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 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

In the last newsletter I told you about the enjoyable visit we had from TV 

presenter and former Connaught student, June Sarpong. Unknown to us at the 

time, it was featured on BBC2  Newsnight on the 30th November. See if you can 

retrieve it as it gives the school great coverage. 

I am very pleased to inform you that in the revised 2017 GCSE results, which 

were published in January, Connaught’s progress is + 0.5 which is described as 

“well above average” and is in the top 10% of schools nationally. 

After sitting their GCSE mock exams before Christmas, our Year 11 students are 

now focussed on preparing for their final exams.  Most students have asked for 

extra revision classes and many are being held after school and during the 

February and Easter holidays. Please encourage your daughter to attend. 

Our PTA continue to work enthusiastically. They are currently organising a Curry 

and Quiz night on the 3rd March at 7.00 p.m.  It would be wonderful if you 

could come along, either as a team or individual; it should be a great evening.  

To buy tickets please email pta@connaught.waltham.sch.uk. 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a relaxing and 

enjoyable half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker 



On Monday the 15th of 

January, we attended a 

Spanish Taster Day at St 

Peter’s College in Oxford 

with the MFL 

Department. 

We learned about the 

origins and evolution of 

European languages, as 

well as some local 

minority languages such 

as Catalán, Galician and 

Basque. 

Through a children’s 

book published across 

the world in a lot of 

different languages – 

‘The Story of the Little 

Mole Who Knew it Was 

None of His Business’ – we 

looked at how 

languages connect, 

compared, and 

analysed similarities and 

differences between 12 

languages. 

The sessions were very 

interesting and opened 

our minds on the 

importance of studying 

languages, not only for 

pleasure and personal 

benefits, but also for 

future career 

opportunities. 

Suki Piyasena 

Polina Solakchieva 

Samah Adam 

Leila Winston 

the play ready for the 

festival. You will be able 

to see the play at 

Connaught School on 

the 26th and 27th 

February at 7pm. Tickets 

for both performances 

are limited so please 

make sure you reserve 

yours by completing and 

returning the reservation 

slip on the bottom of the 

flyer. Tickets will be 

allocated on a first come 

first served basis. Instead 

of charging a ticket fee 

for these performances 

As part of the National 

Theatre Connections 

2018 project the cast and 

crew of 'Dungeness' have 

been working hard to get 

we request that you 

make a donation (big or 

small) on the evening to 

The Albert Kennedy Trust, 

a charity that helps 

homeless LGBTQ youth in 

the U.K. As part of the 

festival we will also be 

performing at The Soho 

Theatre on the 21st 

March—please book via 

sohotheatre.com or 

phone the box office on 

02074780100. 

Ms A Jemal 

Drama department 

Spanish Taster Day at St Peter’s College Oxford – Year 8 

'Dungeness'  
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During the past few 

weeks, in our science 

lessons, the students of 

7C have been building 

model volcanoes in order 

to expand our 

knowledge on rocks and 

volcanoes which we had 

been learning about for 

some time.  It was not an 

intentional project but 

the class convinced our 

science teacher, Ms 

Oon, to give us 

permission to begin work 

on our projects.  Amongst 

ourselves, we split into 

groups and began as 

soon as possible.  We 

had to gradually build up 

the shape of the volcano 

around a 500ml plastic 

water bottle (on a 

cardboard base) and 

paint it to make it look 

like a miniature volcano.  

Once we had finished 

the volcano, we were 

told that we had to 

create a poster about 

rocks and volcanoes as a 

group and that it 

needed to be colourful 

and detailed.  We did 

research for the poster 

and tried to make it as 

presentable as possible.  

Soon enough, both were 

done and all we had to 

do was erupt our 

volcanoes, which was 

the most exciting part.  

Some of us used vinegar 

and bicarbonate of soda 

and some of us used 

Cola and Mentos.  The 

whole class enjoyed the 

experiment and have 

expanded our 

knowledge at the same 

time. 

