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 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to thank everyone who has supported the school during this 

difficult half term. 

Despite being partially closed for 8 strike days, there have still been many 

exciting activities for the students to be involved in. I am most grateful to 

the staff who accompanied the residential weekend/holiday visits to 

France, Swanage and the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.  Sporting events 

and student involvement in competitive sport continues to thrive as well as 

community events such as Transport for London Ambassadors and Citizens 

UK. 

However, the Governors and myself want to apologise for the disruption to 

your daughter’s education.  I am currently working with the Local Authority 

(London Borough of Waltham Forest) to try and bring this dispute to an end. 

At this present time, there is no notice from the National Education Union 

(NEU) to take further strike action.  If strike action is called in the final half 

term I will call another meeting for parents to give you another opportunity 

to hear the position of the school and to ask questions. 

I hope that everyone has a restful half term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher. 



On Friday 27th April, a 

group of Year 10 students 

took part in a two-hour 

cross-curricular French 

drama workshop. The 

workshop was led by the 

Art Fabric Company, a 

French theatre company 

based in London. During 

those two hours, the 

students were introduced 

to the art of 

“improvisation”, a 

humoristic genre of 

theatre very popular in 

France. This allowed the 

group to practice their 

drama skills whilst using 

their knowledge of 

French ( one word that 

was used a lot was 

“bonjour”… J ). 

The workshop was very 

successful and the girls 

had a brilliant time. As a 

result, we are hoping to 

run similar workshops 

again in the future. 

Au revoir! 

Monsieur Huber 

Head of year 9 / Head of 

MFL  

costumes, interacting 

with the audience and 

including music and 

modern dancing.  The 

plot kept the audience 

on edge with Hero’s 

‘death’ and deceptive 

characters, plotting to 

break up relationships.  

The play was fast paced 

which added to some of 

the confusing parts of the 

play. 

We had seats – which we 

appreciated – however, 

standing would have 

meant that we would 

Year 9 went to the Globe 

theatre to watch the 

Shakespearean play, 

‘Much Ado About 

Nothing’.  Even though it 

is not one of 

Shakespeare’s most 

famous plays, it’s still one 

to remember.  The play is 

a comedy about lots of 

characters who fall in 

love against all the 

obstacles they face. 

The production was well 

thought through: the 

actors were intriguing 

with their many modern 

have felt more part of 

the play, with actors 

coming off stage and 

walking through the 

audience. ‘Much Ado 

About Nothing’ was a 

great experience which 

we thoroughly enjoyed 

and would love to see 

again. 

Alisa Mehmood 9W 

French drama workshop / Atelier théâtre français. 

Year 9’s epic experience at the Globe theatre 

“The workshop 

was very 

successful and 

the girls had a 

brilliant time.”  
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Wednesday 2nd May 

2018… The day Year 7 

form groups went head 

to head in a variety of 

different games and 

challenges such as 

benchball, touchdown 

netball, scattergories, 

silent ball and OAA. The 

day started with a whole 

year group 45 minute 

Aerobic warm-up, which 

was quite a challenge for 

some!! 

The form groups battled it 

out to get maximum 

points for each game, 

trying to win the title of 

inter-form champions. 

Although it rained, this 

did not deter the 

determination, 

motivation and 

enthusiasm from all the 

students.  

I was incredibly proud of 

the year group for their 

support and 

encouragement of each 

other and equally for 

members who were not 

in their forms. This was a 

very successful and 

enjoyable day and 

hopefully this can be 

repeated in the future. 

1st   7W   52 Points 

2nd  7F    48 Points 

3rd  7C    46 Points 

Year 7 were a credit to 

themselves - well done 

girls.  

Ms S. Diamond 

Head of Year 7 

a published author about 

medicine in war. The 

exhibits and the talk were 

fascinating. Amongst 

many other artefacts, 

students found out about 

On the 17th May, Ms 

Hickes’ year 10 history 

group visited an 

exhibition at the Science 

Museum about medical 

advances on the 

Western Front during the 

First World War. We were 

very fortunate to be 

guided round the 

exhibition by it’s curator, 

Dr. Emily Meyhew who is 

a historian in residence at 

the Imperial College and 

the Thomas Splint 

developed for femeral 

fractures and saw a 

stretcher used on the first 

day of the Battle of the 

Somme.  Ms R. Hickes 

Year 7 Inter-Form Competition 

Exhibition at the Science Museum  

“Although it 

rained, this did 

not deter the 

determination, 

motivation and 

enthusiasm from 

all the students.”  
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A month ago, three of us 

were given the 

opportunity to visit the 

BBC headquarters with 

Ms Burton who runs BBC 

School Report at 

Connaught. It’s an 

initiative set up by the 

BBC to engage young 

people with news. We 

had been invited to take 

part in a live video link up 

with three teenage girls 

being educated in a 

displacement camp in 

Iraq. The event was 

taking place as part of a 

week-long series of 

broadcasts by the BBC 

called ‘Crossing Divides’.  

