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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have had a really fantastic end to a very successful school year.  Over the 

last few weeks there have been so many really exciting experiences for our 

students.  Some Year 10s went to Dorset on a Geography field trip, whilst 

younger students have been carrying out their fieldwork in Wanstead Park. 

The profile of sport in the school has really increased this term.  Students have 

taken part in the Borough Athletics Championships, rounders tournaments and 

we held a very successful sports day last week.  Over 100 students were taken 

to the para athletics on Monday night and had a fabulous time.   

We said our fond farewells to Year 11 students with an excellent Leavers Event 

and Celebration Evening. 

I would like to thank everyone involved in our first ‘PTA’  venture, the Table Top 

Extravaganza on July 8th.  Over £2000 was raised, which is a great start. 

At this time it is always with great sadness that we say goodbye to staff who are 

moving on. 

Mr Dorrell is taking up a new teaching role in Malaysia, Ms Ball is ‘retiring’ and 

looking forward to new ventures.  Ms Skelly is moving to Leeds and has a new 

job as Head of Humanities,  Mrs Woolf is retiring after a long service as a 

Learning Support Assistant.  We are also sad to see staff leave who haven’t 

been with us as long: Ms Kaur, a Learning Support Assistant and Ms Brigden who 

has covered Ms Quinn’s maternity leave. 

I would like to thank all these people for the massive contribution they have 

made to your daughters’ education and wish them all the best for successful 

and happy futures. 

I would like to conclude by thanking you all for your support throughout the 

year and wish you all an enjoyable summer. 

 

Sally Walker. 



The Humanities 

department would like to 

recognise some students 

this year to highlight the 

contribution they have 

made to their lessons. 

Staff in the Humanities 

department have had a 

tough job selecting 

students for the following 

certificates as there are 

so many Connaught 

pupils that work diligently 

and with focus and care.  

I hope that this 

recognition for 

academic achievement 

and exceptional effort 

will inspire others to work 

to the best of their ability 

and to believe in 

themselves in studying 

world religions, 

geographical case 

studies and historical 

eras. All of these subjects 

enable our pupils to 

become mature and well

-rounded young adults.  

We are very proud of the 

following students who 

have been selected this 

year, though a message 

goes out to all of our 

pupils: work hard and 

you will go far.  

A huge well done to:  

Humanities Awards 
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History 

KS3: Academic: Aaliyah Dustagheer 8C 

Effort: Sana Hussain 9C 

KS4: Academic: Safia Rasool 10S 

Effort: Amaarah Bhana 10W 

 

Geography 

KS3: Academic: Raabia Salem 9F 

Effort: Asiya Ramjan 8S 

KS4: Academic: Aaishah Kara 10W 

Effort: Bella Penton 10C 

 

R.E 

KS3: Academic: Aamaenah Maulvi 7G 

Effort: Imaan Malik 9C 

KS4: Academic: Philippa Osei 10F 

Effort: Sinead McEwan 10W 

Miss A. Skelly 

Head of Humanities 



Year 8 have been 

learning about the river 

system, its processes and 

the landforms that form 

within them. To see some 

of these in action, Year 8 

went on a field trip to 

Wanstead meander on 

the 15th of June and the 

17th of July to measure its 

depth, pebble sizes and 

current. Students had fun 

getting into their wellies 

and waders to see for 

themselves the different 

rates of erosion and 

deposition within the 

meander and test the 

hypothesis that the 

fastest current in the 

meander is on the 

outside bend.  

“I really enjoyed the trip 

as we worked together 

to get information on the 

river. We all got to get in 

and had fun while 

measuring rocks and 

how deep the river was. 

We saw cute dogs and 

apparently some people 

saw a water snake! The 

trip was fun but I nearly 

fell into the river!”   

Rawen 8C 

“I liked the trip. I got to 

run in the river. We saw 

cute dogs. We got to 

measure how deep the 

river was and saw a 

water snake. We also got 

to see Ms Quinn.”  