Amina Imran 7C 

7C’s Volcanoes project in Ms Oon’s class 

“Some of us 

used vinegar 

and 

bicarbonate of 

soda and some 

of us used Cola 

and Mentos.”   
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On Thursday 4th January 

The Happy Puzzle 

Company delivered a 

series of workshops for 

Years 7, 8 and 9 to further 

teambuilding skills by 

solving challenging 

problems involving lateral 

thinking, visual 

perception, hand/eye co

-ordination, sequencing, 

spatial awareness and 

strategic planning. 

“I found it very fun and 

challenging.”             

Arwa Ghorab 7G 

“It was very fun and 

challenging and we 

were able to get to know 

people.”              

Rumaysa Rehman 7G 

“I found the Maths 

challenge really fun 

because it tested our 

brains and it played 

really sneaky tricks in your 

mind and you also got to 

learn new things. Also, 

what I really enjoyed is 

working with new people 

because it built up our 

relationships as we got to 

work as a team and it 

boosted our confidence 

when we were working 

with others.”            

Fatima Nur 7C 

“For me the Maths 

Challenge was really fun. 

It helped me with my 

teamwork skills and also 

solving maths problems. 

At the same time some 

of the things were hard 

and tricky such as 

balancing the penguins 

and especially the 

Roadmap Puzzle.” 

Fatima Azimi 7G 

“The problem solving 

workshop was very fun, 

however it was also 

frustrating. My favourite 

activity was the penguins 

even though it was the 

most difficult. We had to 

make sure that we 

balanced an equal 

amount of weight on 

each side. It was very 

hard because we were 

all quite fast when we 

should have been slow 

and steady. Overall the 

workshop was very fun 

and it made us work as a 

team. I really enjoyed it.” 

Danielle Cheddesingh 8C 

“When the teachers told 

me about the Happy 

Puzzle Company coming 

to our school I thought 

that it would be boring 

but it ended up being 

really fun. We played lots 

of good games, they 

might seem hard at first 

but if you think about it 

it’s really easy and with 

the help of your team it is 

even easier. The point of 

the games was to play 

and have fun; it was 

really helpful to learn 

new things and to work 

as part of a team.”      

Amina Drief 8C 

“I like how we worked 

together with pupils from 

other forms.”          

Ashante Lee 8C 

“On Thursday 4th 

January we participated 

in the Happy Puzzle 

workshop. The work we 

did consisted of building 

Puzzle Challenge Day 

“The games 

were really 

intense.”                   

Fatima Syed 8C 
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problem solving skills. We 

thoroughly enjoyed 

solving various puzzles as 

it was engaging and 

aided us to view Maths 

problems utilising 

alternative perspective. 

Brain teasers that were 

played included 

numerous tricky puzzles. I 

recommend this 

workshop as in addition 

to it being enjoyable it 

also helped reinforce 

teamwork.”                    

Khadija Hussain 9F  

“Happy Puzzles is a 

workshop that aims to 

build our teamwork skills 

and problem-solving. We 

were put into teams and 

were asked to complete 

a set of puzzles together. 

It was really fun! 

My favourite puzzle was 

the first one we 

attempted. The rules 

were that we had to 

place a set of 24 

penguins on an ice 

boulder that continuously 

wobbles without the 

penguins falling over. This 

tested our perseverance 

and our teamwork but in 

the end, it was rewarding 

when my team 

managed to successfully 

complete the 

challenge!”                         

Deborah Rothoff 9C 

to collect sources for 

their exam sketchbooks. 

The museum itself is so 

huge that we only 

managed to scratch the 

surface of the possibilities 

it offers but we did 

manage to look at 

exhibits in painting, 

theatre, art from the 

Islamic world and Japan 

and sculpture and 

ceramics. Hopefully we 

will have wetted their 

In January both groups of 

Year 11 art students 

finally made their long 

awaited visit to the V&A. 

The first planned trip was 

postponed due to a tube 

strike. The next trip was 

abandoned as it fell 

during the heatwave 

and Ramadan when the 

tube journey would have 

been a hazard to health. 

This time the students 

were able to use the visit 

appetites 

and 

many will 

return 

again to 

study 

more of 

the 

fantastic 

artefacts 

on show. 

Mrs G Wensley 

Art department 

Puzzle Challenge Day continued 

Year 11 visit the V&A Museum 

Year 11 History visit to the Imperial War Museum 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

in August 1945. 

