
Message from the Headteacher 

December 2017 

2017-18 Issue:18 

Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Drama students 

perform in a 

National Theatre 

competition 

 Science lecture visit 

to Westminster 

School 

 Whole-school      

National Holocaust 

Day project 

 Palestinian refugee 

crisis Skype call to 

Damascus! 

Inside this issue: 

Visit to Oxford 

University 
2 

Writers of the 

Month 
3 

Westminster 

School Lecture 
4 

70,273 Project  5 

Maths Challenge  6 

Palestinian      

Refugee Project 
7 

Geography 

events 
8 

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

As we approach the end of the first term I would like to thank you all for working with us 

to provide your daughter with the best education possible. I continue to be impressed 

that overall student attendance and punctuality is excellent and that students are well 

dressed and prepared for learning each day they come to school. 

I need to remind a few families that taking your daughter on holiday or to visit family 

overseas, during term time, will have a detrimental effect on her education and it will be 

virtually impossible to make up lost time. I empathise with you regarding the cost of flights 

during school holidays but please book all trips within school holidays otherwise your 

daughter will be given unauthorised absences. 

One of the school’s current priorities is to increase opportunities for the students to 

become active citizens. I am delighted that we have many projects taking place at the 

moment. 

To mention a few, the Year 9 ‘My Voice, My school project’ enables students the link up 

via live video with young Palestinian refugees in Syria, Lebanon and Gaza to debate and 

advocate for a quality education for all. The Year 10 Youth Health Champions trained to 

support and help students manage day to day stress and mental health issues whilst the 

Year 9 Transport for London Ambassadors led an assembly on Road Safety. 

Despite an active group of Transport for London Ambassadors we do not appear to be 

reducing the number of cars dropping off girls outside the school gates. In the morning 

both streets are very congested between 8.10 a.m. and 8.25 a.m. I urge you to 

encourage your daughter to walk to school or at least drop her on the main road.   

The girls have worked very hard this term and have displayed high levels of good 

behaviour.  We are looking forward to our Winter Concert, on Thursday 14th December 

at 6.30p.m.  As well as a superb musical extravaganza the PTA have been working hard 

to raise money by selling Christmas crafts and festive food. I hope you are able to join us. 

School finishes on Tuesday 19th December at 12.00 for Years 10 and 11 and 1.00 p.m. for 

Years 7, 8 and 9. School re-opens at 8.30 on Wednesday 3rd January. 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and restful winter 

holiday and health and happiness for you all in 2018. 

Best Wishes 

Sally Walker. 



On Monday 6th 

November we went to 

Oxford University to 

experience what life 

would be like there as a 

student. After a very long 

journey (thanks to the 

Central line breaking 

down), we arrived at St 

Peters College at around 

11am.  

We learnt many new 

things about the history 

of Oxford university and 

how to apply to study 

there, we even got free 

food!   

We then visited 

Brasenose College which 

was excellent. We were 

shown around by a 

second year student who 

showed us the grand 

library, affordable dorm 

rooms, the bar and much 

more. This gave us a 

much better 

understanding of student 

life in Oxford and 

whether or not we would 

like to study there.  

As well as the university 

we also got to explore 

Oxford and some of its 

historic buildings 

including the Ashmolean 

Library and the Divinity 

school (which was used 

as the infirmary in 

Hogwarts).  

In the afternoon we were 

able to experience a 

university style history 

lecture which was very 

engaging. Throughout 

the day we were able to 

ask questions to both 

undergraduate students 

and staff at St Peters 

College.  

We would like to thank 

Ms Quinn who went with 

us and made our day 

much more exciting. 

Overall we had a fun 

and inspiring day and we 

hope to visit Oxford 

again in the future. 

By Ayesha Undre, Aleena 

Khan, Mia Benjamin & 

Ayesha Abdul-Khaniq 

Year 10  

community on the 

evenings of the 26th and 

27th of February and 

then again at the Soho 

Theatre in mid-March. 

There are a number of 

ways you can help us 

make this production a 

real success. One is 

helping to source items 

for set and props. Below 

is a list of some items 

which we need. If you 

can gift us any of these 

items please send them 

Bella Penton, Brigitta 

Tarakanovaite, Amy Moss 

and Tiah Reid for 

heading up the technical 

and creative team, and 

also Georgia Dunning 

who will be assisting Ms 

Brothers in directing the 

play. 

