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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to share with you that I have made the decision to retire 

from teaching at the end of this academic year.  I moved to London 37 

years ago after being brought up in the North East and then trained to 

be a teacher in Liverpool. I have been fortunate to have had a fulfilling 

and successful career in the London Boroughs of Waltham Forest and 

Newham. It has been an absolute privilege to be the Headteacher here 

at Connaught School for Girls. 

People keep asking me what I have planned. Well, at the moment, not 

much as I continue to be in post for a further 5 months and as you can 

see from this newsletter, we continue to be as busy as ever. 

Maybe by the time I write to you at the end of the Summer term I will 

have some plans! 

There are only 5 weeks before our Year 11 students start their GCSE 

exams. I know that most of them are working very hard, I hope this 

continues as I really don’t want any of them to be disappointed with 

their exam results. Good luck to all our Year 11 students and those in 

Year 10 who are taking GCSE exams. 

 

Have a good spring break. 

 

Best Wishes 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher. 



On Friday 8th March, 

year 10 had the amazing 

opportunity to view the 

‘Big Bang’ STEM event at 

LSC. Here we were able 

to view an array of 

different stalls that 

focused on science, 

technology, engineering 

and maths, ranging from 

reaction time 

experiments to creating 

dinosaur fossils.  

We partook in a variety 

of activities that allowed 

us to develop our 

knowledge and 

understanding of the 

STEM subjects. One of my 

personal favorite 

activities was exploring 

the works of our digestive 

system. The students at 

the stall demonstrated 

the path our food takes 

from our mouth to the 

intestines, explaining how 

the body uses 

enzymes to aid the 

process. I liked this 

representation as it 

enabled me to 

broaden my 

understanding of 

the digestive 

system and I found 

it interesting to watch a 

live showing to see how 

the actual process 

worked, even if it was 

quite graphic at some 

points!  

Overall, I think the 

experience of going to 

this event was a good 

one to have as it 

enabled all of us to get 

more involved with 

science through trying 

out new experiments and 

being able to learn new 

information to further 

develop our scientific 

knowledge from other 

young people. 

Hannah Matthews 10W 

‘Big Bang’ STEM event at Leyton Sixth Form College  

‘Maths Feast’ 
which we had to rotate 

our sheets of questions 

after the time went off 

and attempt to answer 

as many as possible. In 

the second round we 

were given a topic that 

we had never learnt 

about and we had to 

learn it quickly and then 

apply what we had 

learnt in the round to 

answer questions about 

the topic. In the third 

round we had to answer 

questions by stating if the 

answer was higher or 

lower than the previous 

answer. In the last round 

we had to break off into 

teams of two and 

compete in a relay round 

where we had to rely on 

each others answers for 

the next question.  

Overall the ‘Maths Feast’ 

was an enriching 

experience where we 

learnt a lot of new things 

and were able to use 

problem solving and 

teamwork in a number of 

ways and I really enjoyed 

it . 

Asiya Ramjan 10S 

On the 6th of March, we 

went to Oaklands School 

in Bethnal Green to 

compete in a maths 

competition called 

‘Maths Feast’. We 

competed against 14 

other schools in a 

number of different 

activities.  

The four of us as a team 

had to work together 

and use our maths 

knowledge to answer an 

array of questions in 

each of the four rounds. 

The first round was a 

timed question round, in 

“We partook in a 

variety of activities 

that allowed us to 

develop our 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

the STEM 

subjects.”  
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As part of the year 8 

Science curriculum, the 

Science Department  

organised a visit to 

London Zoo on 

Wednesday 20th of 

March. The purpose of 

the trip was to celebrate 

the 2019 British Science 

Week and to inspire 

enthusiasm in Science.  

The pupils got really 

engaged in the activities 

and enjoyed exploring 

the different parts of the 

zoo. They got to learn 

about the different 

environments and 

habitats the animals live 

in.  

Pupils were told to submit 

an account of their 

journey and experience 

about London Zoo, 

below are some quotes 

taken from their articles.  

“Overall I think that the 

trip was an awesome 

experience and I learned 

lots of new facts about 

the animals. I also saw 

some new animals that I 

have never seen before.” 

Aleesa Khan 8s 

“This trip was overall very 

fun; it was also very 

educational. The walk 

through the exhibits were 

amazing and so were the 

animals.”   

Sumaiyah Moreea and 

Yasmin Hanachova 8s  

“The Lion enclosure 

allowed me to gain an 

insight of their habitat.” 

Rukaiya Nadeem 8c  

“The sight of all the exotic 

animals was a 

tremendous experience.” 

Tayanne Bell-Bodkin 8c  

“While at the zoo I 

gained a lot of 

knowledge, specifically 

about the animal’s 

habitat and how they 

live their lives.”  

