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Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Almost two weeks of the GCSE exams are over.  Most of the girls have worked 

extremely hard in preparation for their exams and I wish them every success.  We 

are looking forward to their leavers event, a boat trip down the Thames on July 5th. 

The Year 10 students will also be sitting exams over the next few weeks.  Most of 

these will be sat in the formal setting of the school gym in order to prepare them for 

next year.  Exam preparation is increasingly more important as the new style exams, 

which will all be graded 1- 9 from 2018, have less coursework and more 

examinations. 

School will be closed to students in years 7,8,9 and 10 on Thursday June 8th 2017 

due to the General Election. 

I have agreed with the Local Authority for the main site to be used as a polling 

station.  In the last 2 elections we have used the annexe but this is where we have 

our exams and we are unable to accommodate the whole of year 11 in the school 

hall for their maths exams. 

All Year 11 students will be required to be in the annexe for the whole morning for 

their Maths exam and then an English and Science lesson. 

Apologies for any confusion over the price of school meals.  I wrote to you in 

September informing you that there was a price increase, however the adjustment 

was not made until after the Easter holiday.  School meals are now £2.47 per day. 

Our newly formed PTA are busy organising a ‘Table Top Extravaganza’ on Saturday 

July 8th. 

You can help raise money for the school by agreeing to having a board outside 

your home or even hiring a table to sell your wares. In either event please email 

pta@connaught.waltham.sch.uk  

If you are prepared to donate food to sell at the event please let us know. All 

support will be much appreciated. 

I hope everyone has a relaxing spring break next week and we look forward to the 

final part of the school year which is always a busy one with events such as Sports 

Day, ‘Connaught goes Out’ and Celebration Evening to mention a few. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sally Walker 

mailto:pta@connaught.waltham.sch.uk


In March, our French Fast 

Track class took part in 

the first round of a French 

language business 

competition organised 

by the French company, 

Bouygues.  The 

competition took place 

in their London offices in 

Waterloo.  

They worked in small 

groups, and each team 

had to make a 

presentation on the 

following theme:  

“Your plans to develop a 

new sustainable and eco

-friendly gym for your 

school”.  

On the day, each group 

was competing against 

one another and showed 

their presentations to a 

panel of two (French) 

judges! All the 

presentations had to be 

done in French and the 

girls really showed off 

their abilities as good 

linguists! 

The judges had a hard 

time picking one winning 

team to put through to 

the finals but so were the 

rules. Our winning group 

next competed in the 

finals against nine groups 

from nine other London 

schools on Friday 4th 

May, in the hope of 

going on an all-expenses 

paid day trip to Paris as a 

final prize. The finals took 

place at the French 

Institute in South 

Kensington! 

The girls’ hard work made 

Connaught proud, 

however, competition 

was tough and we didn’t 

win the big prize this time 

but the team did not 

leave the competition 

empty-handed. Our 

students received goody 

bags and more 

importantly, a “silver 

diploma” accredited by 

Industrial Cadets which 

will look great on their 

CVs in the future. 

Well done to the team 

that went to the finals 

and to all the girls who 

took part, you did a 

great job to prepare for 

the competition whilst 

also getting ready for 

exams!    

Monsieur Huber. 

MFL Department 

Language Competition with Bouygues UK 

“All the 

presentations had 

to be done in 

French and the 

girls really showed 

off their abilities 

as good linguists!” 
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On the 20th of April the 

year 9 triple science class 

went on a STEM visit to Sir 

George Monoux Six Form 

College. The theme of 

the day was women in 

science. There were two 

parts to the morning 

session, most girls took 

part in a practical where 

we got to extract the 

DNA from a kiwi fruit and 

others learned about 

coding. Extracting DNA 

from kiwi fruit was really 

interesting as it was 

something we hadn’t 

done before. We also got 

to make our own DNA 

bracelets.  It was fun to 

see DNA on our hands! 

After a short break we 

got to listen to a talk on 

different careers we 

could get into in science. 

The career session was 

really inspiring because 

many of us would like to 

go into medicine in the 

future. We got to ask 

questions and it was very 

informative. The careers 

talk motivated us to 

follow our dreams. 

Overall, it was a fun 

experience and we really 

enjoyed our visit to Sir 

George Monoux College! 