Ourselves and the Iraqi 

teenagers were the only 

young people to take 

part in the series so it felt 

like a real honor to be 

involved! Our 

conversation was 

recorded for the BBC 

World Service radio 

broadcast and 

afterwards, we were 

interviewed live on 

camera by BBC Arabic 

about our conversation 

with the teenage 

refugees. 

It was really interesting to 

hear how the girls’ lives 

are so different to ours 

but see that they, like us, 

loved using the internet, 

listening to music and 

eating good food! It 

made us appreciate our 

own lives –where our 

education is something 

we take for granted. For 

these girls, going to 

school is some of the only 

normality they 

experience. We also 

found out that life for 

their teacher was difficult 

too; when she was 

skyping with Ms Burton, 

she said that she had 

received death threats 

for teaching in the 

camp as there is 

real opposition to 

women going to 

work in their 

country from some 

groups. 

One of the funniest 

parts of our visit was 

the pop up 

recording studio 

that our skype call 

took place in. It 

was very 

noticeable as it 

looked like a giant cube 

covered in a big gold 

quilt! Inside the gold 

‘cube’ was a huge 

screen where we could 

see our fellow 

interviewees and chat to 

them through our 

headphones. 

Overall the experience 

was enlightening as not 

only did we share 

experiences with the Iraqi 

girls, we also explored 

the rest of the famous 

BBC and saw the famous 

Dr Who telephone box as 

well as a dalek! We also 

saw ‘the pit’  which is the 

desks and chairs you see  

in the background of the 

BBC news. It’s the bottom 

floor of the tall BBC 

building and you can see 

it from all the other floors- 

which is the reason it is 

aptly named ‘the pit’. It 

was interesting to visit the 

world famous BBC and a 

great experience being 

part of live News 

broadcasting.  Thanks 

again to Ms Burton for 

arranging this 

opportunity! 

Aribah, Evie and Annisis 

BBC school report trip 
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Forty-five students from 

years 8, 9 and 10 and five 

staff spent a wonderful 

four days and three 

nights immersing 

themselves in French life 

over the 2018 Easter 

weekend. Using the 

excellent 'Le Manoir' 

building at Chateau 

d'Ebblinghem just outside 

St. Omer as their base, 

the Connaught party 

enjoyed visiting typical 

and medieval French 

towns, learning 

traditional methods of 

food production and 

tasting famous French 

foods whilst, all along, 

practising their French 

translation and speaking 

skills. 

The group arrived in 

France after travelling 

across the English 

Channel by ferry on 

Thursday 29th March 

2018. The groups soon 

settled in and began 

their 'taste of France' 

straight away with a 

wonderful dinner 

followed by tasting 

Camembert, Roquefort 

and goats’ cheeses. They 

weren't to everyone's 

taste but everyone tried 

them. The 

accommodation was self

-contained, warm and 

very comfortable. The 

games room was very 

popular, as was just 

spending time in the 

evening relaxing with 

friends. 

On Friday 30th March, 

the party visited an 

amazing traditional 

bakery - Boulangerie 

Escoeuilles, just outside 

Boulogne-sur-Mer. The 

baker spoke to the girls in 

French and they were 

very quick to translate 

and answer him 

whenever he questioned 

them. The group learnt 

the traditional dough 

mixes and temperatures 

required to make 

hundreds of loaves and 

pastries every day. They 

also learnt that these 

artisanal methods require 

the baker to start work at 

2am! After a super town 

trail of the ancient walled 

town of Boulogne and its 

fascinating church, the 

group returned to base 

for another hearty French 

meal and crepe making. 

There were no 

complaints about eating 

these wonderful 

traditional French 

pancakes. 

On Saturday 31st March, 

the Connaught group 

spent two hours exploring 

the large open weekly 

market at St. Omer. The 

students were able to 

buy presents, snacks and 

even cosmetics. Others 

took time out to order a 

hot chocolate drink at a 

traditional cafe. The St. 

Omer town trail was 

fascinating and showed 

it to be a modern, vibrant 

town with an amazing 

cathedral. The group 

really enjoyed the Gothic 

architecture everywhere 

they looked inside the 

cathedral. The final stop 

of the day was to the 

snail farm - L'Escargotiere 

du Choquel. Here the 

party learnt how the 

farmer looked after his 

snails and everyone had 

a chance to 

hold one of 

them. After 

the very 

informative 

talk the group 

tried eating 

cooked snails 

in three 

different 

sauces. and 

they were all 

eaten!      

