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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

A warm welcome to our first newsletter of this academic year. We have had a calm 

and positive start to the school year.  Year 7 students have settled in very quickly and it 

was a pleasure to meet their families at the Year 7 evening last week. Year 11 are 

working hard towards their GCSE’s and currently have the important decision of which 

6th form colleges to apply to. 

We are thrilled with the GCSE results which the 2016 students achieved this summer.       

A summary on page 8 shows how very well the students achieved. These are the best 

exam results the school has ever had. Another positive event was our Year 6 Open 

Evening which attracted more families than ever before. I am very proud that the 

school is doing so well and in this edition you will be able to read about some of our 

other highlights. 

I am very keen to set up a PTA this year which will help strengthen our school 

community, organise a few enjoyable events whilst raising some useful funds to benefit 

the girls.  If you are interested in forming a PTA please email me at 

PTA@connaught.waltham.sch.uk by Monday 31st October with your details and times 

and days which are most convenient for you to meet and I will organise our first 

meeting. 

The Art department will be organising another Christmas Card design competition this 

year. By the end of November we will be selling packs of Christmas cards designed by 

the winners, therefore don’t buy all of your Christmas cards early! 

The school will be having a non-uniform day on Friday 21st October. We will all be 

wearing pink in order to raise money for the charity Breast Cancer Care. A £1 

contribution would be really appreciated. 

We currently have a vacancy for a Lunchtime Supervisor. If you are interested in 

working with our friendly team of staff who have the important job of looking after the 

children from 1pm to 2pm each day, please contact my PA, Annette Kent, for further 

details. 

I hope that everyone has an enjoyable half term holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Sally Walker 



On 15th September, all 

Year 11 drama students 

went to see a 

performance of ‘The 

Curious Incident of the 

Dog in the Night-time.’ 

This was a play about 15 

year-old Christopher 

Boone, who suffers from 

Asperger’s (a condition 

that means he does not 

see the world in the same 

way as others) and wants 

to find out who killed the 

dog, Wellington. The first 

act shows him 

investigating the death 

(against his dad’s wishes) 

but he soon 

makes some 

other 

important 

discoveries, 

which have a 

massive 

effect on him.  

I found the 

play very 

enjoyable- it had an 

amazing set, story and 

very effective 

characterisation, to 

name a few things. The 

tension was also built 

very well so we were kept 

on the edge of our seats! 

I would definitely 

recommend this play to 

anyone, whether you 

have read the book or 

not!   

Zoe Webb 11W 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

Science Open Evening 
fun experiments but most 

of all smiles from our 

future new students and 

their parents. Magnetic 

slime was the most 

popular and fascinating 

experiment! Many of the 

people who took part 

On Thursday the 29th 

September, the science 

department decided to 

hold a special open 

evening for the future 

Connaught year seven 

students. The evening 

was full of laughter and 

“I found the play 

very enjoyable- it 

had an amazing 

set, story and very 

effective 

characterisation, 

to name a few 

things.”  
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seemed to have a 

fantastic time.  

Amina Nur (9W) 



The Friday before May 

half term, a group of 17 

GCSE Geography 

students made their way 

to Waterloo Station to 

get the three-hour train 

to Wool Station to get a 

coach to Durdle Door. 

After we arrived at 

Durdle Door, we walked 

down to the beach by 

the arch, which was very 

scenic.  We spent a 

period of time at the 

beach where we had a 

bit of fun trying to skim 

stones and take photos. 

Then we took the hellish 

steep walk back where 

we rested at the top and 

sipped slushies. Leyla 

during this time was 

attacked by a wasp 

whilst resting and 

suddenly regained all her 

energy. Afterwards, it 

was time to make the 

journey to Lulworth Bay, 

being fast walkers we 

quickly were a few 

paces ahead. The chalk 

cliffs shone in the strong 

sunlight as we 

approached the Bay. 

Spending some time on 

the beach, we walked 

back up to the main 

town looking in a few 

shops, where Iza insisted 

on buying some fudge 

despite the heat.   

Arriving at the centre we 

were assigned to our 

rooms and welcomed 

with fish and chips, 

brownies and later hot 

chocolate made by the 

teachers.  

The next morning it was 

our turn to set the table 

and so we were up and 

ready very early.  

Breakfast consisted of 

cereal, croissants, fruit 

and yoghurt. We all 

remarked on how 

amazing the croissants 

were, it turns out they 

were freshly made. 

Before we began we 

had a quick classroom 

session and then 

collected our lunches. 

Accidently, we began 

walking the wrong way, 

but were soon corrected 

and we were off.   