Mr A Smith 

Head of History 

Year 11 History students 

visited the Imperial War 

Museum in January to 

look at the Peace & 

Security gallery that tells 

some of the story of the 

Cold War. They saw 

remnants of the Berlin 

Wall and one of the 

prototypes for the atomic 

bombs that were 

dropped on the 

Japanese cities of 
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Mrs Horsley and I were 

proud to be able to 

deliver our Connaught 

quilt, stitched by many 

different members of our 

school community, to 

Rochester last week. 

Each block, stitched with 

two red crosses, 

commemorates a life lost 

when the Nazis carried 

out the Aktion T4 

programme. For Hitler this 

was a plan to dispense 

with individuals who were 

deemed to be unfit for 

Nazi society or an 

economic burden, a 

precursor for the final 

solution. These victims 

were sick or disabled in 

some way, many of 

whom were children. 

Victims were killed by 

gas, lethal injection, 

starved or shot. The 70273 

Project had the 

ambitious aim to mark 

every life, a mass petition 

for love and humanity, 

being signed in stitches 

from people all over the 

world, in over 100 

countries. Our quilt will be 

on display in Rochester 

Guildhall until March 12th 

from Tuesdays to Fridays, 

in a joint exhibition with 

quilts made by other 

youth groups and 

artwork commemorating 

National Holocaust Day 

made by local schools. 

Every student who took 

part has been named in 

a beautiful book created 

to accompany the 

project, illustrated with 

photographs 

of people at 

workshops 

across the 

country. Also 

on display in 

Rochester 

Cathedral 

are crosses 

representing 

13,817 lives, made by 

thousands of people 

across the South East and 

beyond, sewn into quilts. 

January 2018 also saw 

quilts going on show in 

Durham Cathedral and 

in Jersey and Germany 

too. Eventually the whole 

of the 20273 project will 

come together, 

estimated to be over 

1000 quilts, and will go on 

to tour the world and 

continue to tell their story. 

The project continues 

with more sewing 

needed, so if you would 

like to get involved in 

commemorating the 

70,273 then please visit 

www.the70273project.org 

for more details. 

Thanks to everyone for 

taking part.   XX  

Mrs G Wensley 

Art department 

70273 Project 

“The 70273 

Project has an 

ambitious aim – 

to blanket the 

world with 

Love.” 
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Local residents were 

warmly welcomed by ten 

year 11 students from 

Connaught School for 

Girls in Leytonstone and 

were ushered into the 

school’s hall—decked 

with well decorated 

tables and twinkling 

lights—for a festive 

evening of fun, music 

and food.  

The Senior Citizens’ 

Dinner that was held on 

Monday 18th of 

December 2017 saw 10 

residents from the local 

community dining with 

the students from the 

school. Each student 

prepared a three course 

meal from a region of 

their choice and was 

extremely proud to share 

it with their guest. This 

event was organised by 

their teacher Mrs 

Marcelle Wallace in 

conjunction with Carolyn 

Sellick, the Local Area 

Coordinator of the Grove 

Green Ward in 

Leytonstone. 

“The idea of giving back 

to the local community 

was just a buzzing 

thought and quickly 

developed into a big 

event, this was made 

possible by the strong 

support from my 

colleagues and the 

enthusiasm of the 

students,” said Mrs 

Wallace. 

It was not too long after 

they were settled in a 

festive mood that they 

were surprised with 

beautiful singing, 

dancing and musical 

items all brought to them 

from the music 

department, thanks to 

the tireless effort of Mrs 

Sanger and the pupils 

she trained so well. The 

residents thoroughly 

enjoyed the 

entertainment and some 

even sang along. 

As the celebration came 

to an end there were 

even more surprises as 

each resident was 

presented with a special 

gift. They were all very 

grateful as some chatted 

and laughed with the 

students.  

The guests commented, 

“We had a lovely 

afternoon.”, “It’s been a 

real treat coming out 

and sharing with these 

lovely girls.”, “We are 

grateful for lovely singing 

and entertainment from 

the girls.”  