By Jessica Perry 9W and 

Aleena Khan 9W 

and fields from 

politicians, to monarchs 

to artists and activists. The 

competition was fierce 

and the winners were as 

below:  

Tasnuba Sikder 

Safia Rasool 

Inayah Akhtar  

Sumaiya Alam 

Zahraa Adnan-Saddique 

The HerStory competition 

was held in April to 

celebrate the 

achievements and 

significance of   

women  who are often 

left out or forgotten from 

history. Students were 

asked to identify famous 

women from their 

picture and find out what 

made her important. The 

women came from a 

range of backgrounds 

Yvonne Nabukalu 

Amira Aamin  

Ayesha Undre 

This competition will 

be followed up by a 

research project by year 

7 students who will find 

out more information         

about these inspiring                    

women.  

Miss C. Espinoza 

English department 

STEM 

HerStory  

 “The careers 

talk motivated 

us to follow 

our dreams.”  

Page 3 

2016-17 Issue: 15 



On March 30th, 46 girls 

and 5 members of staff 

hopped onto a plane 

and started the journey 

to Barcelona. After a 

flight of 2 hours and 10 

minutes and a coach 

journey to the coast, we 

reached our hotel and 

went to spend our first 

sunny, warm evening on 

the beach! The next 

sunny day saw us back 

onto the coach to spend 

the day in the centre of 

Barcelona, stopping firstly 

at the zoo! This was then 

followed by a cultural 

afternoon at Poble 

Espanol, an open-air 

architectural museum in 

Barcelona. To finalise our 

day, we drove past the 

Olympic stadium and 

arrived at “La Rambla” a 

street in central 

Barcelona, popular with 

tourists and locals alike 

thanks to the different 

market stalls. Our cultural 

day allowed the girls their 

own freedom to view the 

sights of Barcelona and 

to immerse themselves 

into the Spanish 

language.  Our final full 

(rainy!) day was spent in 

“Tibidabo” amusement 

park. The park was high 

up above Barcelona and 

offered absolutely 

amazing views! The 

journey back to the hotel 

allowed us to briefly see 

“La Sagrada Famila”, a 

very famous Roman 

Catholic church, 

designed by Catalan 

architect Antoni Gaudí. 

The evening drew in and 

it was time for the DJ’s to 

start the disco! We 

returned to Leytonstone 

the following day, all 

exhausted after a great 

trip! I hope the girls 

enjoyed themselves as 

much as I did!  

Here is what Asiya 8S had 

to say,  

“The 2017 Connaught trip 

to Spain was an amazing 

educational trip that let 

us experience Spanish 

culture and helped us to 

develop our own 

Spanish.  We went to 

many places including 

“Las Ramblas” a Spanish 

market, Tibidabado 

theme park and my 

personal favourite “Poble 

Espanol”. Poble Espanol 

is a cultural centre with 

lots of cool shops! Here, 

we were able to talk in 

Spanish in order to buy 

snacks and souvenirs. We 

also saw Gaudi’s famous 

cathedral “La Sagrada 

Familia”. 

 We stayed in a hotel in 

Tossa del mar, a sea side 

town, near Barcelona 

and spent our first 

evening at the beach! I 

thought the trip was 

amazing as it taught me 

a lot about Spanish 

culture. It has definitely 

inspired me to choose 

Spanish for my GCSEs.” 

Miss E. Noakes 

MFL department 

 Trip to Spain  

“The 2017 

Connaught trip to 

Spain was an 

amazing 

educational trip that 

let us experience 

Spanish culture and 

helped us to develop 

our own Spanish.” 
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Year 8 art students have 

been learning about 

landscape painting. We 

planned a trip to the 

Olympic Park so that they 

could draw on location 

and gather lots of 

information and images 

to help them create their 

own responses back in 

the classroom. A 

sketching day out in the 

spring sunshine we 

thought, what could be 

nicer? Things turned out 

rather differently. The 

weather forecast 

forewarned us that we 

would be returning to 

winter for the two days 

planned… the forecast 

wasn’t wrong. 8W and 8F 

managed to avoid the 

worst of it on the first day 

but things went downhill 

for 8C and 8S on the 

next. We endured hail, 

rain, blasts of icy wind 

and freezing 

temperatures which 

drove us back to school 

early where we just 

managed to squeeze in 

a couple more sketches 

near the science annexe 

when the sun peeped 

out. Despite all of this the 

girls battled on bravely 

and didn’t once 

complain. Several girls 

remarked on how much 

they enjoyed drawing 

out of doors, so next time 

you are out and about, 

put those phones away 

and get out your pencils! 

Mrs G. Wensley 

Art department 

commended them for 

their excellent behaviour. 