Cast in rehearsal:      

Birdie – Iman Rahman,  

Jen - Lily Olufemi-

Bywaters,                    

Tana - Jamelia McCalla 

Beward,                     

Orson - Erin Hughes,  

Adira - Zaynab Ahmed, 

Franny - Jessica Perry, 

Caia - Auriane Bourgoin, 

Jotham –Muneeba 

Omer. 

We look forward to 

performing to friends, 

family and the local 

to school with your child 

or for larger items please 

contact Ms Jemal or Ms 

Brothers by phoning the 

school on 020 8539 3029. 

A small sofa 

2 x bean bags 

A small arm chair 

Rainbow flags of all sizes 

Thank you 

Ms A Brothers 

Head of Drama 

Year 10 History Visit to Oxford University 

Connaught to perform in the National Theatre Connections Festival 2018 
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The Drama Department is 

excited to announce the 

cast for this year’s 

National Theatre 

Connections play 

Dungeness by Chris 

Thompson. It was 

extremely difficult to 

decide on casting with 

so many talented, 

creative and 

hardworking students 

auditioning. We hope 

that all students who 

auditioned will be able to 

take part in some 

capacity on-stage or 

back-stage with many 

roles needing to be filled. 

A show is never possible 

without much 

contribution from 

technical support so we 

would like to thank in 

advance Grace and 



Writers of the Month 
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On Wednesday the 29th 

of November a group of 

eleven Yr.11 students 

went to Westminster 

School to attend a 

lecture on chemistry 

called, “The Rise of the 

Robot Scientist”. The 

engaging lecture was 

given by John de Millo, 

Professor of Chemistry 

from the Imperial 

College. The students 

had an enjoyable 

experience in the 

informative lecture, in 

which they got an insight 

of chemistry as a 

profession and learnt 

some new weird and 

wonderful facts.         

 Some students said: 

"The lecture was inspiring 

and innovative."  

Maisa Kisha 11C 

"I now want to be a 

Chemistry teacher." 

Safiya Sharif 11S 

"I believe that the trip 

was influential."  

Aaminah Sadik-Vali 11W 

Ms M Krunic 

Science department 

archaeology and in it we 

studied burials and how 

people analyse and find 

them. We also went to a 

workshop where we 

learnt about translating 

Harry Potter into Italian, 

which was my personal 

favourite. Our last 

workshop was about 

epidemics and 

vaccinations and we 

learnt about certain 

vaccinations, their 

benefits and how 

vaccinations can help 

the community keep safe 

The trip to Heron Hall 

Academy was an 

outstanding educational 

experience that helped 

us learn a lot about the 

variety of subjects we 

can study in our GCSE’s, 

A levels and at university. 

We took part in three 

workshops that were 

each led by 

representatives from 

Oxford University, 

Cambridge University 

and Imperial College 

London. The first 

workshop was about 

from diseases. Overall, it 

was a very eye opening 

visit and we all learned a 

huge amount about how 

wide the range of 

subjects you can learn 

about in coming years is. 

I now know about 

different options that I 

did not know were 

possible to study. 

Asiya Ramjan 9S 

Lecture at Westminster School 

Heron Hall Academy  

"I now want to 

be a Chemistry 

teacher." 
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This project aims to 

commemorate the 

70,273 physically and 

mentally disabled men, 

women and children 

who were murdered by 

the Nazis between 

January 1940 and August 

1941 in the Aktion T4 

programme, a largely 

unrecognised atrocity 

which only received a 

memorial to the victims in 

2014. The two red crosses 

represent the marks 

made by the assessing 

doctors as to whether a 

person was deemed 

“unfit” or an economic 

burden on Nazi society. 

We are turning the two 

crosses into a symbol of 

love and strength and 

stitching them onto white 

fabric blocks which will 

be made into a quilt. The 

quilt will be displayed in 

Rochester Cathedral 

alongside others from all 

over Britain from January 

to March 2018 marking 

National Holocaust Day. 

Similar displays will be on 

show throughout the 

world in 100 countries. 

