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 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

This has been a difficult term for us at Connaught School for Girls and I apologise for 

the interruption to your daughter’s education over the last few weeks.  I regret the 

inconvenience that the industrial dispute is causing and assure you that we are 

working tirelessly to keep as much of the school running as possible and will 

continue to meet with NEU officials to reach a resolution. 

There will be a meeting on Monday 16th April at 5.30 p.m. for parents to find out 

more from the school management about the dispute. 

Despite this disruption, we had no closures for bad weather and there are still many 

very exciting events taking place every week.  Only last week Year 7 students and 

myself joined Councillor Loakes to plant trees at the end of Dyers Hall Road. Many 

of us also proudly watched a group of promising actors perform on a West End 

Stage as part of the National Theatre Connections festival. International Women’s 

day was celebrated with a visit from Professor Jane Stapleton, the Master of Christ 

College Cambridge who talked with groups of students about leadership and life as 

an undergraduate at Cambridge University. 

In order to support our older students with their exam preparation we have invested 

in ‘GCSE pods’, a highly rated online tool for exam revision.  All Year 10 and 11 

students have access to this along with other online learning such as Hegarty maths. 

We ask you to encourage your daughters to use it regularly throughout their 

holiday. 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support and hope that next term will be 

better for all of us, especially our students who are our main concern. 

Wishing you all a pleasant spring break. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sally Walker. 



On Friday 9th February, 

we took a group of 90 

Year 9 students to attend 

the screening of the 

French film “Les Héritiers” 

at the French Institute in 

South Kensington. 

The film tells the story of 

how a history teacher in 

a tough Paris school 

changed the lives of her 

students by signing them 

up to a national history 

competition about the 

Holocaust. 

Our year 9 students were 

a credit to the school 

and really engaged with 

the serious message of 

the film. Some year 9s 

completed a task based 

on the film as part of a 

competition and here is 

the list of winners: 

1 Hannah Matthews 

2 Ivet Hristova & Sakina 

Sule-Ali 

3 Zin Lwin   

4 Shayma Fouad 

5 Aisha Abdalla 

Félicitations! Prizes will be 

handed out before the 

Easter holiday ☺ 

Thank you to the staff 

who helped on the day. 

Mr W. Huber 

Head of MFL 

 

A film review in French by 

Hannah Matthews 9W: 

Le film était fascinant et 

très intéressant. Je pense 

que les acteurs étaient 

fantastique. À mon avis, 

le sujet était très très 

important parce que tout 

le monde doit savoir à ce 

sujet. 

Year 9 trip to the French Institute  
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Y9 Students have 

recently been studying 

the impact of our lifestyle 

on the planet.  As part of 

this they recently visited 

the Crystal Centre in 

Canning Town to find out 

what problems 

tomorrow’s cities 

face.  The museum uses 

a combination of 

informative displays and 

interactive activities to 

teach students about the 

problems we face and 

some of the ways we can 

try to make our future 

more sustainable.   

The students had a 

brilliant time finding out 

about the issues of aging 

populations, the growth 

of cities and the effects 

of climate change as 

well as the solutions 

including greener 

transport, sustainable 

energy options, keeping 

people safe and using 

water sparingly.   

Following their visits, the 

Y9s have until the end of 

the Easter holidays to 

create an invention 

which can be used in the 

future to make our 

lifestyles more 

sustainable.  The top 

three from each form will 

then be sent to the 

Crystal where they will be 

put on display and an 

overall winner selected 

and awarded a prize by 

the staff at the museum. 

Ms S Quinn 

Head of Geography  

Y9 Students investigate how to make London a Greener City  
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As part of the 

2018 Science 

week, on 

Wednesday 14th 

March the year 

8 students went 

to the Natural 

History and 

Science 

museums. 

There was an 

Earthquake 

simulator in the 

Natural History 

museum which 

captured a 

realistic feeling of what it 

feels like when the 

tectonic plates collide 

when an Earthquake 

occurs. Such natural 

disaster situations take 

place in other countries 

due to science. 

There were also many 

more amazing sights, for 

example we got to see a 

piece of the moon in the 

Science museum which 

gave us a glimpse of its 

appearance in person.  

Both museums had 

amazing gift shops where 

we could buy some 

souvenirs. They both had 

extremely 

interesting  sights and it 

was really fun to discover 

new things. 

Overall, this was a great 

experience that showed 

us many important 

historical events and the 

incredible wonders of 

science. 

