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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

We have had a very enjoyable end to what has been a busy and challenging school 

year.  We have celebrated the end of school with our Year 11 students at an early 

evening leavers event and our School Celebration Evening. 

Sports day was a big success with many students participating.  I’m not so sure whether 

the students are happy about losing the relay to the teachers this year ! 

There have been many exciting visits this term from theatre, cinema, museums and 

many geography visits from Wanstead Park to Walton-on-the-Naze. 

At this time of year, we always say goodbye to some staff who are moving on. 

Ms Taylor has done a good job stepping into Ms Espinoza’s shoes in the English 

department.  

Ms Vayro who has worked tirelessly in the maths department since covering a maternity 

leave in January 2017.  Her experience and expertise will be sorely missed. 

It is with great sadness that we see Ms Tairi leave us as she has made a massive 

contribution to Connaught School over her eight years as Head of PE, Head of Year and 

for the last two years as Assistant Headteacher in charge of safeguarding and student 

behaviour.  She is energetic, pro-active, willing, supportive and highly skilled at her job. 

Ms Tairi and her family are moving to Sydney, Australia to be nearer her immediate 

family. 

I would like to thank all these people for the contributions they have made to your 

daughter’s education and wish them all the very best for a successful and happy future. 

I would like to conclude by thanking you for your continued 

support throughout the year.  I apologise once again for the 

disruption caused to your daughter’s education by Industrial 

Action especially to Year 7 and 8 parents who missed out on 

their annual parents evening this year.  I remind you that you 

are always welcome to contact us for any feedback 

regarding your daughter’s education. 

I hope you have an enjoyable summer break. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher 



The Library has been 

busy in the last term with 

a range of events, 

competitions, and 

announcements.  

Firstly, I'd like to 

congratulate the newly 

appointed Junior 

Librarian and Library 

Ambassadors.  

Aisha Ahmed 10F - Junior 

Librarian 

Library Ambassadors:  

Aaliah Hassan 10W, Sara 

Abbas 10C, Mariya 

Ashraf 9C, Tamanna 

Azmi 8C, Zaiba Pathan 

10C, Samuella Opoku-

Boateng 9S, Sofia Baltova 

9S, Asila Gul 10W, Aqsa 

Bhatti 10C, Sana Hussain 

10C, Leila Sule-Ali 8W, 

Maryam Waheed 9C. 

They have all been doing 

a fantastic job so far and 

have all been 

instrumental in the events 

over the last term. 

As a team, we organised 

our annual Half-Price 

book fair, which raised a 

whopping £620.50. That 

gave the Library a well-

earned £62 to spend on 

Scholastic Books. A big 

thank you goes out to all 

parents and students that 

supported the Library by 

spending money at the 

book fair. Our next half-

price book fair will be in 

the Autumn term, so 

those who did not 

manage to get a new 

pile of books for their 

home will have another 

chance! 

To promote the fair the 

Library Ambassadors ran 

competitions such as; 

around-the-school book 

hunt and a short story 

competition. The entries 

for the competition were 

of such a high standard 

that I could not choose 

just one! The winners for 

the short-story 

competition were Surobi 

Mohammed 8G, 

Delphine Liu 8G and 

Amina Imran 7C. They all 

won a £5 book voucher 

to spend at the book fair. 

On Tuesday 3rd July 

Connaught School were 

delighted to host the very 

popular author, Cathy 

Cassidy, and hear her 

speak about her newly 

published book, Sami's 

Silver Lining. She 

engaged the young 

crowd for an hour; 

speaking of her own 

childhood, the current 

refugee crisis that gave 

her motivation to act 

and write, and brought 

her work to life by 

reading aloud the first 

chapter of her new book. 

There was also a great 

incentive for the students 

themselves to raise 

money for the refugee 

crisis as Cathy offered her 

help to publicise any 

great efforts. The author 

then signed books and 

stickers and created 

many great personal 

memories for our 

students.  

This academic year has 

been a great success for 

the Library and I'm 

hoping to announce 

many more new 

initiatives come 

September.  