Students have all learned 

about this terrible period 

in history in assemblies 

and have since been 

busy making blocks in 

tutor time, clubs, lesson 

time and at home. We 

hope to send off at least 

one quilt by the end of 

term. Seeing the crosses 

stitched together sends a 

powerful message of 

tolerance, community 

and love. We are proud 

to be helping to blanket 

the world in XX 

Mrs G Wensley 

Art department 

and team work pupils 

have shown during this 

activity. 

The winners are:   

9C - Ateeka, Nadiyya, 

Safiya, Rania and 

Deborah 

9S - Asiya, Iman, Zakia, 

Raazia and Christine 

9W - Nurul, Alisa, Sumbal, 

Alisha and Tia 

Year 9 have been 

busy this term completing 

quizzes about Great 

Britain. They have had to 

work in groups of five 

and answer between 8-

16 questions every 

Wednesday afternoon. 

The questions have been 

to do with: legends, 

landmarks, monarchs 

and literature. The Year 9 

tutors have been thrilled 

with both the enthusiasm 

9F - Ivet, Yvonne, Afifa, 

Aaminah, Mashal and 

Hibah 

Well done and we plan 

to organise another 

round of general 

knowledge quizzes ready 

for April 2018. 

Ms S Maniar                    

Mr W Huber 

70,273 Project – a World-wide Collaborative Art Project 

Great Britain quizzes 

Page 5 

2017-18 Issue:18 



Dear parents and 

students, 

Welcome to our Maths 

Challenge.  

Are you amazing at 

maths? Can you solve 

really tricky maths 

problems?  

At Connaught we will be 

having a fortnightly 

Maths Challenge.  

The Maths Challenge is a 

fun, interesting and 

challenging experience 

aimed at all year groups. 

Students may have to 

solve a problem, find the 

solution to a puzzle or 

practise a mathematical 

skill.  

The Maths Challenge 

problems are easy to 

state and fascinating to 

solve. The Challenge will 

give a dose of 

mathematical stimulation 

to solvers of all ages. 

Our aims are simple; to 

help raise standards of 

achievement in 

mathematics across the 

whole age range, to help 

motivate students 

generally, to show 

students of all abilities 

that maths can be fun 

and that there is a reason 

for doing it. 

Each term a winner from 

each year group will be 

pulled out of a draw and 

be awarded with a gift 

voucher. 

Tayanne Bell-Bodkin 7C 

Nasteha Kaarie 7W 

Jumainah Rahman 8G 

Alise Kalinina 8W 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 9C 

Rawen Ibrahim 9C 

KS4 Winners               

Lubna Suleiman 10S 

Prionti Das 10S 

Aaminah  Sadik-Vali  11W 

Congratulations for 

winning the Maths 

Challenge:-  

KS3 Winners                                          

Mawa Firdaus 7W          

Amanda Kucinska 7W 

Samah Adam 8S 

Maryam Mamsa 8G 

Nasriin Ali 8W 

Aisha Abdalla 9C 

Monika Ivanova 9C 

Lois Laryea 11F 

The following winners 

were pulled out of a 

draw and awarded with 

a gift voucher: 

Mawa Firdaus 7W, 

Maryam Mamsa 8G, 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 9C, 

Prionti Das 10S and Lois 

Laryea 11F 

Ms R Ranganathan 

Maths department 

Maths Challenge  
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This term the year 9 pupils 

have been taking part in 

a school project based 

around refugee children 

from Palestine. The focus 

has been on the global 

goal number 4 – a quality 

education. Pupils have 

been carrying out 

research about how to 

improve education on 

both a local and global 

scale. Some of the areas 

of focus have been 

access to education, the 

school environment, 

literacy and numeracy 

and inclusive education. 

The programme of study 

has been devised by 

UNRWA and its aim is to 

enable pupils all over the 

world to take part in 

understanding what 

education is like for 

children globally. One of 

the benefits to the 

programme is that we 

have been developing a 

link with a school in Syria 

that educates the 

Palestinian refugees. 

This has resulted in 2 

SKYPE calls that have 

taken place between 

Connaught, Lambeth 

Academy and the Al 

Faloujah school in 

Damascus. In the first call 

the Palestinians sang a 

song about their 

homeland and 

performed a traditional 

dance. In the second 

call our pupils sang 

Rudolph the red nose 

reindeer and Annisis 

Downey Maknoon 

painted a picture of 

peace on canvas which 

the pupils wanted to be 

sent to them in Syria. They 

even asked if it was for 

sale! 