Monika 8C 

It was a wonderful 

experience to see 

processes at work in the 

natural environment and 

for Year 8 to enhance 

their field work skills.   

Miss M. Brigden 

Humanities Department 

Wanstead Park trip 
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Life of Galileo                

On the 28th June Year 10 

GCSE Drama students 

went on a theatre trip to 

watch ‘Life of Galileo’ by 

Bertolt Brecht at The 

Young Vic Theatre in 

London.  

Life of Galileo is based on 

the real life of the 

seventeenth century 

astronomer and physicist 

Galileo Galilei, it follows 

his life long battle with 

the Church and the 

authorities to prove the 

theory that the sun is the 

centre of the universe not 

the earth. 

The play was staged in 

the Brechtian 

style, where the 

audience are 

constantly 

reminded that 

what they are 

watching is a 

play.  However, 

the In-the-round 

staging, a full 

ceiling projection 

that depicted a 

moving image of 

the universe and 

a loud and 

original music score by 

‘The Chemical Brothers’ 

Tom Rowlands made for 

a totally immersive 

experience from the 

audience’s point of view. 

It was a fantastic 

production that students 

will have to review as 

part of their GCSE course. 

 

 

students, Zaynab Ahmed 

in 9F said, “Lee had lots 

of energy and he taught 

us lots of techniques 

about how to create 

funny characters. 

Comedy can be hard to 

do sometimes but taking 

part in this workshop 

gave me more 

confidence. I have since 

put these activities into 

Comedy Workshop       

0n  the 20th June 20 Year 

8 and 9 students 

participated in a 2 hour 

Comedy workshop that 

was delivered by Lee 

Griffiths, the Comedy 

Associate at The Soho 

Theatre. The students 

learnt about creating 

comedic characters. 

One of the participating 

use in my lessons and 

when performing in the 

short play “What is going 

on here?” during the 

Celebration Evening. 

Ms A. Jemal 

Drama Department 

Drama news 

“The play, ‘What 

is going on here?’ 

is a short comedy 

about a school in 

the middle of an 

Ofsted 

inspection.”  
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Celebration 

Evening 2017- 

Drama 

Performance 

This year’s Drama 

performance was an 

original play written by 

one of our very own 

playwrights, Sinead 

McEwan in 10W. The 

play, ‘’What is going on 

here?” is a short comedy 

about a school in the 

middle of an Ofsted 

inspection. During the 

play we meet a whole 

host of stereotypical 

comedy characters (that 

are of course not based 

on any Connaught staff!) 

Sinead helped to direct 

a talented group of Year 

8 & 9 students who multi-

rolled their way through 

the variety of characters. 

A thoroughly enjoyable 

way to end the term! 



On the 11th of July the 

Year 10 BTEC group 

organised a concert as 

part of their course. There 

were many talented acts 

and a great time was 

had by all. 

Summer Serenade of Musicals 
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What’s the truth? 

Name: “The Other Side of 

Truth” 

Author: Beverly Naidoo 

Publisher: Puffin Books 

Year: 2000 

Star Rating:  

I thought this book was 

well written and very 

realistic. It is accessible to 

teenagers because the 

story is told from the 

perspective of a child 

around our age. The story 

makes us think about 

how much worse our lives 

could be, and how well 

off we are in England.  

It also approaches the 

subjects of human rights 

abuse, political 

oppression, corruption 

and bullying, all of them 

serious and ever present; 

it shows how much 

harder we should be 

trying to eradicate them. 

It’s important to learn 

about these subjects 

because as we get older, 

we’ll hear them a lot 

more. 

On the other hand, 

although the story in itself 

was definitely thought-

provoking, I found the bit 

about bullying and peer 

pressure too similar to 

other books. I would 

have preferred a longer 

book with more action. 

by Aamaenah Maulvi 7G 

fact that Carrie thinks 

Hepzibah Green (their 

friend) is a witch, very 

intriguing.  