Zohal Shahab 8c  

The staff at the Zoo were 

very impressed with the 

pupil’s behavior and how 

inquisitive they were.  

Overall it was a great 

experience, with the 

lovely year 8s. 

Ms S Iqbal 

Science department 

London Zoo 

“The sight of all 

the exotic 

animals was a 

tremendous 

experience.” 
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Every year we take Year 

10 GCSE History students 

to Ypres in Belgium to see 

the memorials and sites 

of some of the most 

bloody battles of the First 

World War. The visit is an 

important part of our 

studies for the Medicine 

Through Time Unit: Injuries 

and treatments on the 

British Sector of the 

Western Front. 

We visited the Essex Farm 

cemetery which has the 

remnants of an 

Advanced Dressing 

Station where wounded 

soldiers were assessed 

(triage) and treated if 

possible. It also has the 

grave of a 15 year old 

soldier.  

Mr A Smith 

Head of History 

Belgium trip 

Artillery Shell  
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The UKMT Intermediate 

Maths Challenge is a 

maths competition that 

takes place every year in 

the UK for pupils in years 

9 and 10. It is a problem 

solving challenge where 

you have to answer 

questions by circling 

options given on a sheet. 

I have taken part in it 

several times at 

Connaught and I believe 

that UKMT is a great 

challenge where 

students can develop 

their problem solving skills 

and maths knowledge in 

a variety of ways. Here 

are the first four questions 

from this year’s challenge 

that took place on 

Thursday 7th February.  

Asiya Ramjan  

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge  

Congratulations to the 

following pupils who 

have achieved a 

certificate. 

UKMT Intermediate Maths 

Challenge certificate 

winners: 

Ms J Aullibux 

Maths department 
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Students in Year 10 and 

11 as well as a few 

intrepid year 9s have 

been hard at work this 

month creating their BBC 

School Reports for the 

deadline at the end of 

March. Finally, after 

weeks of hard work, six of 

our video reports are up 

on the BBC's platform: a 

site called Mixital.  

The reports are incredibly 

varied: we have students 

telling us some shocking 

statistics about Youth 

Crime and the decline of 

the community centres 

that help young people 

stay on the straight and 

narrow; a look at how 

tragedy can bring 

communities closer, 

which focuses on the 

aftermath of the 

heartbreaking Grenfell 

Fire;  a debate about the 

merits of single versus 

mixed sex schooling; a 

report investigating 

slang's roots and 

questioning its future 

development; and an 

intriguing look at the 

latest generation: 

Generation Z! As well as 

these reports we share a 

story from one of our own 

students about her 

family's move to England 

following a devastating 

hurricane.  

Please take a look at the 

reports and give your 

support to all our students 

who took part at https://

www. mixital.co.uk/

channel/youngreporter. 

And of course, look out 

for more journalistic 

forays from our roving 

reporters over the next 

term too! 

Ms C Burton and the 

BBConnaught team 

Directors Scott Graham 

and Steven Hoggett. It 

also has impressive 

lighting, video and set 

design which are 

constructed to help us 

understand the inner 

workings of Christopher’s 

mind. 

The Year 11 students 

On Tuesday 26th 

February Year 11 GCSE 

Drama students watched 

the hit West End play ‘The 

Curious Incident of the 

Dog in the Night Time.’ 

Simon Stephens adapted 

the play from the novel 

which explores the 

character of Christopher, 

a 15 year old 

boy with 

Aspergers and 

how he deals 

with situations 

around him in 

his own unique 

way. 

The play 

comprises 

beautiful 

movement and 

choreography 

from Frantic 

Assembly 

thoroughly enjoyed the 

play and will review a 

range of aspects from it 

in their final GCSE written 

exam in May. 

Ms A Jemal 

Drama department 

West End Theatre visit 

“The Year 11 

students thoroughly 

enjoyed the play 

and will review a 

range of aspects 

from it in their final 

GCSE written exam 

in May.” 
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On Tuesday 12th March, 

a few of us girls in year 

nine were given the 

privilege to attend a truly 

inspirational conference 

called “Rocking Ur 

Teens”. During this 

conference, we were 

introduced to several 

outstanding and uplifting 

women who told us their 

own individual stories 

about their rise to success 

as strong women, whilst 

also explaining some of 

their struggles.  

They all had their own 

unique stories to tell 

based on their careers, 

but they all shared the 

same story of women 

empowerment that 

inspired us to believe that 

we too can be like them 

when we are older.  

Alongside listening to 

their stories, we were also 

involved in different 

activities and were given 

a chance to have a 

Q&A session with some of 

the story-telling women. 