Following directions from 

our guide we weaved 

our way through the 

streets finding ourselves in 

a large field at Peveril 

Downs. The view of the 

town below was 

incredible! Our guide 

spoke to us about the 

area and soon we made 

our way back down to 

the town of Swanage 

which we had visited 

after dinner the previous 

day. There we took notes 

on the defences and 

bought some ice cream. 

The ‘Chocolate Heaven’ 

deserved that title! After 

meeting  back on the 

sea wall we waited to 

carry out our groyne 

measurements and the 

orange test, (to observe 

longshore drift in action). 

Everyone assembled by 

the last groyne and after 

taking more notes it was 

time to continue the 

walk. 

 Climbing uphill through 

streets that later turned 

to dirt tracks, we could 

see the edge of the cliff 

as we walked. In about 

two hours we had made 

it up to the very top, 

where there were a few 

GCSE Geography Trip to Swanage 

 “The chalk 

cliffs shone in 

the strong 

sunlight as we 

approached 

the Bay.”  
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fields of cows 

but eventually 

we found a 

clear one. 

There we took 

photos, ate 

our lunch and 

some flopped 

down in a 

heap. 

Refreshed, 

after a group 

photo we 

began to walk 

back down, 

we came 

across the 

stacks named ‘Old Harry’ 

and were told the stories 

and events that happen 

there. Before reaching 

Studland Beach, we 

came to some World War 

II bunkers that Winston 

Churchill had visited 

himself, it was very 

interesting and a great 

view. Next we came to 

the beach; carrying out 

the orange test again we 

walked back to the gift 

shops. It was time to go 

back to Swanage by 

coach. In Swanage town 

center we had an hour 

to shop. Mainly we sat on 

the sea wall and visited a 

few shops including a 

nice souvenir shop, as we 

didn’t want to waste too 

much money in the 

arcade as we all knew 

we wouldn’t get 

anything.  By now we 

knew the way back and 

once we had regrouped 

it was time for dinner. The 

meal was amazing! We 

had pizza, potato 

wedges, salad and ice 

cream and fruit to follow. 

The teachers made us 

hot chocolate again, 

which was a nice end to 

the day. 

A better night than the 

last left us ready to go to 

breakfast, of cereal, 

sausages and hash 

browns! A filling breakfast 

for the long day ahead. 

The group had decided 

to go to the castle 

before we left, and so we 

walked through the fields 

talking and listening to 

music as we did after 

getting directions from 

Ms Quinn. Upon arrival 

we went to the 

magnificent giant globe, 

which looked out to sea. 

Then we had a few hours 

to walk, take photos and 

shop. There have been 

sightings of dolphins in 

the area but 

unfortunately after a 

large amount of 

patience we didn’t see 

any. So after walking 

around we went to the 

gift shop, where our 

whole group bought a 

rock pendent each. 

Eating our lunch at the 

meeting point we waited 

for the rest of the group 

to come, and so we 

returned to Wide 

Horizions. Just before we 

left one of the staff 

showed us a slow worm, 

and explained some 

things about it, we got to 

hold it as well. The 

coaches arrived and it 

was time to return back 

to the pollution of 

London. 

We would like to thank 

Ms Quinn and Ms Skelly, 

for such a wonderful trip 

that couldn’t have 

happened without you 

both, and not forgetting 

the staff at Wide 

Horizons. We shall 

remember this trip for a 

long time to come and 

we learnt so much on top 

of the stunning views. 

Leyla 10W, Sakeena 10C, 

Iza 10W and Hannah 10S 

GCSE Geography Trip to Swanage continued 

“Upon arrival 

we went to the 

magnificent 

giant globe, 

which looked 

out to sea.”  
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To celebrate National 

Poetry Day this year, we 

held a poetry 

competition for KS3.  

From the entries 

received, the English 

department selected the 

following winners: 

National Poetry Day 2016 
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Sleep 
 

I am going to talk about today, 

What happens at night, not during the day, 

When the stars are shining bright 

And the sky is black, filled with night. 

You may wonder what is going on, 

Obviously you are asleep, I am not wrong, 

But why is sleep so important you ask, 

Well explaining it today is my task. 

 

If a teacher tells you: ‘Don’t sleep in class’, 

Well it’s in sleep that you learn extra fast, 

Your head realises what happened during the day, 

And it loads the information into your brain! 

 

My next point, you relax, 

Your nights are stress free, 

Your parents may be thinking of tax, 

But you are free to dream and dream. 

