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Dear Parent/Carers 

As we approach the end of this first term, I would like to thank you all for working with us 

to provide your daughter with the best education possible.  For most of our students, 

their attendance and punctuality are excellent and they come to school ready to learn.  

Students whose attendance is low must make this a priority for the new year.  

I need to remind a few families that taking your daughter on a holiday or to visit family 

overseas, during term time, will have a detrimental effect on her education and it will be 

virtually impossible to make up lost time. I empathise with you regarding the cost of 

flights during school holidays but please book all trips within the school holidays 

otherwise your daughter will be given an unauthorised absence. 

You will see in this newsletter that there has been a lot going on this term.  We are proud 

of every student who gets involved in extra-curricular activities, competitions and 

community events and would like to encourage all students to be involved in the wider 

life of the school and our community. 

Our PTA have been busy this term.  An enjoyable Quiz and Curry evening went well in 

November which raised money towards a new piano. 

On Thursday 20th December the PTA will be holding a Christmas Fayre at 5pm before 

our Annual Christmas Concert at 6.30pm . These will be very enjoyable events and I 

invite everyone to attend. 

School finishes on Friday 21st December at 12.00 p.m. for Years 10 and 11 and 1.00 p.m. 

for Years 7, 8 and 9. School re-opens at 8.30 a.m. on Monday 7th January 2019. 

 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and restful winter holiday and health and 

happiness for you all in 2019. 

 

Best Wishes 

Sally Walker 

Headteacher 



On the 5th November a 

group of GCSE students 

went to watch ‘Victoria’s 

Knickers’ at the Soho 

Theatre. The play was 

being performed by 

young actors from the 

National Youth 

Theatre.  The play which 

is loosely based on the 

unlikely relationship 

formed between Queen 

Victoria and Edward 

Jones, a teenager, who 

broke into her private 

chambers in 1838, was 

eclectic in its style of 

Drama and gave the 

students lots of interesting 

ideas for their up and 

coming ‘Devising a play’ 

unit. 

‘The play was quite 

interesting and the 

characters were exciting 

which made it enjoyable 

and funny. We were 

surprised to find out that 

the student actors were 

only a few years older 

than us and it helped us 

relate to it more.’  

Helena Mantanga 10F 

and Mahnoor Kashif 10W 

GCSE Theatre trip to see ‘Victoria’s Knickers’ at the Soho Theatre  

Audition Workshop 
chosen monologue, for 

example we played 

around with pace and 

volume in pairs. Lastly we 

were able to do a 

pretend audition and 

perform our monologues. 

The whole workshop was 

incredibly helpful in 

preparing us for what 

auditions will really be like 

and it was also really fun. 

We will hopefully be using 

the skills we learnt in 

upcoming college 

auditions and National 

Youth Theatre auditions 

and we are also very 

thankful to Ben and Holly 

who ran the workshop.  

Jessica Perry Year 11 

Georgia Dunning Year 11 

On the 8th November, 

some year 11 and 10 

drama students 

attended an audition 

workshop run by Soho 

Theatre. The first thing we 

did was a few ice 

breaking games to get us 

warmed up. Then we did 

some group activities 

where we devised short 

pieces. We also did some 

activities surrounding a 

“The whole 

workshop was 

incredibly helpful 

in preparing us for 

what auditions will 

really be like and 

it was also really 

fun.” 
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Our year 8 French 

students spent a week 

learning how to describe 

paintings in French with 

our Languages PGCE 

student, Miss Bureau. We 

also learnt about French 

painters Henri Rousseau 

and Paul Cézanne. Year 

8 then worked in groups 

to prepare a small 

presentation on Paul 

Cézanne and his 

painting “Les joueurs de 

cartes”. Here are a few 

examples of the work 

produced:-  

Year 8 French work  
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A big “très bien” to 

Joudy and Mimi from 9C 

for their lovely display 

work recapping 

vocabulary and 

structures used to talk 

about yourself and the 

things you like (mon 

identité):  

