
Message from the Headteacher 

February 2019 

2018-19 Issue: 25 

Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Engaging Citizenship 

events 

 Many enjoyable  

and educational 

visits 

 Talented performers 

at our Christmas 

Concert 

 Ex-Student becomes 

youngest Artistic  

Director at West  

London theatre 

Inside this issue: 

Film at the French 

Institute  
2 

CCPSHE Events 3 

Leyton Sixth Form 

College trip 
4 

Year 8 creative 

writing 
5 

Young  Reporter 

News Day 
6 

LGBT History 

Month 2019 
8 

¡Navidad en   

España!  
9 

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am delighted to inform you that in the revised 2018 GCSE results, which 

were published in January, Connaught School for Girls was placed in the 

top 1% of schools nationally with a Progress score of +1.13.  The School is 

ranked 27th out of 6336 schools in England.  This is a fantastic 

achievement.  Congratulations to everyone ! 

Severe weather warnings earlier  in the term had me anxious and 

getting up in the middle of the night to check if it was snowing!  We 

have now been very fortunate that we have had no snow in the South 

East but remembering back to 2018, there is still time.  If it does snow 

over-night there will be information on the school website by 6.00 a.m. 

informing you if the school will be closed.  I assure you that this will be a 

last resort and the safety of our students will always be our first priority.   

After sitting their GCSE mock exams before Christmas, our Year 11 

students are now focussed on preparing for their final exams.  Most 

students have asked for extra revision classes and many are being held 

at lunchtime, after school and during the February and Easter holidays.  

Please encourage your daughter to attend. 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a relaxing and 

enjoyable half term break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sally Walker 



On Friday 25th January, a 

group of 20 Year 10 

students went to the 

French Institute to watch 

the French film “One 

Nation, One King” by 

director, Pierre Schoeller. 

The film depicts the 

events of the French 

Revolution which took 

place in the XVIIIth 

Century. The screening 

was followed by a Q&A 

session with the film 

director. 

Here are a few quotes 

from students who 

attended the event: 

“The film was based on 

the French Revolution. It 

allowed me to 

understand French 

history better and 

appreciate the culture 

more. Whilst watching 

the film, I was able to 

pick up on new words 

and phrases, which 

increased my 

vocabulary. Overall, it 

was an exciting visit to 

the Institute and I would 

love to go again.”    

Aisha Abdalla 10C 

“I really enjoyed meeting 

the director and I found 

the Q&A session with him 

very informative as we 

were able to get his 

insight on the making of 

the film. I learnt a lot of 

French vocabulary which 

I will use to develop my 

speaking skill in lessons.” 

Asiya Ramjan 10S 

“We had a great 

experience at the French 

Institute. We learned a lot 

about the French 

Revolution and how the 

people of Paris started it. 

It was great to see how 

people lived at that 

time.”                                 

Zakiyah Abdurrahman 

10F  

Film screening at the French Institute  

GCSE Drama to parents 
times. The performances 

were seen as a practice 

before the actual GCSE 

performance on the 5th 

of February. There was a 

big audience of students 

and parents that came 

to support the 

performers. All the 

students worked 

extremely hard in putting 

their performance 

together and it showed 

as the quality of the 

performances was very 

high. 

Jessica Perry Year 11 

On the evening of the 

17th of January, the year 

11 drama students had a 

night to perform their 

GCSE Component two 

drama pieces. This was 

extracts from a play 

called ‘Girls’ by Theresa 

Ikoko which is based on 

the girls who were 

kidnapped in Nigeria by 

Boko Haram in 2014. The 

play follows three girls 

(Tisana, Haleema and 

Ruhab) as they try to 

support each other 

through such difficult 

“There was a 

big audience of 

students and 

parents that 

came to 

support the 

performers.” 
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Youth Crime Commission 

This February Connaught 

School for Girls hosted 

the 3rd Waltham Forest 

Citizens UK Youth Crime 

Commission looking at 

tackling the issue of 

youth crime and 

violence in the local 

area. The event was 

attended by over 120 

people and has grown 

from its first inception 

back in November. The 

commission has looked 

at some of the issues 

around youth crime and 

violence in the local area 

and it is now focusing on 

5 key themes, exclusions 

and inclusions, young 

people and home life, 

relationships with the 

police, relationships with 

gangs and job 

opportunities. In February 

the commission looked at 

what each institution and 

organisation can do in 

practical terms to bring 

about changes in 

relation to the five key 

themes. The commission 

will be meeting again in 

March where they will 

look at what has been 

put in place and what 

has happened as a 

result.  

understanding of future 

pathways and choices 

available to them. They 

gained very valuable 

experience in terms of 

what is on offer to them 

when they leave 

Connaught and also 

when they leave post 16 

Visit to Forest School 

Careers Fair  

In January year 10 pupils 

visited Forest School as 

part of a careers fair 

where they got to speak 

to over ninety employers 

and universities in order 

to gain a better 

education or training. The 

visit to Forest school is an 

annual occurrence and 

helps pupils widen their 

knowledge of both 

education and the world 

of work.  

