as well. We all 

had an entertaining and 

enjoyable experience.’’ 

Article edited by Tia 

Folami 9C  School news 

reporter  

Wir haben Lebkuchenhäuser gebaut 

“We had a lot 

of fun and 

everyone was 

smiling but I wish 

we could do it 

again.” 
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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Congratulations to Art GCSE 

student Brigita Tarakanovaite 

for being our Artist of the 

Month. This painting is Brigita's 

response in a Fauvist style 

having investigated the work 

of Andre Derain and Henri 

Matisse. 

Tina Masella 

Art Technician 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

First Day back after Half-Term - Monday 20th February 2017 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 23rd February 2017 

Year 9 Time4Us Options Evening - Wednesday 1st March 2017 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 23rd March 2017 

Staff Training Day  - Wednesday 15th March 2017 

Spring Term Break  - Friday 31st March to Tuesday 18th April 2017 

May Day Bank Holiday  - Monday 1st May 2017 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2017 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 27th April 2017 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 11th May 2017 

Sports Day   - Friday 14th July 2017 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event  - Monday 3rd July 2017 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 19th July 2017 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 21st July 2017 
Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 
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