All in all, it was a great 

eye-opener for all of us 

as we were informed of 

just how powerful us 

teenage girls can be in 

our futures. We 

thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves and are 

honored to have 

attended this event. 

Written by Ismah Bokhari 

9W 

Rocking Ur Teens 2019 
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“All in all, it was a 

great eye-opener 

for all of us as we 

were informed of 

just how powerful 

us teenage girls 

can be in our 

futures.”  



Twenty-six students from 

German and History 

classes were led by Mrs 

Patterson together with 

Mr Smith and Miss 

Noakes. The main sites 

visited were the Berlin 

Wall Gallery, Holocaust 

Memorial, Brandenberg 

gate, Checkpoint 

Charlie, Berliner Dom, 

Soviet War Memorial, 

German Parliament 

Building, Käthe Kollwitz 

Museum, KaDaWe 

Department Store and 

the Bowling Alley!!!! 

The following are 

comments made by the 

students as a result of 

their experience: 

“I saw similarities 

between Berlin and 

London, being laid out in 

the same line, having 

buses and the Metro. The 

supermarkets had re-

cycling machines for 

plastic bottles returning 

money. It made 

me feel more 

connected with 

history, seeing the 

Berlin Wall and 

the Memorials. I 

used my German 

language skills 

when ordering 

food and asking 

for directions.”  

Katerina 

Ivashchenko 10W 

“I felt very 

emotional visiting 

these special 

places, as it gave 

me an insight into 

how these 

innocent people 

lost their lives purely due 

to hatred. It gave me 

time to reflect and take 

in my surroundings, but 

through learning as well. I 

felt very privileged to be 

able to experience such 

peace and beauty in the 

Memorials.”  

Hannah Matthews 10W 

“Visiting the Holocaust 

Memorial made me 

remember the struggle 

that the Jews faced at 

the time. Speaking more 

German was great 

practice for my learning 

at school.”  

Helena Matanga 10F  

“It made me feel 

important as I was able 

to go to special places 

like Parliament. Despite 

using basic German, 

people serving me 

seemed happy to see 

that I was attempting to 

speak a foreign 

language. As I was 

without my family, I think I 

became independent 

and more mature. It 

made me experience a 

different type of culture.”  

Nurul Riswandi 10W  

“One of the benefits was 

hearing German from a 

native speaker and trying 

to decipher what they 

said, and reply from the 

German knowledge I 

had.  

Khiyana Patel 11W  

“It was an exciting 

experience because I 

was able to see things 

that I would just learn 

from my history lesson 

book.  

Soumaya Djellal 11S  

“Berlin is cleaner than 

London!” 

Rabika Ahmed 10S  

German visit to Berlin 
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We visited many very 

important historical sites 

from the First World War, 

Nazi Germany, The 

Second World War and 

the Cold War periods. 

We saw several 

memorials including the 

huge Holocaust 

memorial.  

We visited  art galleries 

including the East Side 

Gallery and the Kathe 

Kollowitz gallery.  

We visited historic 

buildings such as the 

Reichstag and  museums 

such as the Topographie 

of Terror that detailed 

how the Nazi SS carried 

the persecution and then 

genocide of Jews, 

Gypsies and other 

minorities.  

My favourite site was the 

Soviet War memorial in 

Treptower Park. This is a 

memorial to the men and 

women of the Red Army 

who defeated Hitler in 

the final battle of Berlin in 

1945.  

One history student said: 

“it broadened my 

knowledge of German 

history which will come in 

handy for my GCSE’s”. 

Another wrote: “it was an 

amazing journey and the 

most amazing 

experience I have had.”  

Mr A Smith 

Head of History 

German visit to Berlin continued 

“it broadened 

my knowledge 

of German 

history which will 

come in handy 

for my GCSE’s”.  
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On Monday 11th and 

25th of March students 

from Year 9 went to visit 

Shakespeare’s Globe. 

Before watching the 

play, there was definitely 

a sense of excitement; 

when we left, everyone 

definitely felt the 

fantastic performance 

had lived up to our 

expectations. 

Personally, it gave me a 

taste of what it would be 

like to study plays and 

tragedies such as this 

during my GCSEs and 

possibly at A-level. 

The actors 

provided such an 

in depth, whilst still 

engaging, 

approach to the 

classic story. 

The Globe Theatre 

was a fantastic 

experience. Not 

only was it funny, 

captivating and 

suspenseful, it 

helped me and 

other students to 

understand the context 

of the play, which will 

come in handy for 

GCSEs. I loved how they 

stuck to the original plot 

of the story while 

incorporating new ideas 

to appeal to a younger 

audience. The actors 

gave an amazing 

performance that left the 

audience wanting more. 