Ms J. Khanom 

LRC Manager 

Library News 

“On Tuesday 3rd July 

Connaught School 

were delighted to 

host the very popular 

author, Cathy 

Cassidy, and hear her 

speak about her 

newly published book, 

Sami's Silver Lining.”  
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On June 14th, the 

Languages department 

took 30 Year 9 students to 

the French Institute in 

South Kensington. The 

girls took part in a 

language workshop in 

the morning, led by a 

native French speaker, 

followed by a film 

screening after their 

lunch break.  Year 9 were 

an absolute credit to the 

school as they worked in 

groups during the 

morning activity. Some of 

our students are fluent in 

French and were 

enjoying assisting their 

groups as they were 

working on analysing the 

poster and trailer of a 

French film centered on 

the friendship of two 

young boys during WWII 

France. Additionally, year 

9 learnt more about 

French history and 

geography. The 

afternoon film showing 

was equally captivating 

and our students were 

moved by the story 

depicted in “Au Revoir 

Les Enfants”. The MFL 

department will be 

conducting more trips to 

the French Institute 

across all year groups 

next academic year. 

Mr Huber and Ms Noakes. 

MFL department 

Language activity and Film screening at the French Institute  

Oú est la gare?  
performance! The 

majority of the girls had 

learnt their lines from 

memory, an important 

skill in languages and all 

girls were confident with 

their acting skills. I 

thoroughly enjoyed 

watching them! Well 

done 7G!   

"It was a great 

experience and it gave 

us a chance to explore 

ideas on how to 

memorise for the GCSEs 

in the future. It was also 

extremely enjoyable and 

fun!"  - Arwa Ghorab 7G  

"I really enjoyed using the 

props! It made the role 

play more enjoyable. 

Learning the directions in 

preparation for our 

French trip was a great 

help!" - Aliye Asenova 7G  

Miss E. Noakes 

MFL department 

7G have recently been 

learning about how to 

ask for directions in 

French. This was really 

helpful for them in 

preparation for their day 

trip to France! A few 

weeks ago, they dressed 

up using the MFL props 

and presented a role 

play based on being lost 

and asking for directions. 

Some even had the 

opportunity to show 

other year 7 classes their 

“Some even 

had the 

opportunity to 

show other year 

7 classes their 

performance!”  
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On Monday 2nd July, a 

group of four Year 10 

students were selected 

to go to Forest School 

and take part in a variety 

of activities. The 

workshop lasted from 

9:00am to 4:00pm and 

we all worked hard 

together to make the 

most of the session. We 

completed a series of 

quizzes on politics which 

tested our knowledge on 

politics and we also had 

a passionate and fun 

debate against other 

schools. The aim of the 

day was to give us 

experience and useful 

skills like leadership and 

presenting. The main 

event was that we had 

to not only create our 

own campaign and 

political party, we had to 

also deliver speeches to 

other schools to promote 

ourselves. By the end of 

the day, we had 

produced a fantastic 

project and all of us 

gained something from it. 

Lastly, we would like to 

thank Mr. Silk for going 

with us and giving us this 

wonderful opportunity.  

Ayesha Undre 10W  

A group of girls in year 7 

and 8 have been busy at 

work this summer term. 

They have been clearing 

the raised beds and 

getting rid of some nasty 

weeds to start planting a 

selection of vegetables. 

So far a number of 

vegetables  are growing 

in the garden: tomatoes, 

courgettes, marrows, 

pumpkins, peas, beans, 

broad beans, beetroot, 

parsley, carrots, onions 

and sweet peppers.  

We are hoping to 

continue making this a 

fantastic edible garden 

so if you are interested 

come and join us. 

The keen gardeners in 

year 7 & 8 and Ms Ricon 

Forest School  

Gardening club  

“We are hoping 

to continue 

making this a 

fantastic edible 

garden so if you 

are interested 

come and join 

us.” 
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century fairy tale, 

combining physical and 

fantastical storytelling by 

the ensemble cast. 

After the play students 

were able to participate 

in a question and answer 

session with the actors 

who were faced with 

some excellent questions 

from the audience such 

as ‘What does it mean to 

you to be a woman?’ 

and ‘What experiences 

have helped to shape 

your life?’. It was a very 

entertaining morning and 

above all a great 

platform to start 

discussions about 

inequality and 

discrimination! 

