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 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

A very warm welcome to our first newsletter of this academic year.  We have had a very 

good start to the year.  Our 2017 GCSE results show that once again our students made 

excellent progress.  We expect our progress score of +0.48 to rise above +0.50 after late results 

are included and place us in the top 5% of all schools nationally, once again.  

Already this academic year we have had numerous visits and extra-curricular activities which 

you can read about in this edition. Last week we were visited by TV presenter and 

broadcaster, June Sarpong, who was a student at Connaught between 1988 and 1993. 

June’s new book ‘Diversify: Six Degrees of Integration’ is being launched this week and she is 

making a film for the BBC about social mobility and therefore returned to her school to do 

some of the filming! June promised to return very soon to talk to the girls about overcoming 

barriers and having high expectation of themselves.  Her book sounds very interesting and I 

hope it is a huge success. 

It was a great pleasure to meet all of our new Year 7 parents at the recent parent’s evening.  I 

am very impressed at how quickly the girls have settled into their new school and I look 

forward to working with you on this five year journey of your daughter’s secondary education. 

I also look forward to more parent/carers joining in the good work of our recently formed PTA.  

Last year around £3000 was raised for the school and the committee are very keen to 

increase this amount this year. The next PTA meeting will be between 6.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m. on 

Tuesday 7th November and all new members will be very welcome. 

Bringing your daughter to school by car 

If you are driving and dropping your daughter off each morning, can I please ask that you do 

not stop on the zigzag lines in front of the school. Please go past the 

lines, drop your daughter off and then drive to the end of the road 

to turn around. Completing a 3 point turn in the middle of the road 

is causing chaos which is becoming problematic. Both Dyers Hall 

Road and Connaught Road have space at the end of the street to 

turn around so please do so there. Alternatively, you can park on 

Grove Green Road and bring your daughter in as the parking 

restrictions do not start until 10am. Please help us keep the flow of 

traffic moving by following this simple system and ensuring the 

safety of our students. 

I wish everyone an enjoyable half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher. 



Last school year, the Year 

10 (now Yr11) Textiles 

students started a project 

aiming to send their 

finished products to the 

‘Dress a Girl Around the 

World’ charity with the 

intent to provide every 

girl in every country with 

at least one new dress 

through charitable 

donations from schools 

and communities like 

ours. The charity ‘Dress a 

Girl Around the World’ 

has been active since 

2009 when their founder, 

Rachel Eggum Cinader, 

was given the idea to 

‘make a difference in the 

lives of women’ and 

started to think ‘What 

project can we do with 

the women in the 

tailoring program?’ This is 

when she thought of the 

principal that ‘every girl 

deserves at least one 

new dress’. Today the 

charity is responsible for 

over 300,000 dresses 

being sent to 81 countries 

with ambassadors all 

over the world.                

In our class we were 

given the choice to 

make the dress for 

charity or to give our 

finished product to a 

relative or friend. Those 

who chose to make the 

dress for charity were 

given the constraints for 

making the dress and the 

size we should aim to 

make for. We then had a 

range of materials to 

choose from and then all 

we really had to do was 

start making.                                   

All in all, all of the textile 

students were very proud 

of their final products 

which were displayed 

during last year’s 

Celebration Evening. We 

are all glad that our 

dresses will go to a good 

cause and enjoyed 

making them. We also 

hope that the girls who 

receive the dresses, 

wherever they are,  like 

them. 

If you are interested in 

making a dress please 

visit the ‘Dress a Girl 

around the World’ 

website for instructions: 

http://

www.dressagirlaroundthe

world.com 

Mekada Adams 11W 

Officers will make 

contact with the school 

the very next morning 

and communicate 

relevant and necessary 

information to nominated 

and trained school staff.  

These staff are also 

known as ‘key adults’.  

The key adults here are 

Ms Tairi who is also the 

Designated 

Safeguarding Lead and 

Ms Diamond, Head of 

Year 7.   

Operation Encompass is 

a Police and Education 

early intervention 

safeguarding partnership 

which supports children 

and young people 

exposed to domestic 

abuse. 

Connaught School for 

Girls is an Operation 

Encompass school.  This 

means that following any 

domestic abuse incident 

being reported to the 

Police, Specialist Police 

If you would like to speak 

to someone further 

about Operation 

Encompass or require 

further information, 

please do not hesitate to 

contact Ms Tairi via the 

school office.  You can 

also find out more 

information through 

accessing the following 

site – http://

www.opeartionencompa

ss.org/ 

Dress a Girl Around the World Textiles Project 

“Every girl 

deserves at 

least one new 

dress.”  
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On Wednesday 27th 

September, 26 Year 9 

students went to see the 

hit west end musical 

“Wicked”.                          