Maryam Aziz 8S 

Science and Natural History museum trips 
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On Tuesday 6th March 

two year nine students, 

Sofia and myself and two 

year 8 pupils, Aamaenah 

and Maryam went to the 

City of London School 

with Miss Aullibux to 

participate in the UKMT 

Team Maths Challenge. It 

consisted of four rounds, 

with different rules for 

each. The first round was 

a team challenge where 

we worked together to 

answer ten different 

questions about a variety 

of topics. The second 

round was a ‘cross 

number’ where half the 

team had the across 

clues and the other half 

the down and we had to 

work together to 

complete the puzzle. The 

third was a shuttle, where 

time was limited and you 

had to rely on the 

previous answer. If one 

was wrong then that 

meant they were all 

wrong! And the last 

round was the relay. The 

team was split again and 

sent to the opposite sides 

of the hall and needed 

to relay the questions to 

each other. All in all, we 

had a great day and 

even if we didn’t win, it 

was a really fun time. 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 9C 

50 Year 10 History 

students visited Ypres in 

Belgium on 16th March to 

see the original sites, 

memorials and 

cemeteries of First World 

War.   

The visit helps students 

understand the reality of 

the conditions in trenches 

and scale of suffering 

and death during the First 

World War. It provides an 

important insight into to 

the conditions in the  

UKMT Team Maths Challenge 

Year 10 History visit to Ypres, Belgium  

 “It consisted of 

four rounds, with 

different rules 

for each.”  
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trenches and the sort of 

injuries and treatment 

experienced by soldiers. 

This is vital additional 

information that supports 

their History GCSE. 

Our first stop was Essex 

Farm Cemetery. This 

place was the site of an 

ADS - Advanced Dressing 

Station. Wounded 

soldiers were brought 

here and assessed using 

a new triage system: 

those who had a chance 

of survival were given 

basic dressings and then 

moved on to a CCS 

(casualty clearing 

station). In some cases 

surgery was performed to 

stop blood loss. Those 

whose injuries were too 

serious for treatment 

were sedated and after 

death buried in the 

cemetery.  

At The Passchendaele 

Museum we saw 

reconstructions of the 

trenches and much more 

detail about the 

conditions, trench 

warfare and medical 

treatments. We had 

lunch here . 

Later we visited the Tyne 

Cot (British) and 

Langemark (German) 

cemeteries to see the 

contrasting way in which 

the dead are 

remembered. Seeing the 

huge scale of death was 

a very emotional 

experience. We also 

visited the Canada 

memorial at 

‘Hellfire Corner’ 

where the first 

gas attack 

occurred.  

The girls 

enjoyed an 

evening meal in 

one of the 

many attractive 

places to eat in 

the centre of 

Ypres. We did 

not arrive back 

in London until just after 

midnight. So, given it was 

a 5am start, it made it a 

long, exhausting day. 

The History Department 

continue to do these 

trips because we 

want to expand your 

knowledge and 

experience the world. 

Mr Smith & Ms Hickes 

History Department 

P.S While he was 

away on the trip Mr 

Smith became a 

grandfather! Here’s 

the beautiful Lyla. 

Year 10 History visit to Ypres, Belgium continued 

“Seeing the 

huge scale of 

death was a 

very emotional 

experience.”  
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In English, this term, 8C 

and 8W have been 

learning about the 

language of the media, 

how films are put 

together and the process 

of filmmaking. This has 

culminated in the first 

ever year 8 horror film 

competition with a highly

-anticipated screening 

being held this 

Wednesday 28th March 

in the school hall. The 

groups have worked 

together to come up 

with original ideas, 

create a script, make 

production choices such 

as props, costumes, 

makeup, shooting 

locations and film shots in 

order to create horrifying 

film trailers.  

I have been impressed 

with the level of creativity 

and attention to detail 

that the students have 

put into this project. The 

finished films show off a 

range of skills and 

understanding of how 

films are made. Groups 

have worked together 

collaboratively to 

complete the task.  

On Wednesday, the films 

will be screened and 

winners announced. This 

is a great celebration of 

all the hard work put in 

by students in 8C and 8W 

- and hopefully the 

beginning of an annual 

tradition for years to 

come. Congratulations 

to all involved and all the 

best for the competition! 