Mrs Wallace (head of 

subject) thought the 

event was very successful 

and will certainly 

consider doing the same 

for next year. 

Many thanks to all those 

who contributed to the 

success of this event 

including the Tesco store 

that provided some of 

the food.  

Food Technology 

department 

An Early Christmas for Local Residents of Leytonstone 

“It’s been a real 

treat coming 

out and sharing 

with these lovely 

girls.”  
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In film club, one of the 

films we watched was 

called Wadjda .The film 

was based In Saudi 

Arabia and the main 

focus is Wadjda.  Wadjda 

is a girl who wants to ride 

a bike but is restricted in 

her country due to the 

sexism at the time.  She is 

not allowed around her 

neighbour, a boy who 

rides a bike. There is a 

competition and the 

prize is enough money for 

her to buy a bicycle. She 

enters that competition 

and wins it after lots of 

practice in reading the 

Qur’an. They ask her 

what she wants to buy 

with the money and she 

announces that she will 

buy a bike. However, she 

isn’t given the money 

because of her 

unspeakable response. 

This film shows how girls 

don’t always get the 

opportunity to do things 

they want to do due to 

their gender.  

If that was you, how 

would you feel? 

Samuella Opoku-

Boateng & Sofia Baltova 

9S 

You may be aware that Relationship and Sex Education is becoming a statutory school subject. There is currently a 

period of consultation (closing on 12th February 2018)  with schools, young people and parents to determine the 

content of RSE. 

Consultation link for completion: 

http://consult.education.gov.uk/life-skills/pshe-rse-call-for-evidence/consultation/intro/ 

Ms R. Hickes  

Assistant Headteacher 

Film Review 

Relationship and Sex Education Consultation  

Attendance 
is an offence in law. 

Please help us to help 

your daughter by 

ensuring her attendance 

is high.  Please also call 

the school office to 

report the absence and 

remember to write a 

note which is signed and 

dated by you explaining 

what the absence was 

for e.g. a stomach bug, 

diarrhoea.  Please refrain 

from using unwell or ill as 

we need to be clear of 

what the illness is. This 

note must then be given 

to your daughter’s form 

tutor the day she returns 

to school.  You can also 

fill in a form that is given 

to your daughter by her 

form tutor; either of these 

is acceptable and helps 

us monitor student 

absence. An absence 

without a note is 

deemed ‘unauthorised’.  

Any student’s 

attendance that is 

causing a concern will 

be dealt with by the 

Head of Year and our 

school Education Welfare 

Officer (EWO), Heather 

O’Reilly. 

Please speak to Ms Tairi 

or your daughter’s Head 

of Year if you have any 

questions regarding this 

matter.   

Ms R Tairi 

Assistant Headteacher 

At Connaught School for 

Girls we expect all 

students to be in every 

day so that they can 

achieve to their full 

potential.  Attendance is 

key to success and here 

at Connaught our target 

is 96% or above. 

We realise that from time 

to time your daughter 

may be ill and that she 

will need to be at home 

to recover.  Please bear 

in mind, however, that 

ensuring your daughter’s 

attendance at school is 

your parent/carer 

responsibility and 

permitting absence from 

school that is not 

authorised by the school 

 “Attendance is 

key to success 

and here at 

Connaught our 

target is 96% or 

above.” 
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

To develop an idea for 

my final piece I 

investigated artist 

Charlotte Caron. I then 

interpreted her work in 

my own style as my 

four primary sources 

then I turned one of 

these four sources into 

a response. I liked the 

realism of the paintings 

and how they 

connected with the 

people's photographs. 

Alicia Witkiewicz 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

First Day back after Half-Term - Monday 19th February 2018 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 22nd February 2018 

Year 9 Time4Us Options Evening - Wednesday 28th February 2018 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 22nd March 2018 

Staff Training Day  - Wednesday 14th March 2018 (school closed) 

Spring Term Break  - Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 2018 

May Day Bank Holiday  - Monday 7th May 2018 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 26th April 2018 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 10th May 2018 

GCSE written exams start  - Monday 14th May 2018 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event  - to be confirmed 

Sports Day   - Friday 13th July 2018 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 20th July 2018 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