The show follows the story 

of Oz’s wicked witch of 

the West and teaches 

lessons in why we 

shouldn’t judge a book 

by its cover!                           

Jahniya in 9F said, “The 

set & staging was 

amazing and the acting 

and singing was brilliant.” 

Ms A. Jemal 

Drama department 

Apollo Theatre trip 

Soul of a Nation 
In the summer holidays 

GCSE Art student 

Makeda Adams was 

busy visiting Art Galleries 

and really enjoyed Soul 

of a Nation: Art in the 

age of black power at 

The Tate Modern. 

Ms T. Masella                     

Art Technician 
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The 2016/17 academic 

year saw many exciting 

events take place in the 

PE department. We saw 

the long awaited return 

of Connaught School for 

Girls participation in the 

Waltham Forest 

Secondary School Sports 

competitions. We began 

with 7 weeks of athletics 

at Waltham Forest’s Pool 

and track and 2 rounders 

festivals held at Forest 

School. All of the girls 

involved in these events 

did incredibly well and 

displayed the attitudes 

and standards we hold 

high here. Overall, in the 

athletics Otse Ogumah, 

Vivienne Nanfuka and 

Zaynab Ahmed walked 

away with a medal 

each. Well done girls! 

We dipped our toe into 

the rowing waters with 

our annual participation 

at the National Junior 

Indoor Rowing 

Competition and water 

sessions at Fairlop waters 

with Year 10 BTEC PE. This 

was a great opportunity 

that has been made 

possible through the 

support of London Youth 

Rowing.  

Two over-night 

expeditions went out with 

the 37 girls who are 

currently undertaking 

their Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh Awards. 

Everyone involved is well 

on their way to see a 

successful completion of 

these. It is a great 

program that is 

recognised world-wide. 

We saw the year out with 

the whole school 

attending our Sports Day 

at the new venue of 

Waltham Forest Pool and 

Track. It was a great day 

out with many great 

results, high participation 

and great behaviour. 

Thank you to all of the 

staff and students who 

made this event very 

successful and something 

we will look forward to 

again at the end of this 

year. 

So what’s happening this 

year… 

We have kicked off the 

year successfully 

becoming a TeamUp 

England School which will 

see us receive 3 months 

of free professional 

coaching in cricket, 

hockey and netball. 

Keep an eye out for 

participation letters! 

Project EvE have also 

selected our school to be 

part of their female hip-

hop project! Girls will 

have a chance to attend 

a dance workshop and/

or a dance club each 

week where they will 

learn a routine that will 

then be performed at 

Pineapple Studios. I can’t 

wait to see how much 

you all improve, both of 

these are great 

opportunities that I 

encourage all students to 

take advantage of! 

We have started entering 

teams again in the 

Borough Leagues, 

beginning with netball 

and basketball. If any 

students are interested in 

any sports please see me 

to make sure you don’t 

miss out! To supplement 

these the Intra-School 

Sports Championship is 

well under way. Sixty girls 

are battling it out over 

the year to find the top 

team in the school. Good 

luck! 

I would like to also say a 

big thank you to parents 

who have supported 

their child’s involvement 

in these events. 

To another successful 

year, 

Miss E. Hebblewhite 

Head of PE 

PE news 
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Languages are very 

important at Connaught 

School for Girls and 

fortunately this term, 

years 10 and 11 were 

invited to join in the fun 

and take part in the 

Vocab Express Global 

Challenge, competing 

against schools from all 

over the world! The girls 

had to memorise the 

spelling and meanings of 

the words in order to 

score points. Vocab 

express is an AQA GCSE 

exam board programme 

that allows the students 

to revise words that may 

come up in their GCSE 

examination. All KS4 girls 

have a username and 

password and should ask 

their language teachers 

for them.  The girls who 

participated within the 

Global Challenge have 

been awarded a 

certificate and a gift 

voucher. 

Congratulations to all girls 

who took part! 

Ms E. Noakes 

MFL department 

Vocab Express Global Challenge  

A celebration of culture in year nine 
to try some new foods 

including Chinese fortune 

cookies, Moroccan tea 

and msemen, Pakistani 

samosas, Somali xalwa 

and New Zealand 

lollycake. 

It has been wonderful 

learning about each 

other’s cultures, sharing 

and celebrating the 

amazing diversity that 

Connaught has to offer. 