After the final 

evening meal 

Cultural Residential Visit to St. Omer, France 
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the students and staff 

enjoyed a disco 

together. 

On the final day of the 

visit on Sunday 1st April 

(after being taken in by 

an April fool's joke to give 

all students a 50-minute 

formal assessment!) the 

group said a fond 

farewell to the Chateaux 

staff after a lovely 

traditional French 

breakfast. The final 

French cultural 

experience was to learn 

about traditional 

chocolate making at P & 

J Chocolatier just outside 

Calais. The students 

completed a quiz about 

the traditional methods 

used and decorated 

their own bar of 

chocolate to take home. 

After a safe ferry crossing, 

the group arrived back in 

Leytonstone to make 

their way home. 

This French experience is 

one that everyone who 

attended will remember 

fondly for many years to 

come. 

Mr G. Cross 

Deputy Headteacher 



Y9 TfL Ambassadors  

Just before the Easter 

break our Y9 TfL Travel 

Ambassadors attended a 

Dragons Den activity at 

the Transport Museum in 

Covent Garden.  During 

the event they gave a 

presentation on their 

planned activities to a 

series of TfL executives 

and local councillors. 

They explained that 

according to their 

surveys earlier this year, 

the biggest transport 

related issues at 

Connaught are anti 

social behaviour on 

buses and overcrowding 

on buses due to students 

using the bus for very 

short journeys. They were 

brilliant and were 

complimented on how 

well thought through their 

plans are as well as how 

well they explained 

them. As a result of their 

great presentation they 

were awarded £250 to 

cover the cost of the 

campaign. The 

campaign is going to 

start in the next few 

weeks with a Drama 

activity in KS3 before 

continuing next half term.  

Geography Events 

girls have shown as well 

as the creative ways that 

they have presented 

their designs. One design, 

by Monika and Rawen in 

9C is a fridge as they 

have explained below. 

“It was quite a hard task 

but very fun.  We kept 

changing our end 

product for weeks just to 

make sure it was 

perfect.  It took us three 

weeks to think of it but 

we started making it two 

days before it was due, 

two days!! 

Our final invention was a 

fridge with a tablet 

attached to it which links 

to an app on your 

phone.  You can scan 

any food product with 

the tablet as you put it 

into the fridge or the 

app. The contents of your 

fridge are stored in the 

app so you can use it to 

check the contents of 

your fridge, when they 

expire and the price of 

goods.  It can then be 

used to help you plan 

your meals, create 

shopping and reduce 

food waste.” 

Y9 Sustainable 

Inventions  

Following last term’s visit 

to the Crystal Museum in 

Canning Town, Y9 

students were asked to 

create an invention that 

they felt would help 

humans to live more 

sustainably.  We have 

been amazed at the 

level of ingenuity and 

inventiveness that the 

 “We kept 

changing our 

end product for 

weeks just to 

make sure it 

was perfect.”   
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Y10 East Village 

Fieldwork  

The Geography GCSE 

requires all students to 

plan, carry out and write 

up two fieldwork 

experiences.  At the start 

of May the Y10 

Geographers carried out 

the first of their visits. Over 

two days they all visited 

the Olympic Park in 

Stratford to investigate 

how sustainable the area 

is.  They decided to look 

at the transport 

infrastructure in the area 

and the way that risks 

have been minimised 

through design. 

“We carried out traffic 

surveys to work out the 

pedestrian and traffic 

flow.” 

Tahmima & Muqadas  

“We went to 6 different 

sites in East Village and 

looked at risk mitigation 

(like bollards and 

pedestrian crossings) and 

completed 

questionnaires to see 

how safe the area is and 

how safe people feel 

when they are there.” 

Hera, Bektu & Sanda  

“It was wet and cold but 

I really enjoyed it.”  

 The two groups had very 

different experiences 

due to the weather, the 

first group were able to 

work in glorious sunshine 

while the second group 

finished the day copying 

up their data in Westfield 

to avoid the torrential 

rain! Despite the weather 

both groups were 

brilliantly well behaved 

and represented the 

school superbly. 

The girls have spent their 

lessons since the visit 

analysing their 

information to draw 

conclusions. They have 

worked incredibly well as 

whole class groups to 

share ideas and data so 

that everyone can 

reliably answer the 

overall tasks.  The way 

that the students have 

organised themselves to 

ensure that everyone 

gets as much as possible 

from the experience has 

been really impressive. 