Mr W. Huber 

“The trip was very good 

and the theatre 

performance was an 

interesting story which 

taught us a lot about 

courage and about a 

mother’s love for her 

child.”  

Chloe Allen 8C 

“Amazing performance. 

The story was quite sad 

but I enjoyed the trip so 

On Tuesday 16th May, Mr 

Hamilton, Ms Wallace, Ms 

Noakes and I took 41 

year 8 students to 

Stratford Theatre Royal. 

We saw the play 

adaptation of the 2010 

novel “Room”. The 

performance was 

outstanding and the 

dynamic stage 

production made the 

whole experience 

enjoyable to all. Our 

students were a credit to 

the school and the 

theatre staff 

much!”   

Teodora Ifrim 8C 

“The play was very 

emotional. The story was 

intense and gripping and 

had most of us in tears. I 

enjoyed it a lot!” 

Rania Labacci 8C 

“The theatre trip was 

really emotional. I 

enjoyed the play so 

much that I am going to 

read the book it was 

adapted from.”  

Sevin Kaplan 8F 

Year 8 Visit to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

Year 8 Theatre Trip 

“Several girls 

remarked on 

how much they 

enjoyed 

drawing out of 

doors.”  
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How will they be 

powered to look vibrant, 

healthy and clean 

places for people  to 

live?  

The Bright Ideas 

challenge asks students 

to imagine creative ideas 

for how cities of the 

future might be powered 

and is designed to help 

deliver the curriculum in 

a fun and engaging way. 

The Triple Science year 9 

students (Zainab Ahmed, 

Ayesha Undre, Mia 

Benjamin, Qi-Zhen Guan 

and Prionti Das) have 

been working on this 

Challenge for the last 

few months at lunch 

times and in their own 

time. I am really 

impressed with their 

dedication and hard 

work. All their hard work 

was submitted online on 

the 21st of April 2017. We 

are now eagerly waiting 

for a positive outcome 

for us to reach the next 

stage.  

“The Bright Ideas 

Challenge is a 

competition where 

young students find a 

way to improve life in 

2050. There are many 

ways we could save 

money and energy and 

our idea focused on 

reducing 

pollution and 

global 

warming. We 

all enjoyed 

working 

together on this 

project.  

We thought 

that by 

generating a 

car with water we could 

save energy and it would 

be good for the 

environment. We were 

very determined and 

met up very frequently; 

not only during the week, 

but on weekends and in 

the holidays. Our 

submission consisted of 

five answers that showed 

why our idea was the 

best. Also, we made an 

awesome poster on how 

the car looks and works. 

We had a lot of fun and 

hope the judges like our 

idea.” 

 

“Thankyou to Ms.Iqbal 

who supported us 

throughout the project.” 

By Ayesha and Zaynab 

9W & 9F 

What will cities look like in 2050? 

“The Bright 

Ideas Challenge 

is a competition 

where young 

students find a 

way to improve 

life in 2050.” 
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Dear parents and 

students, welcome to our 

Maths Challenge.  

The weekly Maths 

challenges are aimed at 

all students to provide an 

interesting, shorter 

challenge to try out each 

week. The aim is to 

promote mathematics as 

a source of interest and 

pleasurable 

achievement. 

Maths Challenge helps 

students to assess their 

numeracy, learn 

everyday maths and 

gain confidence. 

Although the 

mathematical content of 

the problems ought to be 

familiar, it is often not 

obvious how to solve 

them. They may require 

using mathematical 

ideas or combining 

techniques in a novel 

way. 

Congratulations for 

winning the Maths 

Challenge:- 

Leila Winston 7S 

Ameerah Issuf 7G  

Maryam Mamsa 7G 

Sumaiya Alam 7F 

Safah Aslam 7F                      

Hafsa Aboo 8C 

Nadiyyah Ayub 8C                      

Rawen Ibrahim 8C                      

Monika Ivanova 8C 

Thana Lounici 8S                   

Khadijah Arshad 8W             

Sunia Bashir 8F 

Rose Burton 9C  

Ivana Durovic  9C 

Nusaybah Juneja 9F  

Irmina Amatul Aziz 10S 

Shas-Shae 10S 

Fatima Moin 10F 

Grace Penton 10F 

Tiaiz Reid 10F 

I am extremely proud of 

all the winners and also 

all those who took part in 

this prestigious Maths 

Challenge competition. 