Miss C. Espinoza and 9F 

The start of the new 

academic year in English 

has been exciting and 

interesting for year 

nine. Students have been 

learning about culture 

and why diversity is so 

important in our 

society. 9F have been 

researching their own 

cultures and sharing 

what they have 

discovered through 

speech-making and 

presentations. The girls 

have developed 

their confidence in 

speaking in front of an 

audience and have 

learned how a variety of 

techniques can help to 

engage an audience. 

While learning about the 

important role of food in 

cultural celebrations, we 

have been lucky enough 

“Students have 

been learning 

about culture 

and 

why diversity is 

so important in 

our society.”  
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Delphine Liu In 8G is 

October’s Artist of the Month. 

Congratulations Delphine, 

you have obviously spent a 

lot of time on this personal 

study. 

Ms T. Massella 

Art Technician 

different personality 

which also makes them 

seem more realistic and 

makes the audience 

connect with the girls 

more, the relationship 

between the girls is very 

powerful. The use of 

lighting, sound and music 

in the play made it 

incredibly interesting, it 

really helped open our 

eyes to situations like this 

as well as providing us 

with a lot of inspiration to 

help us improve our own 

performances of the 

script. Furthermore, the 

props the actors used 

such as bowls and 

On the 4th of October, 

Year 10 and 11 Drama 

students went on a 

theatre trip to the High 

Tide Festival in 

Walthamstow to see 

‘Girls’ written by Teresa 

Ikoko, a play that is being 

studied by both year 

groups. 

The play takes inspiration 

from the real life story of 

200 Nigerian girls who 

were kidnapped from 

their village a few years 

ago. The story follows 

three girls, who are sent 

to a camp and face 

various situations; each 

character has a very 

buckets, really helped set 

the scene and are quite 

realistic to real life 

situations and locations in 

which this play is based 

on. 

Brigita Tarakanovaite 11F 

Artist of the Month 

‘Girls’ 
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At the end of September, 

over 40 Year 11 History 

students visited Ypres in 

Belgium to see the 

original sites, memorials 

and cemeteries of the 

First World War. The visit 

helps students 

understand the reality of 

the conditions in trenches 

and scale of suffering 

and death during the First 

World War. It provides an 

important insight into the 

conditions in the trenches 

and the sort of injuries 

and treatment 

experienced by soldiers. 

This is vital additional 

information that supports 

their History GCSE. 

Our first stop was Essex 

Farm Cemetery. This 

place was the site of an 

ADS - Advanced Dressing 

Station. Wounded 

soldiers were brought 

here and assessed using 

a new triage system: 

those who had a chance 

of survival were given 

basic dressings and then 

moved on to a CCS 

(casualty clearing 

station). In some cases 

surgery was performed to 

stop blood loss. Those 

whose injuries were too 

serious for treatment 

were sedated and after 

death buried in the 

cemetery.  

meal in one of the many 

attractive places to eat. 

We then stood at the 

Menin Gate and listened 

whilst the Last Post was 

played. It has been 

played every night since 

the end of the war by 

members of the local fire 

brigade in tribute to 

those who lost their lives 

in Ypres. Among them 

Later we visited the Tyne 

Cot (British) and 

Langemark (German) 

cemeteries to see the 

contrasting way in which 

the dead are 

remembered. Seeing the 

huge scale of death was 

a very emotional 

experience.  

In the evening the girls 

enjoyed an evening 

are over 54,000 soldiers 

who have no known 

grave including many 

soldiers from Ireland, 

India, Africa and the 

West Indies who fought 

for the British Empire 

whilst being denied basic 

civil rights in their own 

countries.  

We did not arrive back in 

Year 11 History visit to Ypres, Belgium 
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The Advanced Dressing Station at Essex Farm 

The girls were surprised to 

see the gravestone of 

Private VJ Strudwick. He lied 

about his age to join in the 

army. He died on 14th 

January 1916 – aged 15 

years old. 

At The Passchendaele Museum we saw reconstructions of the trenches and 

much more detail about the conditions, trench warfare and medical 

treatments. Artificial limbs were dramatically improved during the war. 



London until after 

midnight. So, given that it 

was a 5am start, it made 

it a long exhausting day. 

But as one student said "It 

was an overwhelming 

and new experience." 

That’s why the History 

Department do these 

trips. We want to expand 

your knowledge and 

experience of the world. 