Y10 students went on 

their GCSE Geography 

field trip to Dorset.  We 

went for two nights and 

three days and had an 

Y10 Geographers 

Chilly Weekend in 

Swanage  

On April 27th a group of 

amazing experience. 

Scott was our great tour 

guide who helped us to 

compete fieldwork to 

help prepare for the 

Geography Events continued 

“It was wet and 

cold but I really 

enjoyed it.”  
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fieldwork exam that we 

will sit next summer. 

Despite heavy rain and 

freezing temperatures on 

the first day we were still 

able to see beautiful 

landmarks like Durdle 

Door, a huge cliff arch, 

from there the girls 

walked down into 

Lulworth to the start of 

the Jurassic Coast World 

Heritage site.  There were 

lots of smiles all round, 

particularly when we 

made it back to the 

centre and found hot 

chocolate waiting for us. 

On Saturday we started 

up at Peveril Point 

overlooking Swanage 

Bay before walking down 

into Swanage where we 

spent the day on the 

beach learning fieldwork 

techniques, carrying out 

data collection and 

snacking!  We also had 

some free time to explore 

the town. 

On Sunday we were up 

and packed by 8.30am 

then caught the bus to 

Studland where we 

compared coastal 

defences at Swanage 

with the ones at 

Studland.  There was time 

at the end of the walk 

along the beach to 

warm up in the café 

before catching the 

(very late) bus back to 

Swanage. 

It was a great 

opportunity for us to learn 

a lot and will help us with 

our GCSE exam next 

summer.  We would like 

to thank Miss Quinn & 

Miss Hebblewhite for 

coming along with us 

and making it a 

memorable experience. 

Miss Quinn & Miss 

Hebblewhite would like 

to thank the students for 

being absolutely brilliant 

and not complaining 

about the horrible 

weather once all 

weekend!! 

Tahia, Zahrah & Ayesha 

10W  

 

school.  The students 

were split into groups of 5 

to collect information 

about the variations in 

climate around the 

school. They used a 

variety of methods to 

collect the data before 

deciding which area 

Y7 Fieldwork  

In early May the whole of 

Y7 were given their first 

taste of Geography 

fieldwork when they took 

part in a full morning of 

data collection and 

analysis around the 

they felt would be the 

best to locate a new 

bench in.  Once they 

had decided this they 

had to design the bench 

to make it as sustainable 

as possible and select 

plants to put around it 

that suited the climate. 

Geography Events continued 

“It was a great 

opportunity for 

us to learn a lot 

and will help us 

with our GCSE 

exam next 

summer.”  
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The students were 

absolutely brilliant, they 

worked really well in 

groups to complete all 

the tasks, one group 

(shown right) in particular 

was so efficient that they 

were able to visit every 

one of the 9 sites in 

record time.  

The students are 

completing their data 

presentation and write 

ups in Geography lessons 

and have been full of 

great ideas and 

enthusiasm.  The 

deadline for their final 

designs is looming and 

the winners will be 

announced at the end of 

this half term.  

Ms S. Quinn 

Head of Geography 

Talia, Hafsa, Esha, Zainab  

events. From this Otse has 

been recognised for her 

outstanding time of 12.2 

seconds in the 100m 

sprint and been selected 

to represent the county 

at the June meet at 

Melbourne Park, 

Chelmsford. Well done 

and goodluck Otse!!  

Otse Ogumah 

selected for the 

County Athletics 

team to compete 

next month!  

Connaught has been 

attending weekly 

borough athletics meets 

at the Waltham Forest 

Feel Good Centre. We 

have had a wide range 

of students from year 7 to 

11 attending these 

Geography Events continued 

P.E. Events 

DofE  
walk for a minimum of 6 

hours a day with their 

packs, navigate their 

way through bushland 

using a map and 

compass, set up tents 

and cook everything at 

the campsite. Well done 

to everyone who has 

taken on the challenge, 

your attitude to the task 

has been 

inspiring. 

Keep it up for 

a successful 

Qualifying 

expedition in 

Epping Forest!  

Ms E. 

Hebblewhite 

Head of P.E. 

21 year 9 students have 

undertaken their practice 

expedition in Cheshunt 

on the 4-5th of May. 

Everyone managed to 

successfully complete 

the two days where they 

are required to: carry 

their tent, cookers, food 

and clothes that they 

need over the two days, 
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NJIRC 2018  

Early this year we had 20 

girls compete in the 

annual National Indoor 

Rowing Championships 

held at Lee Valley 

Athletics Centre. This was 

the culmination of many 

lunchtimes spent on our 

rowing machines in the 

gym with a London Youth 

Rowing coach. The girls 

performed really well, 

although, it was the 

attitudes of support and 

determination on the 

day that were most 

credible.  

three different schools. 