Ms S. Ranganathan 

Maths department 
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Last week was 

‘Mental Health 

Awareness Week’ 

and lots of activities 

were planned to raise 

awareness about this 

very important issue 

which affects 1/4 of 

the population. 

Ms Tairi held two 

assemblies for upper 

and lower school 

which included a 

drama performance put 

on by Year 10 students 

around a young woman 

who had anorexia. Mr 

Phillips based his 

Citizenship lessons 

around Mental Health to 

all year groups.  

"Awareness is key" he 

said. 

The week also included 

Badge & Banner making, 

table tennis and a very 

successful walk on 

Wednesday lunch time 

to Wanstead Flats. Over 

150 students and 24 staff 

walked together with 

buckets and banners to 

help raise money from 

the local community for 

'The Mental Health 

Foundation.' Not 

forgetting the Jump for 

Joy skipping activity in 

the playground to help 

raise the serotonin levels! 

(happy brain hormone) 

Talking Heads (drop in for 

a chat rooms) were 

opened so 

students could talk about 

mental health or just 

simply have a chat. 

A big thank you to Ms 

Tairi, Ms Woolf, Ms Ball, Mr 

Phillips, Ms Jemal and Ms 

Hickman along with 

students from all year 

groups that helped 

organise the week. 

"Its about getting rid of 

the stigma that surrounds 

Mental Health and it 

being OK to talk to 

friends, adults and 

parents about these 

issues and asking for help 

if needed." 

Ms J. Woolf 

SEN department 

Mental Health Awareness Week 8th-14th May 

"Awareness 

is key"  
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Sixty year 9 students 

visited The Imperial War 

Museum’s Holocaust 

Exhibition on Monday 

22nd May. The Holocaust 

was the systemic murder 

of European Jews, this 

was the first time 

industrial methods were 

used for the mass 

extermination of a whole 

people.  

Year 9 pupils have been 

learning about the 

meaning behind the 

Holocaust and the 

impact that it had on 

Jewish society and other 

minority groups.  

The aim of the trip was to 

develop their learning of 

the atrocities that 

occurred under Nazi rule 

and to encourage a 

deeper level of curiosity.  

Students found the trip 

an emotional and 

powerful experience. The 

many artefacts and 

evidence that is on 

display is a testing 

reminder of the millions 

that lost their lives, simply 

for not being considered 

part of the ‘master 

race’ (Nazi belief in 

Aryan people.) 

Some students wrote 

down their thoughts 

following the trip.  

“It gave us a clearer 

insight into the history of 

the Holocaust with so 

many interesting first 

hand experiences to 

learn from. One of the 

highlights was getting to 

see the massive model of 

Auschwitz concentration 

camp because it was so 

carefully crafted to 

replicate how the Nazi’s 

separated millions of 

people leading them to 

their death.”  

Rabiah Ali and Lorena 

Haque 9S. 

“We enjoyed the trip very 

much and we learnt new 

educational things that 

we didn’t know before. 

Thank you to the 

teachers who organised 

this experience for us and 

for taking us.”  

Ayesha Undre 9W and 

Mya Dennis 9S.  

Overall visiting the 

exhibition proved very 

worthwhile for year 9 

students, it gave them an 

extended understanding 

and grasp of the 

experiences of those 

who were persecuted. 

Thanks to all students 

who attended, they 

behaved with maturity 

and respect throughout, 

a credit to Connaught 

school as always.  

Miss A. Skelley 

Head of History 

KS3 visit to The Imperial War Museum 

“We enjoyed the 

trip very much 

and we learnt 

new educational 

things that we 

didn’t know 

before.” 
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 
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M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 
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London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 
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school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Follow us on Twitter 

The Art department now has a 

twitter page where we will be 

sharing students work, local art 

events, family activities, 

suggestions of gallery 

exhibitions, reviews of 

exhibitions from students and 

staff, tutorials, updates from our 

Pinterest page (Art CSFG) and 

more! 

Ms T. Masella 

Art Technician 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday              - Monday 29th May to Fri  2nd June 2017 

SCHOOL CLOSURE Years 7 to 10 - Thursday  8th June 2017 

(The school is a designated Polling Station for the General Election)  

Celebration Evening   - Thursday 13th July 2017 

Sports Day    - Friday 14th July 2017 

‘Connaught Goes Out’ Visits Day - Wednesday 19th July 2017 

Last School Day of the Year  - Friday 21st July 2017 

      - Years 9 & 10 depart at 12pm 

      - Years 7 & 8  depart at 1pm 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