Mr A. Smith  

History Department 

other students and 

teachers (Ms Thorndyke, 

Ms Slack, Ms Bergame 

and Ms Tairi).  We are on 

the lookout for more 

members – staff and 

students!  

Club members include – 

Kai Hart (10S)               

Evie Merrifield (10S) 

Siddiqa Shaikh (9C) 

Gintare Navickaite (8S) 

Aminah Zamir (8S) 

Maryam Aziz (8S)          

Suki Piyasena (8S)   

Hadjar Galdem (8S) 

Lyma Mezghc (7G) 

Rayhan Messous (7G) 

Victoria Roberston (7G) 

In the second week of 

September we started a 

lunchtime running club 

which is proving to be 

very successful. At the 

moment we have 14 

members who are slowly 

building up their running 

time and have gone 

from running 23 minutes 

to 30 minutes.  We hope 

to build this up to 5km 

next term. 

Running is a great form of 

exercise and we 

welcome new members 

any time.  Just see Ms 

Tairi for a letter.  Come 

and join the fun with 

Aliye Assenova (7G) 

Benedict Luyindula (7G) 

Jena Guder (7G). 

Well done girls, keep up 

the good work.  We’ll be 

running marathons in no 

time!   

Ms R. Tairi 

P.E. department 

Year 11 History visit to Ypres, Belgium continued 

Running Club 
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Jack Petchey’s “Speak 

Out” Challenge! is a 

programme run by 

Speakers Trust and 

funded by the Jack 

Petchey Foundation. 

They believe everybody 

should have the skills, 

confidence and desire to 

speak in public and are 

dedicated to helping 

people of all ages and 

levels achieve this. 

Earlier this year, a 

representative from Jack 

Petchey visited 

Connaught and ran a 

one day workshop with 

25 selected Year 10 

students. The students 

showed off their public 

speaking skills and gave 

some powerful 

performances. The 

representative from Jack 

Petchey was so 

impressed with our 

students that she picked 

six students to go through 

to a another round in 

school. 

These students were 

chosen to deliver 

speeches in assemblies 

for KS3 and KS4 and 

deliver a 3 minute 

speech. Miss Khanom 

worked with the students 

to help them prepare for 

the assemblies and work 

on the 3 areas they are 

graded on: content, 

structure and delivery. 

A winner will be chosen 

to represent the school in 

a regional final later this 

month with the chance 

to go to the national 

final! 

Thank you to all of those 

who participated in the 

“Speak Out” Challenge – 

I hope you enjoyed your 

experience! 

Mr A. Silk 

Assistant Headteacher 

during the challenge. He 

explained how he 

overcame these 

struggles. The second 

speaker was Dr Ellie 

Herrington who worked 

on Hilary Clinton’s 

campaign team during 

the 2016 presidential 

elections. She talked 

about the importance of 

being in a supportive 

team. 

This was followed by an 

opportunity to talk to 

student leaders from 

On the 12th September 

the School Council 

leaders attended a 

conference around the 

subject of leadership and 

how to become a better 

leader. The day included 

talks by inspiring keynote 

speakers. The first speaker 

was an adventurer, Olly 

Hicks, who spent 124 

days rowing solo across 

the Atlantic. He gave an 

interesting talk about 

expedition preparations 

and his struggles at sea 

different schools across 

London where we 

discussed criteria of 

successful leaders and 

inspirational leaders from 

around the world and 

from the past. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 

day; it was incredibly 

interesting and I learnt a 

lot from other people 

who attended the 

conference. 

Muneeba Omer 11C 

Chair - School Council 

Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge! 

Leadership Conference at Forest School 

“The day 

included talks 

by inspiring 

keynote 

speakers.”  
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Bake Off competition 
There will be a Bake Off 

competition in school 

Monday 30th November, 

all donated bakes 

entered will then be sold 

to students during break 

time after the judging 

and winners have been 

decided! 

All students entering 

baked goods are to 

bring them to the dining 

hall first thing (before 

8.30am) on Monday. All 

students entering bakes 

will be given a voucher 

to get a free piece of 

cake when all the cakes 

are sold during break 

time.  

Mr A. Silk 

Assistant Headteacher 
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Half term holiday  Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 

First Teaching day back  Monday 30th October at 8:25am 

Cake Competition  Monday 30th October    

Christmas Concert  Thursday 14th December 

Year 11 Mock GCSE exams Monday 4th to Tuesday 19th December  

Last day of Autumn Term  Tuesday 19th December 

    Years 10 & 11 leave at 12pm 

    Years 7, 8 & 9 leave at 1pm 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