“The SKYPE calls have 

been very interesting and 

engaging. I have been 

able to learn and 

understand how the 

children in Syria live their 

lives and where there are 

similarities to our lives. 

They are not only fun but 

friendly also.”            

Kunmi Oyeride 9F 

“The calls have been 

really informative. We 

have learnt about the 

Palestinian childrens lives 

and what education is 

like for them. I look 

forward to the ones to 

come.”                       

Asiya Ranjan 9S 

Mr P Phillips 

CCPSHE 

Palestinian Refugee Project 

“The SKYPE calls 

have been very 

interesting and 

engaging.” 
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Year 11 Walton on 

the Naze  

This November the Y11 

Geographers visited 

Walton on the Naze to 

carry out their fieldwork 

investigations and 

prepare for their 

Geographical Skills exam.  

The days that they visited 

were really cold but both 

groups coped incredibly 

well and arrived fully 

prepared for the weather 

with hats, gloves, scarves 

and extra socks! 

On the day the students 

were looking at how 

successful the coastal 

defences in the town 

are.  To be able to 

complete this task they 

carried out 

questionnaires and 

various surveys on the 

beach.  They also visited 

the historic Naze Tower 

where they spoke to the 

manager and were 

given the chance to 

climb over 100 steps to 

the viewing platform at 

the top. 

The girls worked brilliantly 

and were able to collect 

a wide range of data as 

well as valuable 

experience of different 

sampling methods both 

of which are going to be 

incredibly useful in their 

final exams. 

about or a 3D model of 

one of the ecosystems 

we’ve looked at.  Some 

of the pieces of work 

have been outstanding, 

students have put an 

Year 9 Ecosystems 

Y9 have been studying 

ecosystems this term and 

as a their final homework 

on the unit they were 

asked to do a 

presentation / video 

incredible amount of 

time and effort in and 

should be incredibly 

proud of themselves.  

Some of the best 

examples are shown 

below. 

Geography events 
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Year 9 TfL 

Ambassadors 

Twelve of our Y9 students 

have been selected to 

be the schools TfL 

Ambassadors.  They have 

led an assembly on road 

safety and are in the 

process of surveying 

students from across the 

school.  These surveys will 

be used to identify 

transport issues that the 

students of Connaught 

are concerned about.  

This issue will then be the 

focus of a campaign to 

try to improve the 

situation.  Watch this 

space to see what they 

come up with!  

Ms S Quinn 

Head of Geography 

We would encourage 

everyone to see a 

Kneehigh show at least 

Over 30 year 10 and 11 

students saw one of the 

UK’s most exciting 

theatre companies – 

Kneehigh on Monday 

11th December at the 

Shoreditch Town Hall. We 

had a brilliant time and it 

was amazing to see 

world-class physical and 

devised theatre to inspire 

us with our own GCSE 

devised shows. 

                                        

once in their life – it’s a 

must see! 

Ms A Brothers (Drama) 

Geography events continued 

Students see award winning theatre company Kneehigh 

Gardening club 
We clean the leaves from 

the garden floor. 

We plant lots of yummy 

vegetables and fruits.  

In the summer we will be 

planting flowers. 

Once our vegetables 

have grown we can eat 

and sell them and make 

a profit towards the 

garden and school 

supplies.  

Written by Ayah, Ellis, 

Sana and Fatima   

The gardening club is all 

about working as a team 

to create a healthy 

environment for us to 

bloom in. Growing plants 

helps to relax and clear 

your mind from the busy 

and stressful days of 

school.  

What do we do? 

“We plant lots of 

yummy 

vegetables and 

fruits.”  
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Here are the five winning 

designs:- 

Christmas card competition 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Bella Penton Zaibaa Pathan 

Grace Penton Evie Merrifield 

Mariya Ashraf 

First Day of Term for Students - Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

Year 11 Mock GCSE Results Day - Tuesday 23rd January 2018 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 25th January 2018 

February Half-Term Holiday - Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 2018 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 22nd February 2018 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 22nd March 2018 

Spring Term Break  - Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 2018 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 26th April 2018 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 10th May 2018 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 20th July 2018 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