 

This leads me to my last point: you can dream, 

Dream like Martin Luther King, maybe the queen, 

Your dreams may be revolutionary, maybe plain open 

Or maybe it will be inspiration to write a poem. 

 

So remember in the pitch black of night, 

Cover yourself nice and tight. 

And to make sure that your dreams aren’t stolen, 

Write a lovely sleeping poem! 

 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 8C 

 

This is Society 
 

You see the girl on the train 

Blonde hair cascading down her face 

But that’s all you see 

Yes, her blue eyes resemble the oceans 

But do you know the pain she’s been through? 

She stumbled around blind for 3 days 

Because you can’t see while your eyes heal 

After Lasik eye surgery 

You notice her petite waist 

Dreaming of that perfect hourglass figure 

But do you know what’s going on inside her head? 

All she can think about is 

When she’ll throw up her previous meal 

Because she can’t bear to gain another pound 

Do you still want to BE HER? 

She applies lipstick over her plump lips 

But you don’t know about her tears 

When they pushed sharp needle into her lips 

Her wails, sobs and pain 

You know nothing. 

Yet, you crave to be her 

You have no idea 

About the agony she went through 

This is society. 

We get roped into unrealistic beauty standards 

We live in a world where 

It’s acceptable to believe 

It’s better to be loved for being something we’re not 

Than to be hated for who we truly are 

 

Syeda Tahsin 9F 

 Gold Stars! 
 

There are no ordinary stars,  

These are golden stars  

that fly to Mars.  These are 

stars that twinkle through 

the night.  To help our mighty  

blue sky become more bright. 

 

These are stars that chat about  

day.  While they are helping in 

their own way. 

 

These are stars that help when 

the day is nigh and when they  

are finished they fly up to the sky. 

 

Sadiya Khanom 7F 

 

Ms T. Caroto 

English department 



The Modern Languages 

Department offers an 

opportunity for students 

to gain an extra GCSE in 

Urdu by offering Urdu 

club during 2 lunchtimes 

during the week, with the 

exam to be taken at the 

end of Year 11.  

Year 8 and 9 Urdu Club 

takes place in room 41 

1.30 – 2pm on Mondays 

and Tuesdays. 

Year 10 and 11 Urdu Club 

takes place in room 41 

1.30 – 2pm on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. 

Students can get letters 

from Mrs Patterson if 

interested. 

“Our experience of 

learning Urdu has 

benefitted us as we have 

been able to gain 

another language GCSE. 

It has taken hard work 

and dedication to gain 

the Urdu GCSE but it’s 

worth it!”                   

Hadia  and Hira – Year 11 

“We 

think 

Urdu 

club is 

fun. 

We 

learn 

how to 

read, 

write and speak Urdu. It is 

good to learn our home 

language because we 

can communicate better 

with our families at home 

and we will be able to 

gain an extra GCSE in 

Year 11.”                            

Imaan and Muqadas – 

Year 8 

with A/A* results! Many 

thanks to Ms Warburton, 

our Examinations officer 

for co-ordinating and 

finding examiners for all 

Year 11 students  were 

entered for Japanese, 

Urdu, Turkish, Arabic, 

Chinese, Italian, Russian, 

Portuguese and Polish  

the above speaking 

exams.  

Mrs J. Patterson 

Head of MFL department 

Urdu Club  

Community Languages Results at Connaught  2016 

“It has taken 

hard work and 

dedication to 

gain the Urdu 

GCSE but it’s 

worth it!”                    
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Vocab express  
Language students in 

year 10 and11 are 

currently using an AQA 

programme on the 

internet called Vocab 

Express.  Vocab express is 

an online vocab learning 

application for schools 

and universities which 

engages students, keeps 

them actively learning 

and it is shown to raise 

attainment levels.  The 

girls are also able to 

download the app onto 

their phones/tablets for 

ease of use.   Every 2 

weeks (Friday week B), 

the leader board 

(outside room 40) will be 

updated to show the 3 

‘most progress made’ 

pupils and the 3 ‘top of 

the leader board’ pupils 

for each subject (French, 

German and Spanish).    

“Vocab express helps to 

improve your language 

skills ranging from 

different topics for 

example, general 

vocabulary to theme 

based topics focusing on 

both higher and 

foundation tiers.  In my 

opinion, it enables you to 

progress and excel in 

revision and in daily 

lessons.  It is also a great 

way to recap on the 

previous lessons that you 

have had!”           

Maariya Master 10W 

“I think that Vocab 

express is really 

enjoyable.  It helps you to 

remember words that 

you have never learnt 

before and I feel it really 

pushes you to always try 

again.  If you want to 

learn some new 

vocabulary, vocab 

express is the best way to 

help!”                             