Miss C Espinoza  

English department 

Year 8 Horror Film Competition 

Keeping Your Child Safe Online and Sexting  

‘sexting’.  Sexting 

describes the use of 

technology to share 

sexual and sexually 

implied content.  This 

content includes texts, 

photos of partial nudity 

and sexual images or 

videos. This could be 

shared between 

partners, peers and 

strangers. There are a 

variety of reasons for 

sexting – some young 

people can be naïve 

and exploratory and for 

others it is a result of 

threats or coercion. 

So what is the law 

around sexting? 

Much of the complexity 

in responding to youth 

produced sexual 

imagery is due to its legal 

status. Making, 

possessing and 

distributing any imagery 

of someone under 18 

which is ‘indecent’ is 

illegal. This includes 

imagery of yourself if you 

are under 18. 

The relevant legislation is 

contained in the 

Protection of Children 

Act 1978 (England and 

Wales) as amended in 

the Sexual Offences Act 

2003 (England and 

Wales).  Specifically: 

• It is an offence to 

possess, distribute, show 

and make indecent 

images of children. 

• The Sexual Offences 

Act 2003 (England and 

Wales) defines a child, for 

the purposes of indecent 

images, as anyone under 

the age of 18.     

Last Friday I went to a 

LGfL DigiSafe 

Conference which 

focussed on issues 

around social media use 

and keeping young 

people safe.  We all 

know that young people 

love their phones and 

social media! It is a way 

in which they can 

communicate with each 

other, express 

themselves, keep up to 

date with the latest news 

and trends, get travel 

updates, communicate 

with people on the other 

side of the world, make 

friends, network 

etc…  But for all of these 

pros there are just as 

many cons. 

One thing that concerns 

me is a relatively new 

phenomenon known as 
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(Sexting in schools and 

colleges: Responding to 

incidents and 

safeguarding young 

people, UKCCIS) 

If you are at all 

concerned about any of 

the above, please make 

an appointment to come 

and speak to 

me.  Alternatively, please 

see attached for some 

guidance on sexting and 

keeping your child safe 

online. 

Ms Tairi 

Assistant Headteacher 

Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 



This year at Connaught 

School for Girls, we 

wanted to give back to 

the community by raising 

money for a charity 

called Read for Good. 

Read for Good is a 

charity that raises money 

through various ways to 

'bring the power of stories 

to children in hospital via 

our mobile bookcases 

and resident 

storytellers.' (Read for 

Good website) With this 

charitable incentive in 

mind, students wanted to 

go above and beyond 

and dress up for World 

Book Day. The students 

and teachers came in an 

array of characters! It 

was so great that we 

needed our very own 

runway. Our students are 

so dedicated that they 

even committed to 

dressing up in the cold! 

We also had many 

competitions and fun 

activities like, creating a 

book cover, creating 

bookmarks to go on sale 

to raise money for charity 

and an all staff shelfie 

competition! To top it all 

off, the school were 

honoured to host two 

very different speakers 

for assembly. We had 

writer and photographer, 

Nishat Alam, and graphic 

designer, Alaa Alsaraji, 

from a writer's collective 

called 'Khidr Collective', 

share how they 

crowdfunded their very 

own magazine and very 

kindly offered the 

students their very own 

chance to submit their 

work. We also hosted 

Chloe Seager, author of 

'Editing Emma', who 

spoke about the process 

of writing her debut 

novel. 

The school had a lot of 

fun and raised a lot of 

money for a great 

charity! 

Ms J Khanom 

LRC manager 

World Book Day - a great success!  
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On Wednesday 21st 

March a team of year 10 

& 11 students performed 

the play ‘Dungeness’ by 

Chris Thompson at The 

Soho Theatre in the heart 

of London’s West End. 

The play was performed 

as part of the National 

Theatre’s Connections 

Festival, which results in a 

handful of plays being 

chosen to perform at the 

National Theatre later in 

the year. The cast of 8 

students have been 

working tirelessly under 

the artistic direction of Ms 

Brothers for the last few 

months to bring the play 

to life, they have been 

supported by an 

outstanding crew of over 

10 students and Ms 

Jemal who has helped to 

co-produce the 

play.  Three of our 

student crew operated 

the sound, lighting & 

projection in the show 

from the tech box using 

the theatre’s professional 

equipment. They 

handled this potentially 

nerve wracking 

responsibility with calm 

confidence!  