“Merci / Gracias / Danke ”  

from the Languages team  

a positive attitude to our 

challenges. He said to 

“Dream big, act now 

and never give up 

because we’re all 

amazing.” Also, “The first 

person you should love is 

yourself, as you are 

unique and special to 

the world, even if not 

everybody approves of 

you.” I will never forget 

the sessions we had with 

Action Jackson came in 

to motivate the year 10s 

and he left us with a very 

inspiring message about 

how we are the rulers of 

our own lives and we are 

the ones who can 

control whether we 

become successful or let 

our opportunities go to 

waste. He taught us to 

never take life for 

granted and to develop 

him and the life lessons 

he taught us, but at the 

same time he was a lot 

of fun, constantly making 

jokes, singing, dancing 

and laughing. We only 

had him for a short time 

but he inspired us all to 

put our all into everything 

and especially to put our 

dreams into action. 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 10C  

Year 9 French work  

Action Jackson  
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Christmas Jumper Day 
Well done to our students for raising £128.50 for Save the Children in the annual 

Christmas Jumper Day event in December.  There were so many imaginative 

jumpers adorned 

in the name of 

this important 

charity.  Pictured 

are a few of our 

favourite ones.  

Ms J Stewart 

Assistant Head 

“Dream big, act 

now and never 

give up because 

we’re all 

amazing.”  



Here are the three 

winning designs of this 

years Christmas card 

competition:- 

Christmas Card Competition 2018 
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Designed by Delphine Liu 9G Designed by Arwa Ghorab 8G 

Designed by Maryam Hedayat 7C 



engagement and direct 

pathways to specialist 

services. 

The aim is to deliver 

workshops to the whole 

school community 

including Teachers, 

Parents, Students and the 

wider community to 

create a change in culture 

that will end Violence 

Against Women and Girls.  

sits within the Healthy 

Schools programme, 

which acts as the delivery 

framework for a fully 

integrated approach. 

Waltham Forest has 

recognised the need for 

an innovative whole 

schools approach, 

integrated within a 

partnership model which 

offers community 

Parents are invited to take 

part in a VAWG workshop 

during the Time 4 Us session 

on Wednesday 30th 

January 2019.  A letter will 

be sent home with your 

child in early January as a 

reminder. 

We look forward to seeing 

you there.  

Ms J Stewart  

Assistant  Head 

Parent workshop 30th January 2019 
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Newsletter Congratulations to Rawen Ibrahim whose poem “If I Had A Heart…” was 
published in the Young Writers Words of Wonder anthology. 
 

If I Had A Heart… 

 

If I had a heart I would know how to love, 
I would know how it feels to be overwhelmed by someone, 
To risk everything for them 

And have my heart flutter like a dove, 
I would know how it feels to have my only one. 
 

If I had a heart I would never have hurt you, 
I would have known the pain of being betrayed by someone, 
Of feeling broken into pieces - if only I knew, 
I would never have distressed you the way I have done. 
 

If I had a heart I would know how to smile, 
I would know how it feels to be lifted by content, 
But I would also know the feeling of despair by a mile, 
The feeling of my heart, broken by the hatred sent. 
 

If I had a heart I would know how to care, 
I would keep you in my arms and never let you go, 
I would hold you like a diamond and rubies that were rare, 
But I don’t know how to care, so it’s better that you go. 
 

If I had a heart I would curse every crime, 
I would have never let them control my life, 
I would have done all I could to prevent all evil all the time, 
But I don’t have a heart so evil cuts through me like a knife. 
 

If I had a heart I would know the importance of living, 
Know that I should strive and do the best I can, 
I would know not to give up, to be loving and giving, 
Not having a heart has made me the worst man, 
If only I had a heart I would do everything better, 
If only I had a heart… 

 

Rawen Ibrahim (10C) 

The London Borough of 

Waltham Forest 

successfully bid for VAWG 

Transformation Funding 

from the Home Office to 

design and implement a 

whole school approach to 

addressing Violence 

Against Women and Girls 

(VAWG).  The approach 



In mid November, Ms 

Slack organised for Year 

11 to watch a live stream 

of Romeo & Juliet 

performed by the Royal 

Shakespeare Company. 

The performance started 

streaming at nine am and 

finished at twelve pm. 

There was great tension in 

the room as we waited 

for it to begin and for the 

English teachers to check 

the technology in their 

rooms was working 

correctly! Fortunately, 

everything worked 

perfectly. 

Not only was the 

experience an excellent 

opportunity to witness an 

innovative performance 

by a talented cast, but it 

functioned as a brilliant 

revision aid to remind us 

of key events  and just in 

time for the mocks! We 

also had the opportunity 

to ask about the cast, the 

story and how it became 

what we saw on the day. 

This led to great 

excitement in the 

classrooms as we waited 

to see if our questions 

(and names!) were 

flashed upon the screen! 