On the 25th June 2018 

Year 9 & 10 students 

were treated to a 

viewing of Flock Theatre 

Ensemble’s debut play 

‘This Is A Blizzard’. The all-

female theatre company 

has devised the show 

under leadership of 

Connaught’s very own 

Head of Drama Ms 

Brothers, who is the 

company’s Artistic 

Director. 

The play is inspired by the 

global movements of 

#MeToo and #TimesUp. 

Driven by a passion to 

redress the gender 

imbalance in theatre, 

‘This Is a Blizzard’ is a 

playfully dark 21st 

Ms A. Jemal 

Drama department 

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge Certificate winners  

‘This Is A Blizzard’ visit 
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In February two of our Yr 

10 students were given 

the opportunity to 

participate in the 

National Saturday Club 

scheme run by Saturday 

Club Trust. 

The Trust run free 

Saturday clubs at local 

colleges, universities and 

museums. 

Mehak and Marta 

attended a Fashion and 

Business Saturday Club 

run at the University of 

Westminster. 

The club focused on 

exploring the practical 

skills necessary to design 

and make a t-shirt. 

Starting with illustration 

and print, they moved on 

to embroidery and 

embellishment, pattern 

cutting and sewing, 

drape and silhouette, 

deconstructing the 

garment and fashion 

history and theory. 

“The Saturday club has 

been an amazing 

experience to learn 

about different 

techniques and skills in 

textiles. I loved it 

because I got to meet 

new people and learn 

about how the fashion 

industry works. This 

experience has led me to 

find out the path which I 

want to take after my 

GCSE’s.” 

Mehak Khan 10S 

“The Saturday Club has 

enabled me to learn 

more about the fashion 

industry and allowed me 

to gain experience of 

new techniques and skills 

in textiles. I was able to 

meet and work with such 

talented people and 

learn from them. I 

enjoyed the experience 

and would love to have 

the opportunity to do it 

again.” 

Marta Ribeiro 10S 

creates suspense in the 

story. 

It motivates people to 

help others as the boy 

also helps Marcel, he is 

kind in return.  The lesson 

it teaches is that if you 

help others you always 

get something in return. 

The film is French so 

reading the subtitles and 

For Refugee Week, we 

watched, in Film Club, 

the film, ‘Le Havre’.  The 

film has a good storyline 

– it is about a man, 

Marcel, helping a young 

refugee coming to 

France – it has a happy 

ending.  The police/

authorities try to make 

sure that the boy is found 

and deported and this 

listening to the dialogue 

meant we could 

recognise and pick out 

specific connectives like, 

‘parce que’, ‘mais’ and 

the phrase ‘Je pense 

que…’ was used a lot. 

Zakiyah Basharat, Isha 

Hussain, Izza Sajjad, 

Nabhia Asim, Sofia 

Baltova (KS3 Film Club) 

National Saturday Club Scheme (Textiles) 

Le Havre – a film review 

“I loved it 

because I got 

to meet new 

people and 

learn about 

how the fashion 

industry works.”  
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On Tuesday 3rd July the 

Yr 11 textiles students 

displayed their work in a 

Fashion show organised 

by Mrs Horsley. There was 

a selection of outfits and 

accessories, showcasing 

the great work the Yr 11 

pupils had made for their 

assessed exam pieces. 

The standard of work and 

creativity shown was a 

credit to the girls and the 

department. The whole 

school were able to 

watch the Fashion Show 

at two separate 

performances.   

“On Tuesday I took part 

in the fashion show, 

modelling a backpack. It 

was my first time doing it 

and it was hard work but 

really fun. I enjoyed 

working with everyone, 

especially the year 11s 

and Mrs Horsley. I also 

enjoyed the part where 

we did rehearsals. As the 

syllabus has changed for 

Textiles GCSE I am sad I 

may not be able to do 

this again and make my 

own clothing to model, 

but apart from that this 

was the best fashion 

show ever!” 

Jama-Bella Prom 10W 

In the Fashion show I saw 

many designs. Each outfit 

was designed carefully 

with detail showing that 

they did their research. 