Lois Laryea 10F 

Ms E. Noakes MFL  



On Friday the 14th 

October, two year 8 

classes got to see a “lung 

show” (Sahar Iqbal, 8C) 

in Mrs. Mujahid’s lesson. 

Mrs. Mujahid, dissected 

sheep’s lungs, heart and 

liver whilst explaining the 

science behind how 

these crucial organs work 

in order to keep an 

organism alive. The girls 

absolutely loved the 

lesson and were all in 

awe!  

“This was awesome, I 

learned how the lungs 

work by breathing out 

carbon dioxide and 

water” (Sabrin Hussain 

8W and Khadijah Arshad 

8W) 

“Really, really good, I 

learned a lot more about 

the heart, that it has four 

chambers.” (Raazia 

Zaibnab 8S) 

“I learned that one of the 

chambers in the heart is 

called the right 

atrium.” (Salma El asla 8F)  

The excitement was 

probably at the highest 

when the girls got to put 

on gloves and touch the 

organs. 

“The part of the liver felt 

sticky and very 

cold” (Safiya Hilowle 8C) 

Ms M. Krunic 

Science department 

We all loved the candy 

floss scented tree and 

the breeze of the 

Japanese theme 

garden. Lastly, the maze 

was really fun and 

adventurous unlike most 

of the relaxing gardens 

that we went to. They 

also had animals in the 

college, we saw Sergey 

the Meerkat with his 

friends, some lamas, 

wallabies and we even 

touched a giant lizard.  

Sumeyya, Jama and 

Faseeha 

Friday 30th September 

was the day that we all 

went to Capel Manor 

College. As well as 

learning some important 

things about the ‘Green 

Plant it Challenge’, we 

had a bit of fun. We got 

to go to each of their 

beautiful gardens from all 

over the world from a 

sensory garden to the 

Australian garden to the 

prehistoric garden even 

a garden that David 

Beckham created in one 

of his houses. It was so 

nice no one could pick a 

favourite except for 

Jama. We even crossed 

the equator. 

Dissection of lungs in year 8 Science class! 

Capel Manor College visit 

 “The girls 

absolutely loved 

the lesson and 

were all in 

awe!”  
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Connaught School for 

Girls is the highest 

achieving secondary 

school in Waltham Forest 

and second for the 

progress students make 

between the end of 

primary school and their 

GCSE exams. 

This information can be 

viewed on the 

government 

performance tables 

website: 

https://www.compare-school-

performance.service.gov.uk/find-a-school-in-england 

 

Charts summarizing this data can be seen below. 

 

Performance Tables 2016 
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fax: 020 8558 3827 
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school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

As a year group we 

were asked to all 

organise a fun, 

engaging activity in 

which all people in our 

year could participate 

in.  

9C are organising an 

Operation Christmas 

box collection 

whereby everyone 

contributes a little 

something, for 

example: toys, teddy 

bears, perfume sets 

and many more. 

9C will be sending 

these elegantly 

wrapped boxes to an 

organisation called 

‘The Samaritans Purse’. 

This organisation sends 

these boxes to 

orphans, children in 

war zones and 

children in hospitals. 

These treasured boxes 

go to children of all 

nationalities, religion 

and race around the 

world as a Christmas 

present.  

We are hoping to send 

these boxes off 

towards the end of 

November. By sending 

these boxes, less 

fortunate children are 

greatly benefitted and 

helped. We hope that 

by sending these 

boxes to these 

children we are 

making a small 

difference to their 

lives. We believe that 

by sending these 

boxes, the children will 

be able to cherish and 

play with the items 

and entertain 

themselves and forget 

for a moment the 

hardship they face. 

                                                                

Zahraa and Tia 9C  

(Mrs J. Patterson) 

Operation Christmas Child 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Half term holiday  Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 

First Teaching day back Monday 31st October at 8:25am 

Time4Us  - Post-16 Choices Thursday 3rd November 6:30pm 

Time4Us  - Year 7 Reading Thursday 10th November 6:30pm 

Time4Us  - Year 10/11 Exams Thursday 17th November 6:30pm 

Time4Us  - Marking   Thursday 24th November 6:30pm 

      & Assessment 

Winter Concert                          Thursday 8th December 

Yr 11 Mock GCSE exams Thursday 8th - Tuesday 20th December  

Christmas Lunch  Tuesday 20th December 

Last day of Autumn Term Wednesday 21st December 

    Years 10 & 11 leave at 12pm 

    Years 7, 8 & 9 leave at 1pm 
Published by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 
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