What we didn’t find 

interesting is when Mr 

Evans keeps bullying 

Carrie and 

Nick and is 

rude to them. 

We also 

didn’t like it 

when Mr 

Evans acts 

kind in front 

of their mum 

but evil when 

there is 

nobody 

around, 

which shows 

that he is two

-faced.  

The target 

audience for 

the book is 

students our 

age who 

Carrie’s War 

Adventure 

Name: “Carrie’s War” 

Author: Nina Bawden 

Publisher: Puffin Books 

Year: 1973  

Star Rating:  

“Carrie’s War” is about 

Carrie and her younger 

brother Nick having to 

leave their family to go to 

another city, to unknown 

people. They face many 

adventures while they 

are there… 

What we found 

interesting about 

“Carrie’s War" is when 

she has to leave to go 

back to her mother after 

getting close to the 

Evans family and their 

friends. Also, Carrie thinks 

that it is her fault that she 

makes her friends “die”. 

Moreover, we found the 

enjoy adventurous 

stories. 

by Emily Owen 7G, 

Afsaneh Shahab 7C and 

Jumainah Rahman 7G 

Year 7’s book reviews 

“What we found 

interesting about 

“Carrie’s War" is 

when she has to 

leave to go back to 

her mother after 

getting close to the 

Evans family and 

their friends.”  
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Monday 3rd July was 

Year 11’s Leaver’s Tea, 

where they celebrated 

their final day at 

Connaught.  There were 

formal presentations and 

speeches, followed by a 

boat trip down the River 

Thames. This was a 

chance for the girls to 

say goodbye to the 

many staff that have 

taught them over their 

five years. 

The girls looked stunning 

in their outfits. As the DJ 

played his tunes, the 

dancing got going, 

which also included staff. 

The lounge area on the 

top deck had great 

views over London, 

which became a very 

popular back drop for all 

the photos and selfies!. 

The year group had a 

great time and this was a 

very successful event. We 

hope the girls leave 

Connaught with many 

fun and fond memories, 

and wish them the best 

of luck in the future. 

Ms S. Diamond 

Head of Year 11 

bookworms and 

some 

scrumptious titles 

the students left 

the restaurant 

with their bellies 

full! 

Thank you to all 

parents for 

supporting their 

child/children 

with their 

reading.  

Ms J. Khanom,  

LRC Manager 

The Library had the great 

pleasure of hosting a 

Scholastic Summer Half 

Price Book Fair. The Book 

Fair was open to all years 

and it was a huge 

success. We had great  

titles sent to us from 

Scholastic and a long 

queue outside the door! 

In order to get the word 

out about the Book Fair, 

the Library was turned 

into a restaurant for the 

day. Students were able 

to 'taste' the books 

before they could buy 

them. With a few jelly 

Year 11 Leaver’s Tea 

Scholastic Summer Half Price Book Fair 

“As the DJ 

played his 

tunes, the 

dancing got 

going, which 

also included 

staff.”  
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The Magician’s 

Nephew 

The Magician’s nephew 

is the first book out of The 

Chronicles of Narnia. It is 

when two children 

named Digory and Polly 

get tricked by Uncle 

Andrew into an 

experiment. From there 

on, they go on an 

adventure of a lifetime... 

In order to move from the 

normal world into a new 

dimension, they have to 

use these magical rings. 

First, they come into a 

wood between worlds. 

Digory soon discovers 

they can move between 

worlds with unusual pools 

scattered around the 

woods.  In one world, 

they come across the evil 

Queen Jadis, who causes 

chaos in the streets of 

London, when Polly 

accidently brings her 

back into the normal 

world. Once they finally 

figure how to get Queen 

Jadis back into her world, 

unintentionally bringing 

Uncle Andrew and his 

horse, they discover the 

fantasy land called 

Narnia. 