Each was unique in their 

own way, like the see 

through dress, showing a 

crop top and shorts. Also 

people experimented 

with different materials. 

There was one dress 

which really wowed me, 

it had fairy lights which 

could be turned on. 

Each student’s design 

had a unique style 

showing their fashion 

sense. 

Hafsa Noor 7F 

My first ever fashion show 

in Connaught school was 

sublime. The dresses and 

cushions looked fabulous, 

like something I would 

see in a popular shop. I 

was truly inspired by the 

lovely work and I am sure 

many more people who 

were watching also 

loved every piece of it. I 

wanted to drift off and 

wear one of the 

glamourous dresses! All in 

all it was a sublime 

experience and I would 

want to see another 

fashion show hopefully 

again next year. 

Katy Huang 7F 

Fashion show  
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Y8 River Trip to 

Wanstead Park  

In June this year the Y8s 

had the chance to 

practise their fieldwork 

skills on a meander in 

Wanstead Park. The new 

Geography GCSE places 

much more emphasis on 

the importance of 

fieldwork and expects 

students to have a solid 

grasp of how to collect 

data. To prepare them 

for this we have worked 

hard this year to create 

opportunities for classes 

to get out and try 

different fieldwork 

techniques. Each form 

group spent half a day 

on the visit. We travelled 

to Wanstead via the 

central line before 

walking into Wanstead 

Park. For many of the girls 

this was the first time they 

had visited the area and 

they couldn’t believe 

how close they live to the 

forest. Once we arrived 

in the park we walked to 

a meander where the 

students were to 

complete their tests. 

Wellies were crucial so 

that we could actually 

carry out the surveys and 

as the week was very 

warm the students loved 

being able to get in to 

the river. While we were 

there they were able to 

complete a field sketch, 

a cross section, flow tests 

and test pebble 

characteristics. The girls 

were brilliant, they 

worked well in teams and 

most have produced 

some excellent written 

reports based on their 

results. As you can see 

from the photos they had 

a great time!  

Ms S. Quinn 

Head of Geography 

defences such as sea 

walls and wooden 

groynes. This links to what 

we’ve been learning in 

lessons and allowed us to 

apply our understanding 

of the topic to our visit. 

Over the day we worked 

in small groups to collect 

data in a booklet. One 

task was the beach 

profile which we 

Y10 Visit to Walton 

on the Naze  

At the end of June the 

Y10 Geography groups 

visited Walton on the 

Naze. Walton is close to 

Clacton on Sea so we 

travelled by coach, 

arriving at the site at 

around 11am. This gave 

us some time for a quick 

break where most of us 

bought ice creams or 

other refreshments. 

Shortly afterwards we set 

off to the Crag Walk, a 

large coastal defence at 

the base of the cliffs in 

Walton. The purpose of 

the trip was to evaluate 

beach and coastal 

measured using survey 

poles and tape measures 

to calculate the slope of 

the beach. This allowed 

us to compare how sand 

was distributed along the 

beach. We also 

completed other 

investigations including 

the current test (where 

we threw oranges into 

the sea and measured 

Geography trips 

“For many of the 

girls this was the 

first time they had 

visited the area 

and they couldn’t 

believe how close 

they live to the 

forest.” 
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how far they travelled), 

sediment characteristics, 

bipolar surveys to 

compare defence 

methods and groyne 

height surveys. Overall I 

thoroughly enjoyed the 

trip. There was academic 

and leisure time on the 

beach and our tasks 

were linked well to our 

developing knowledge. 

We collected mounds of 

data which have been 

interpreted and critically 

analysed in follow up 

Geography lessons. 

Overall the trip was a 

great success.  

Raabia Saleem 10A  

My experience with 

Youth Travel 

Ambassadors has been 

great as you get to meet 

many different people. It 

was a great way to build 

up your confidence and 

presenting skills which 

were key themes 

throughout our 

campaign. We were also 

very lucky to be able to 

visit the Transport for 

London museum on 

many occasions and 

Transport for London 

museum  

In order to promote our 

campaign, we decided 

to create a walking 

competition where 

students could measure 

how many steps they 

take a day using the 

pacer app. The prize was 

a £30 JD Sports voucher 

for 1st place and a £20 

JD Sports voucher for 

2nd. The competition 

began on the 2nd July 

and ended on the 9th. 