The second was part of 

the NatWest Cricket 

Force day held at Ilford 

cricket club. The girls 

played modified outdoor 

games against one 

school group and a 

Year 8 Cricket team 

The year 8 cricket team 

have been involved in 

two different days of 

competition. The first was 

at Robert Clack Leisure 

Centre where we played 

indoor matches against 

‘Mums team’ from the 

cricket club. At both 

events the girls 

performed really well with 

outstanding 

sportsmanship.  

Ms E. Hebblewhite 

Head of P.E. 

P.E. Events continued 

offered us a dance 

teacher to teach the girls 

two choreographed 

dances over the last 6 

months. The group were 

then lucky enough to 

perform their latest 

routine in the Pineapple 

Studios Community 

Schools Roadshow. The 

girls did incredibley well 

and all of the hard work 

and dedication to the 

programme was obvious. 

Part of this routine was 

posted on the schools 

instagram account 

(Connaught School).  

Connaught Girls hip 

hop group 

performed at 

Pineapple Studios!  

We were selected to be 

involved in a hip hop 

programme which 
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At Connaught School for 

Girls we expect all 

students to be in every 

day so that they can 

achieve to their full 

potential.  Attendance is 

key to success and here 

at Connaught our target 

is 96% or above. 

We realise that from time 

to time your daughter 

may be ill and that she 

will need to be at home 

to recover.  Please bear 

in mind, however, that 

ensuring your daughter’s 

attendance at school is 

your parent/carer 

responsibility and 

permitting absence from 

school that is not 

authorised by the school 

is an offence in law. 

Please help us to help 

your daughter by 

ensuring her attendance 

is high.  Please also call 

the school office to 

report the absence and 

remember to write a 

note which is signed and 

dated by you explaining 

what the absence was 

for e.g. stomach bug, 

diarrhoea.  Please refrain 

from using unwell or ill as 

we need to be clear of 

what the illness is. This 

note must then be given 

to your daughter’s form 

tutor the day she returns 

to school. You can also 

fill in a form that is given 

to your daughter by her 

form tutor; either of these 

is acceptable and helps 

us monitor student 

absence.  An absence 

without a note is 

deemed ‘unauthorised’. 

Any student’s 

attendance that is 

causing a concern will 

be dealt with by the 

Head of Year and our 

school Education Welfare 

Officer (EWO), Heather 

O’Reilly. 

Please speak to Ms Tairi 

or your daughter’s Head 

of Year if you have any 

questions regarding this 

matter.   

Rowe come in and talk 

to the students about 

knife crime and anti-

social behaviour.  This 

was a great opportunity 

for Jess to explain the law 

in simple terms as well as 

giving the students a 

chance to ask questions 

and gain a better 

understanding of how 

the law works.  Jess has 

done drop in sessions in 

school before and if 

needed she is available 

for any student or parent 

to talk to. 

If you are at all 

Last term I wrote about 

online safety and 

sexting.  This is a problem 

among teenagers and 

having open 

communication and 

monitoring what your 

daughter is doing online 

is always key in 

maintaining good 

boundaries and keeping 

her safe.  Please discuss 

this with your daughter 

and encourage 

responsible use on online 

platforms. 

We recently had our 

School Police Officer Jess 

concerned about any of 

the above, please make 

an appointment to come 

and speak to me.   

Ms Tairi 

Assistant Headteacher 

Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

Attendance  

Safeguarding  
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

On the 17th of March a 

group of Year 8 students 

were privileged to attend 

a masterclass in 

leadership delivered by 

Dr Connson C. Locke, 

professor at the 

Department of 

Management, London 

School of Economics and 

Political Science. Dr 

Locke shared her 

expertise about 

leadership, power and 

influence and 

encouraged our students 

to challenge gender 

leadership stereotypes. 

The visit was part of the 

Inspire enrichment 

programme; which has 

included workshops on 

teamwork and 

communication, health 

and wellbeing and STEM 

careers. 

Ms R. Hickes 

Assistant Headteacher 

Inspired at the LSE  

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday  - Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June 2018 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event   - Tuesday 26th June 2018  

Celebration Evening   - Thursday 12th July 2018 

Sports Day    - Friday 13th July 2018 

‘Connaught Goes Out’ Visits Day  - Wednesday 18th July 2018 

Last School Day of the Year  - Friday 20th July 2018 

      - Years 9 & 10 depart at 12pm 

      - Years 7 & 8  depart at 1pm 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/