I like the book because 

each description of every 

setting is very detailed 

and effective vocabulary 

is used to enhance the 

scenario.  The actual plot 

itself is quite easy to 

follow, yet it has a sense 

of adventure and 

mystery to it all. I feel like 

this book is cool in terms 

of its storyline. It is put out 

in a creative way. Unique 

components are 

sneaked into the book.  

In contrary to my 

previous statement, I feel 

like this book could do 

with a lot of 

improvement as well. I 

strongly believe there are 

many stock characters in 

the book. For a young 

child, they might not 

relate to a character 

because certain 

stereotypes are shown. In 

addition to this, I feel like 

this story might need a 

little tweaking based on 

character development. 

We don’t get to learn 

about the character’s 

background (apart from 

Digory’s parents at the 

beginning). 

In conclusion, I am in love 

with this book and I 

would definitely 

recommend this book to 

people who are big fans 

of action stories. 

I hope you enjoy this 

book as much as I did. 

by Rijaa Rubat 7F 

 

 

Year 7’s book reviews (part two) 

“I like the book 

because each 

description of every 

setting is very 

detailed and 

effective vocabulary 

is used to enhance 

the scenario.”   
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The Textiles GCSE Fashion 

Show was held on 12th 

July. It was very 

enjoyable and was a 

good way of displaying 

the year 11’s work. The 

designs were very 

creative and 

represented different 

categories including 

culture, gothic, sixties, 

vintage and futuristic 

fashion.  

It was great fun to watch 

and to see the garments 

and cushions being 

modelled. 

Well done to the year 11s 

for all their hard work!             

Hibba Siddiqui  8F 

Fashion Show 2017 
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Midsummer Nightmare 

The sweltering heat 

I’m burning like meat 

 

The sticky sweat 

Sticking to my neck 

 

No shade anywhere 

Tan lines everywhere 

 

It’s a Midsummer Nightmare 

But it’s not like you care 

 

Amina Benhenni 10S 

Not So Amazing Summer 

She sits lazily as she feels tired 

But doesn’t realise she makes others fired, 

As she sleeps she starts to breathe heavily 

Not realising others suffer severely 

 

Her breath is hot making days feel longer 

She causes people to feel less stronger 

Children look up at her and wonder 

How she makes people want to feel so under 

 

She slowly awakes causing a small breeze 

Filled with pollen causing people to sneeze 

People look at her with bitter detest 

Because she manages to cause a mess 

 

She allows things to flower 

But as she does, she increases the day’s hours 

To some people, she is not the best thing 

In the end she is just a hated fling. 

 

Atifa Pathan (10S) 

Year 10 Poems 

Summer 

Longer days and shorter nights 

Darker shades and brighter lights 

Louder music and wilder friends 

And you wait for the day that summer ends. 

 

Stronger smells and less air 

Constant dwells and humid air 

Hotter sun and more discomfort 

And you lay there while everyone’s triumphant. 

 

More flowers and more bees 

Louder buzzing under larger trees 

People sweat and you can’t stand it 

But the summer ends and you wonder how you made it. 

 

Safiya Abdalla (10S) 
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I am delighted with the 

fantastic success of the  

Maths Challenge!          

At Connaught school we 

strongly believe that the 

very best way to nurture 

and grow mathematical 

talent and interest is to 

pose challenging, 

stimulating problems 

which encourage deep 

mathematical thinking. 

The weekly Maths 

Challenge is a fun, 

interesting and 

challenging experience 

aimed at all year groups.  

There are often lots of 

different ways in which a 

challenging or rich 

mathematical problem 

can be solved. In order 

to solve a problem, we 

need to draw on one or 

more problem-solving 

skills, such as: 

Working systematically 

Trial and improvement 

Logical reasoning 

Spotting patterns 

Visualising 

Working backwards 

Conjecturing 

When presented with a 

problem, we need to 

decide which problem-

solving skill to try first. 