We had some very 

keen walkers who were 

eager to get their 

chance to win the 

prize. We had over 15 

members signed up 

from a range of 

different year groups. 

Overall it was a fun 

filled week, that 

definitely got those legs 

working. 

meet other YTA 

representatives. We 

presented our campaign 

to TFL leaders and were 

given great feedback as 

well as £250 to fund our 

campaign. We intend to 

carry on our campaign 

next year and will be 

looking for some current 

year 8 students to get 

involved. 

Alisa Mehmood 9W 

Geography trips continued 

“We had some 

very keen 

walkers who 

were eager to 

get their 

chance to win 

the prize.”  
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A party of year 10 GCSE 

art students visited the 

V&A museum recently. 

The primary objective 

was to help them 

generate ideas for their 

next piece of coursework 

through studying and 

sketching some of the 

fascinating objects in the 

collection. Organising a 

trip out involves a lot of 

extra work for all the 

teachers concerned but 

we were pleased and 

proud of the girls work 

and behaviour which 

made it all worthwhile. 

Many said they would 

love to go back to visit 

again with friends or 

family. 

Ms G. Wensley 

Art department 

The V&A museum holds 

many significant 

artefacts that interested 

us all. We visited different 

exhibitions such as the 

Japan gallery which 

included many 

decorative vases and 

samurai swords which 

hold a very strong 

meaning to Japan in the 

world now. We also 

entered the Islamic 

Middle East gallery with 

bright faces as we 

encountered the huge 

Ardabil carpet, the 

world’s oldest, at nearly 

500 years old. As well as 

that we also visited the 

theatre and 

performance room and 

the sculpture and casts 

room. 

There were many nice 

people around who 

appreciated how 

engaged Connaught 

girls were with the 

different styles of art as 

we were sketching in 

different parts of the 

gallery. There were also 

some artists who were 

drawing such beautiful 

pictures with passion and 

this inspired us a lot, as it 

is very difficult to stay in a 

room looking at a 

sculpture for a long time 

just to do a drawing to 

the best of your ability. 

Overall, we found this 

experience really helpful 

for our coursework and 

this has also inspired us to 

try hard and be patient 

because great things 

come out of patience. 

Extra quotes: 

“Patience is bitter but it’s 

fruit is sweet” 

Prionti Das 10s 

down too soon. Huge 

congratulations should 

go to the students for all 

the hard work and 

dedication which 

Our end of year 

exhibition of GCSE 

students work from the 

Art and Textiles 

department was highly 

praised by all who visited. 

Visitors were really 

impressed with the 

amazing variety of media 

used and the originality 

of the students responses. 

One visitor declared that 

it was more impressive 

than a recent art college 

show she had visited! The 

only disappointment was 

that it all had to be taken 

hopefully will be 

rewarded on results day.  

Mr C. Hamilton 

Head of Art 

Victoria and Albert museum trip 

End of year Exhibition 

“Many said they 

would love to 

go back to visit 

again with 

friends or 

family.” 
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Last Day of Term   - Friday 20th July 2018 

(school closes at 12pm for Years 9 & 10 and at 1pm for Years  7 & 8)  

Staff Training Day 1  - Monday 3rd  September 2018 

Students start 2018-2019  - Tuesday 4th  September 2018 

     08:20 - Year 7 arrive to school 

     09:20 - Years 8 to 11 arrive to school 

     11:00 - Normal lessons begin after break 

     15:20 - End of school day 

Open Evening   - Thursday 4th October 2018 

Staff Training Day 2  - Friday 5th October 2018 

Half Term Holiday  - Monday 22nd - Friday 26th October 2018 

Final Day of Autumn Term - Friday 21st  December 2018 

First Day of Spring Term  - Monday 7th January 2019 

Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

“Digital drawings of the 

Dolan Twins using the 

app Adobe Sketch. They 

are inspired by the 

famous digital 

artist  Aaron Campbell. 

Mostly because of the 

atmosphere it had like 

purple, grey and green. 

Also the way he used the 

drawings to tell a story 

from them” 

Eda Kocheva Year 8 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 
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