Here are a few quotes 

from year 11 about the 

experience: 

“It took the traditional 

story of Romeo & Juliet 

and modernized it which 

made it easier for us to 

understand and therefore 

relate to it.”   

Lilly 11S 

“It allowed us to 

understand the 

Shakespearean classic 

before our mock exams” 

Toni 11S 

Go to the website for 

more information about 

the play and production: 

www.rsc.org.uk/

shakespeare-learning-

zone/romeo-and-juliet 

Amy Moss 11F 

out of a draw and is 

awarded a gift voucher. 

Congratulations for 

winning the Maths 

Challenge:- 

KS3 Winners                                          

Amirah Hasan 7G 

Ania Ajaz 8F 

Tasnim Chakrouni 8F 

Alise Kalinina 9W 

Aliya Nahim 9G 

Aiman Anjum Khan 9G 

Nasteha Kaarie 8W 

Zainab Asif 8F 

Paris Anderson 8F 

Bianca Pascal 9G 

Zaynah Shah 9G 

Aisha Naeem 9G 

Jumainah Rahman 9G 

Delphine Liu 9G 

Aamaenah Maulvi 9G 

Are you amazing at 

maths? Can you solve 

really tricky maths 

problems?  

At Connaught we have 

been having a fortnightly 

Maths Challenge.  

The Maths Challenge 

problems are easy to 

understand but 

fascinating to solve. The 

Challenges have been 

mathematical stimulation 

to solvers of all ages. 

Our aims were simple; to 

help raise standards of 

achievement in 

mathematics across all 

age ranges. To help 

motivate students 

generally and to show 

students of all abilities 

that maths can be fun 

and that there is a reason 

for doing it. 

Each term a winner from 

each year group is pulled 

KS4 Winners               

Raabia Saleem 11F 

Zeynep Gec 10C 

Angela Phawac 10C 

Alice Ali 10C 

Deborah Rothoff 10C 

Shayma Fouad 10S 

Maryam Ahmed 10S 

Asiya Ramjan 10S 

The following winners 

were pulled out of a 

draw and awarded with 

a gift voucher:- 

RSC “Romeo and Juliet” Live Schools Broadcast  

Maths Challenge 
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Amirah Hasan 7G, 

Nasteha Kaarie 8W, 

Jumainah Rahman 9G, 

Shayma Fouad 10S, 

Raabia Saleem 11F 

I want to express my 

appreciation to all staff 

for their support and 

students who contribute 

to the success for our 

Maths Challenge at 

Connaught. 

Mrs S Ranganathan 

Maths Department 



For the second year, local 

residents were warmly 

welcomed  by students 

from Connaught School for 

Girls in Leytonstone and 

were ushered into the 

school’s hall—decked with 

well decorated tables and 

twinkling lights—for a 

festive evening of fun, 

music and food. 

The Senior Citizens’ Tea 

Party  held on Wednesday 

5th of December 2018, 

saw 10 residents from the 

local community dining 

with the students from the 

school.  This event was 

organised by their teacher 

Mrs Marcelle Wallace with 

the support from other 

teachers within the Design 

and Technology 

department  in 

conjunction with Carolyn 

Sellick, the Local Area 

Coordinator of the Grove 

Green Ward in 

Leytonstone. 

There was a wide  range of 

food such as sandwiches, 

cakes, mince pies and hot 

drinks that  catered to 

everyone’s dietary needs. 

It was not too long after 

they were settled in a 

festive mood that they 

were surprised with 

beautiful singing, dancing 

and musical items all 

brought to them from the 

music department, thanks 

to the tireless effort of Mrs 

Sanger and the pupils she 

trained so well. The 

residents thoroughly 

enjoyed the entertainment 

and some even sang 

along. 

“The Senior Citizens’ 

Tea  Party was a great 

chance for Food 

Preparation and 

Nutrition students 

like us to meet 

and greet the 

local elderly 

people. It was a 

special 

experience for us 

as it gave us a 

chance to make 

them feel appreciated 

and welcomed in our 

school  community. We 

enjoyed it very much as 

we were able to hear 

interesting stories and 

learnt that one of the 

elderly ladies was a 

student here in the 1960’s. 

Overall, Christmas spirit 

was intertwined 

throughout the afternoon 

and Connaught 

School  Food Preparation 

and Nutrition department 

wishes everyone a very 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.” 

Yumna and Shayne 11F 

 “The atmosphere of the 

afternoon tea was so 

relaxing and it was really 

nice to talk to some new 

people and be a part of 

the experience”. 