This might be a conscious 

decision for some, 

whereas others may 

simply 'plump' for the first 

skill that springs to mind. 

All clearly-explained 

solutions are valid 

mathematics! 

A majority of our 

youngest 

mathematicians from the 

school have been 

participating in the Maths 

Challenge successfully.  

Maths Challenge 

Hodan Sheikh 8S 

Rawen Ibrahim 8C 

Sarah Al-Hariri 9F 

Mariya Omer 8S 

Raabia Saleem 9F 

Asiya Ramjan  8S 

Ivet Hristova 8F 

Macy Ntim 7G 

Tanjia Khan 7W 

Sumaiya Alam 7F 

Lareib Shah 7F 

Alice Ali 8C 

Rihab Kaci 7G 

Rianna Blissett 7C 

Humera Atcha 8W 

Ikram Belgoufi 8S 

Bella Penton 10C 

Grace Penton 10F 

Suki Wang 10F 

Lois Laryea 10F 

Tiah Ried 10F 

Kamaria Ibrahim 10F 

Congratulations for 

winning the Maths 

Challenge this 

Summer Term:  

Aamaenah Maulvi 7G 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 8C 

Aaminah Hussain 9F 

Syeda Tahsin 9F 

Alise Kalinina7W 

Zamara Aslam 7G 

Nasriin Ali 7W 
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The top 25 Maths 

Challenge Winners 

in years 7 and 8 for 

the Year 2016 – 

2017 are:                                 

 

Maths Challenge continued 
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7S 
Leila Winston 

7F 
Lareib Shah 
Sumaiya Alam 

7W 
Tanjia Khan 
Nasriin Ali 

7G 
Emily Owen 
Delphine Liu 
Bianca Pascal 
Aamaenah Maulvi 
Maryam Mamsa 
Ameerah Issuf 
Jumainah Rahman 
Zaynah Shah 
Tamara Iyayi 
Halima Shafique 
Aisha Naeem 
Zalayka Azam 

8C 
Aaliyah Dustagheer 
Nadiyyah Ayub 
Hafsa Aboo 
Rawen Ibrahim 
Monika Ivanova 
Alice Ali 

8S 
Asiya Ramjan 
Shayma Fouad 

8W 
Tia Small 

The top 20 Maths 

Challenge Winners 

in years 9 and 10 

for the Year 2016 – 

2017 are:  

9C 
Imaan Malik 
Ivana Durovic 
Rose Burton 

9S 
Aribah Shah 

9F 
Aaminah Hussain 
Syeda Tahsin 
Sarah Al-Hariri 
Raabia Saleem 
Nusaybah Juneja 

9W 
Tanjina Rahman 

10C 
Bella Penton 

10S 
Shas-Shae Stewart 
Irmina Amatul Aziz 

10F 
Grace Penton 
Suki Wang 
Lois Laryea 
Tiah Reid 
Fatima Moin 
Kamaria Ibrahim 10F 

I am extremely proud of 

all the winners and also 

all those who took part in 

the prestigious Maths 

Challenge competition. 

Ms S. Ranganathan 

Maths Department 



Pupils in year 8 visited 

Leyton Sixth Form College 

(LSC) to take part in a 

refugees welcome 

schools event organised 

by both LSC and citizens 

UK. The sessions and 

workshops were both 

informative and 

emotionally moving, 

especially when two 

Syrian refugee students 

told their stories about 

their journey to the UK. 

The college also showed 

a production piece titled 

‘no human is illegal’ 

which involved LSC 

students who performed 

magnificently. Pupils also 

got to work on how they 

could make Connaught 

a refugee welcome 

school. 

“This experience for 

myself was incredible. I 

am so glad that I was 

one of the lucky few who 

got to be chosen for this 

workshop. I have learnt 

so much from the two 

young men who had to 

suffer horrific moments in 

their life and it is truly an 

honour to have met 

them and to have heard 

their past and how they 

are progressing for the 

future.”                     