The performance on the 

evening couldn’t have 

gone better with many 

audience members 

commenting on how 

professional the play 

looked. We are incredibly 

proud of all students who 

have participated in this 

fought to give women all 

round the world chances 

to vote, it was an 

important trip as it 

allowed us to discover 

more about our history as 

women. We were also 

allowed to explore the 

museum and learn about 

other aspects of our 

On Wednesday the 8th 

of March to mark 

International Women’s 

day, we went to the 

Museum of London to 

look at the International 

Women’s Day exhibition, 

this trip allowed us to 

learn about all of the 

different women who 

history towards the end 

of the trip. We think that 

going to see the 

exhibition is something 

you must do this holiday 

because it is something 

that you can be inspired 

by, this trip was very 

enjoyable. 

Mya and Vivienne Yr 10 

‘Dungeness’ performance at West End theatre 

Museum of London- Votes for Women exhibition 

LGBT Month and Human Rights 
support your friends who 

are LGBT. You are 

making a person feel 

confident about their 

true selves.  

As a school, we have 

done several events to 

support LGBT. 

We have done: an 

assembly, a logo 

competition, a poetry 

competition and a bake 

sale. All of these events 

went successfully during 

this period of time. The 

bake sale was organised 

to raise money for ‘The 

Albert Kennedy Trust’.  

As a school, we have 

decided to create an 

‘Equality Group’ to help 

support students in this 

school with issues like 

Racism, LGBTQ+, Mental 

Health Issues and many 

more. By doing this, it is 

helping students being 

true to who they are and 

feeling confident with 

who they are no matter 

what! Check for meeting 

dates in the register for 

notices. 

Ms A Ricon SENCO 

Across the globe, lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and 

transgender people 

(LGBT) continue to face 

endemic violence, legal 

discrimination, and other 

human rights violations 

on account of their 

sexual orientation or 

gender identity.  

Why should you support 

LGBT? 

If you support LGBTQ+, 

you are already making 

a change in the world. 

Whether you talk about it 

on social media or just 

Page 9 

2017-18 Issue: 20 

project from performers 

to crew & digital team, 

and all staff members 

who have helped to 

oversee them. 

It has been an incredibly 

exciting project that 

might not be over yet, so 

watch this space!  

Ms Jemal     Drama dept 



The seven week run 

where the 70273 quilts 

hung in Rochester 

Cathedral came to an 

end last week. Thank you 

to all of you who visited 

Rochester Cathedral 

while they were on 

display (visitor numbers 

were up over 1,000 in the 

period 25th January - 

24th February to 8,210 

people and that doesn't 

include the last three 

weeks of their stay there). 

Now 15 of the quilts and 

7 of the middlings have 

come to London and 

gone on display in St 

John’s Church in Notting 

Hill, so, if you couldn’t go 

to Rochester you could 

get a chance to see 

them nearer to home. 

The church of St John's 

itself is interesting having 

lots of history, including 

the grade II listed organ 

of 1794 which has 

connections to William 

Wilberforce, the 

Clapham Sect and the 

anti-slavery movement. 

Its original home, before 

moving to St John’s in 

1845, was Holy Trinity 

Clapham, the church 

where Wilberforce and 

his colleagues 

developed their political 

crusade to rid the world 

of slavery. William 

Wilberforce remarked to 

the House of Commons 

in a debate, “You may 

choose to look the other 

way but you 

can never say 

again that you 

did not know.” - 

Wilberforce was 

talking about 

the slave trade, 

but it holds a 

mirror to The 

70273. Our quilt 

has been given pride of 

place on the altar and 

the names of all students 

who took part have 

been recorded in the 

book which 

accompanies the quilts 

wherever they go on 

their travels. Perhaps you 

will be able to visit St 

John’s Notting Hill over 

the Easter holiday. The 

quilts will be on show 

there until May 10th.  

Mrs G Wensley 

Art department 

Our 70273 Quilt comes to London  
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to look the other 

way but you can 

never say again 

that you did not 

know.”  
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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Samah Adam in year 8 

painted this portrait of 

footballer Cristiano 

Ronaldo. 

Ms T Massella 

Art Technian 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Last Day of Term   - Thursday 29th March 2018 

(school closes at 12pm for Years 10 & 11 and at 1pm for Years 7, 8 & 9)  

First Day back after Easter - Monday 16th April 2018 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 26th April 2018 

May Day Bank Holiday  - Monday 7th May 2018 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 10th May 2018 

GCSE written exams begin  - Monday 14th May 2018 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018 

Year 10 Internal exams begin - Monday 4th June 2018 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event  - Monday 29th June 2018 

Sports Day   - Friday 13th July 2018 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 20th July 2018 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/