Charlotte 11C 

 “It was an amazing 

opportunity to meet new 

people and hear about 

how their day was going. 

A few ladies talked about 

how they were here in the 

1960’s and how the school 

has changed. It 

was nice to know 

more about years 

ago and to see 

how happy 

people were to 

be invited to our 

school.” 

Rose 11 C 

“It was a warming event as 

we got to make the ladies 

feel welcome and helped 

them by serving them tea 

and food as well as talking 

to them.” 

Zaibaa 11C 

Jeannie, one of the guests 

wrote “What a lovely 

afternoon. The girls did us 

proud. Thanks so much for 

letting us know about it. I 

had loads of fun and the 

food was amazing.” 

As the celebration came 

to an end, there were 

even more surprises as 

each guest was presented 

with a special gift. They 

were all very grateful as 

some chatted and 

laughed with the students. 

Overall it was a  very 

successful and rewarding 

event. Many thanks to all 

those who contributed to 

the success of this event. 

Design and Technology 

Department 

The Senior Citizens’ Tea Party  
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During October the 

school celebrated Black 

History Month with a 

number of events. These 

included an assembly on 

institutionalized  racism, 

poetry and art 

competitions and a film 

showing of Black Panther. 

We also had two guest 

speakers. First was Mrs 

Matthews, a parent of a 

year 10 pupil who came 

to speak with year 8 

pupils about her research 

into sickle cell. Secondly 

we had Roger Huddle, 

one of the co-founders of 

rock against racism talk 

to year 10 pupils about 

the 40th anniversary of 

the rock against racism 

carnival. The month of 

celebrations ended with 

a Black History Month 

talent show with great 

entertainers and the 

winners are to be 

announced at the end of 

year assembly. 

November saw the 

annual College 

roadshow with 25 

colleges, 6th form 

colleges and post 16 

providers talking to pupils 

about their future 

pathways. The number of 

post 16 providers have 

grown over the years 

and our pupils have 

benefitted from that a 

great deal. Following this 

a number of year 10 and 

11 pupils attended the 

Waltham Forest Careers 

fair where they had 

opportunities to speak 

with future employers 

and apprenticeship 

providers. This was the 

first time an event like this 

had been organised and 

it was a great chance for 

pupils to experience work 

related learning 

opportunities. 

Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils 

have been involved in 

more work with Citizens 

UK. In November, as part 

of our work with WF 

citizens, pupils took part 

in two youth violence 

and crime commissions. 

They work alongside 

local councillors, religious 

organisations, 6th forms 

and other schools, as well 

as the borough police 

commander, looking at 

how best to improve the 

situation of youth 

violence and youth 

crime. Pupils have 

undertaken a listening 

campaign and 

recognized  issues of 

safety which they are 

looking to have 

improved, as well as 

being part of the 

changes needed to help 

improve young people's 

lives. This work follows on 

from the key 

commitments made at 

the Waltham Forest 

assembly back in May. 

Finally our pupils took 

part in the London 

Citizens mayoral 

assembly where they, 

alongside 1500 other 

London citizens, were 

able to hold the London 

mayor to account over 

promises and pledges he 

made in 2016. Iman 

Rahman in year 11 lead 

a role call for Waltham 

Forest Citizens at the 

assembly!  

Mr P Philips 

CCPSHE  

CCPSHE events 
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“Year 9, 10 and 11 

pupils have been 

involved in more 

work with Citizens 

UK.” 
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Tayanne Bell-Bodkin in 8C is our 

artist of the month with her 

incredible self portrait. Tayanne 

has shown great maturity in her 

superb attention to detail and use 

of proportion in this pencil 

drawing.  

Mrs G. Wensley 

Art Department 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Magic Breakfast 

Connaught School has teamed up with Magic Breakfast to provide free breakfast 

for all students starting from Monday 14th January.  Just come along to breakfast 

club Monday to Friday to receive a free bagel, bowl of cereal or porridge.  All 

other items on the existing menu, including waffles, will still be available to buy.  

First Day of Term for Students - Monday 7th January 2019 

Year 11 Mock GCSE Results Day - Tuesday 22nd January 2019 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 23rd January 2019 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 13th February 2019 

February Half-Term Holiday - Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February 2019 

Staff Training Day (closed to students) - Wednesday 13th March 2019 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 27th March 2019 

Spring Term Break  - Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 2019 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 24th April 2019 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 12th June 2019 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 19th July 2019 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