I am sure many other 

students would definitely 

go for a second time! 

Isabel and Peace  

Year 9 

chapel, dining room and 

courtyard. At Gonville 

and Cauis we split into 

two groups for tours of 

the library, which was a 

good insight into 

university study life. We 

visited the courtyards, 

then we had the 

privilege of dining in the 

grand hall which was 

extremely fancy. After 

lunch our tour guide 

gave a presentation with 

important information on 

On the 28th March Miss 

Kelly's Maths class had 

the amazing 

opportunity to tour two of 

Cambridge University’s 

top colleges; Clare 

College and Gonville 

and Cauis College. The 

day was filled with 

excitement and 

curiosity as we travelled 

around the city. Firstly we 

visited Clare College and 

had a guided tour of the 

campus, including the 

A-Level choices and an 

overall view of university 

life. This was a great 

presentation which 

invigorated and inspired 

us all.  

The visit was a good 

experience and we had 

the chance to learn 

about our future choices 

and start working hard 

now so that it will pay off! 

Hannah Matthews  10W 

Globe Theatre experience 

Cambridge Visit  

“The actors 

gave an 

amazing 

performance 

that left the 

audience 

wanting more.” 
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On Thursday, March 14, we 

held a Pi day competition 

in the library. Whoever 

could memorise and recite 

the most digits of pi won a 

prize! 

Students had to write an 

original poem or song 

about Pi.  

As an alternative, students 

could create an A3 poster 

incorporating their Pi 

discoveries. Whoever 

presented a best pi song 

or poem or A3 poster won 

a prize. The winning posters 

can be seen at the 

bottom of the page. 

One of the class tasks was 

to measure the diameter 

of a circle. Then using a 

piece of string measure 

the circumference of 

some circles. They then 

divided the circumference 

by the diameter. The 

majority of the students 

had a result that was close 

to 3.14 no matter the size 

of the circle. They 

discussed their results and 

then celebrated their 

discovery and importance 

of Pi.  

Congratulation to the 

winners of the Pi Memory 

Challenge Competition:- 

Paris Anderson 8F 

Zamara Aslam 9G 

Congratulations to the 

winners of the Pi Research 

Competition:- 

Maja Sielicka 9C, Afsaneh 

Shahab 9C, Gintare 

Navickaite 9S, Jumainah 

Rahman 9G, Aamaenah 

Maulvi 9G, Peace Imwensi 

9F, Mimi Hammad 9C 

Congratulations to the 

winners of the Pi Inter-form 

Competition 

11F, 8F, 7C and 7F 

Ms S Ranganathan 

Maths department 

Pi day competitions  
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All three Art GCSE groups 

visited the Tate Britain 

gallery this term in 

preparation for their final 

exam assignment. 

Students spent the day 

investigating all sorts of 

work including painting, 

sculpture, photography 

and video and more 

besides. It was a really 

useful day and the 

students were able to 

gather lots of inspiration. 

"I think it was a very 

inspiring visit because it 

really helped me gain 

ideas about what 

direction I wanted to go 

in my sketchbook. I was 

very interested in the 

work of J.M.W. Turner 

because of the way he 

created texture with his 

oil paint. This helped me 

to decide what media to 

choose for my final 

piece"   Ayesha Undre  

"My favourite by far was 

the painting by Chris Ofili 

called ‘The Blue Devils’ 

because he used so 

many shades of blue to 

create one picture. 

When I examined it more 

closely I could make out 

police officers, a man 

and a dog. The letters on 

the police officer's 

uniform spelled out ‘lie’ 

as some letters were left 

out. This made me realise 

how important it is to look 

more deeply into a work 

before you make a 

judgement."  

Yumna Begum 

Year 11 Art GCSE visit to the Tate Britain  
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Last Day of Term   - Friday 5th April 2019 

(school closes at 12pm for Years 10 & 11 and at 1pm for Years 7, 8 & 9)  

First Day back after Easter - Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 24th April 2019 

GCSE Art & Langs exams begin - Thursday 25th April 2019 

May Day Bank Holiday  - Monday 6th May 2019 

GCSE written exams begin - Monday 13th May 2019 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 12th June 2019 

GCSE written exams begin  - Monday 13th May 2019 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019 

Year 10 Internal exams begin - Monday 10th June 2019 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event  - Monday 1st July 2019 

Sports Day   - Friday 12th July 2019 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 17th July 2019 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 19th July 2019 

Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Our artist of the month is Eidie Parker. Eidie has created a very 

individual response to a homework task which asked students to 

investigate the work of designer Angie Lewin.  

Ms G Wensley 

Art department 

Artist of the month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 
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