Jahnia Carneige 8f 

“Since our workshop at 

LSC I have been able to 

open my eyes and 

realise the 

depth of a 

refugees’ 

journey in life. 

The two 

young men 

showed me 

how lucky I 

am. This 

definitely was 

inspirational 

and well worth going to.”                                  

Sevin Kaplan 8f 

 

Mr P. Phillips 

CCPSHE Department 

Visit to LSC for refugees welcome event 
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The end of year show is a 

showcase of work by Art, 

Product Design and 

Textiles GCSE students. 

Here are some photos 

from the event that took 

place on the 13th July in 

the art department. 

2017 End of Year Show 
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For our geography GCSE, 

eleven Year 10 students 

travelled to Swanage led 

by Miss Brigden, Miss 

Skelly and Miss Quinn. 

After travelling by train 

we arrived and were 

immediately stunned by 

the beautiful scenery 

and landscapes that 

greeted us. On the first 

day of the trip we went 

to Durdle Door and 

Lulworth Cove to do 

some fieldwork and field 

sketches and had some 

great photo 

opportunities. The beauty 

of the landforms took us 

beyond the pictures in 

our geography textbooks 

as well as enhancing our 

knowledge of the 

coastline. We were 

taught by a lady called 

Emily who was very 

enthusiastic and was 

fantastic as she informed 

us about how the coastal 

landscapes were formed. 

After discussing the 

geology of the area and 

the erosional processes 

we bought some ice 

cream and walked over 

to see a landform that 

was created by the 

movement of tectonic 

plates called the Alpine 

Fault. After going back to 

the place we were 

staying we went into 

Swanage to have some 

free time and to buy 

souvenirs.  

The next day we went to 

Swanage and did some 

fieldwork on the beach. 

We created a beach 

profile and did some 

longshore drift 

experiments. We also 

looked at the coastal 

defences on the beach 

and how they prevent 

erosion. We then walked 

up onto the headland to 

see the Old Harry rocks. 

After taking some photos 

and talking about when 

and how stacks and 

stumps were formed we 

walked down to 

Studland beach and 

bought some more ice 

cream.  

On the last day of our trip 

we walked to Durlston 

Castle to have some free 

time, taking photos and 

looking at dolphins from 

the balconies at the 

castle. We also bought 

souvenirs from the gift 

shop and looked at 

different fossils and rocks 

that were displayed.  

Overall the trip was 

incredible and we 

learned a lot of new 

facts about the coast 

and the beautiful 

landforms on the 

coastline. We all had a 

fantastic experience and 

enjoyed the whole time; 

even the walking! 

Bella Penton 10C 

Geography Trip to Swanage 

“The beauty of the 

landforms took us 

beyond the pictures 

in our geography 

textbooks as well as 

enhancing our 

knowledge of the 

coastline.”  
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Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Congratulations to Tegan who is July’s Artist of the Month. 

“My painting of David Bowie was for our GCSE style assignment Similarities & 

Differences which I enjoyed because I was able to create my own idea and 

work independently. I was inspired by Jenny Saville because she has a very 

different way of seeing beauty and portraying women. “ 

Tegan Wilson 9WF3 

Tegan will be studying Art GCSE in September. 

Ms T. Masella 

Art technician 

Staff Training Day 1  - Monday 4th  September 2017 

Students start 2017-2018  - Tuesday 5th  September 2017 

     08:20 - Year 7 arrive to school 

     09:30 - Years 8 to 11 arrive to school 

     11:00 - Normal lessons begin after break 

     15:20 - End of school day 

Open Evening   - Wednesday 27th September 2017 

Staff Training Day 2  - Friday 29th September 2017 

Half Term Holiday  - Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October 2017 

Final Day of Autumn Term - Tuesday 19th December 2017 

First Day of Spring Term  - Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