Mr Phillips 

CCPSHE 

CCPSHE Events 

experiences of this 

particular issue. The pupils 

took Councilor Khan for a 

walk around the area 

where they had 

identified the problem 

and showed him some of 

their findings and 

recommendations which 

had been supported by 

over 600 pupils. Finally 

the pupils got to ask 

Councilor Khan some 

questions in order to get 

to know him better and 

develop a working 

relationship with him in 

order to hopefully bring 

about changes to safety 

for the local community. 

Councilor Khan agreed 

to visit the school in 

March to give a report 

back about what has 

happened since his visit.  

Meeting councilor Khan  

Year 11 pupils met with 

Councilor Khan in 

January again as part of 

their work with Citizens 

UK. The year 11 pupils 

had begun a listening 

campaign in year 10 

around the issue of safety 

in our local area. The 

year 11 pupils had 

noticed that there had 

been an issue around 

poor lighting in the space 

between the school and 

the Annex. The year 8 

pupils also had an 

opportunity to discuss 

their concerns and 
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I really enjoyed watching 

the performance ‘No 

Human Is Illegal’ at the 

LSC and I found it a really 

interesting play. The play 

was about the refugee 

crisis and how we are not 

really doing anything to 

help them, even though 

we can. I felt that they 

chose a topic that not 

many people were fully 

educated on and they 

showed the refugee crisis 

and educated us about 

it. I felt shocked to see all 

the atrocities that were 

happening and I thought 

the play really opened 

my eyes about what is 

happening. I feel that 

young people do not 

really watch the news a 

lot, including myself, so it 

was a really powerful 

and interesting 

performance that made 

me see just how severe 

the refugee crisis is. They 

portrayed it in a really 

different way and used 

their voices and their 

actions in many ways 

that made us sympathise 

with their characters and 

get drawn into the 

performance.  After 

watching the 

performance there was a 

Q&A session with the cast 

where we were able to 

ask them questions about 

the performance. We 

asked them about why 

they decided to choose 

a topic like this and what 

they wanted to show. 

After this, the drama 

students in our year 

stayed for a drama 

workshop that LSC held 

and here we worked with 

the cast and created 

short scenes using 

physical theatre in small 

groups. It was a really 

educational experience 

as we were able to learn 

from them and the 

workshop really 

challenged us. I felt that 

people stepped out of 

their comfort zones and 

gave it their all during the 

workshop and we learnt 

many new physical 

theatre techniques that 

will help us in drama in 

the future. Overall the trip 

to LSC to see their 

performance was an 

amazing experience 

where I learnt a lot and I 

really enjoyed it. 

Asiya Ramjan 10S 

Leyton Sixth Form College trip 

“It was a really 

educational 

experience as we 

were able to learn 

from them and 

the workshop 

really challenged 

us.”  
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In English, Year 8 completed a unit on creative writing and were asked to write stories inspired by the gothic 

genre.  There were many chilling and tense stories, but read for yourself one example, written by Rodhiyat 

Ibrahim in 8G. 

Ms Caroto 

Head of English 

        

                         Sparrow’s Secret 

 

I sat there - in the armchair, uncomfortably trapped in the gaze of Sparrow.   His cold, 
deathly, hollow stare bore right into my eyes, looking into the innermost depths of my soul. 
I couldn’t bring myself to speak or even make a sound, however Sparrow seemed to 
understand the situation I was in.  Sparrow didn’t have a feeling or a theory about what I 
was thinking - he read my mind. “ I’ll bring the snacks for you,”  his deep, shadowy voice 
echoed in the room. “I would hate it if you died of hunger…” Sparrow’s words flickered and 
curled off the tip of his tongue like the hiss of a snake.  He then slithered out of the room, 
leaving me to recover from my paralysis. 

If he hadn’t left, I wouldn’t have been able to move freely without Sparrow capturing 
me in his morbid trance.  I gradually rose up from the armchair, warily glancing around to 
see if Sparrow was creepily lurking in his own shadow.  As he wasn’t there, I quickly took 
the chance to have a little look around the room. I knew I shouldn’t have done it, but 
curiosity got the better of me.  Pacing around the ornate room, I spotted a lot of special 
artefacts. I marvelled at a peculiar revolving contraption. I observed an intricately carved 
diamond that glittered in the dim light … but what my eyes fell on next horrified me. 

There was a book I was drawn to.  My hand hovered over the cover; I felt an uncanny 
vibration that was radiating off it.  I delicately picked up the book. I delicately uncovered 
the book. Then I gasped in terror as my eyes slowly scanned over spells, incantations and 
murderous curses.  Even though I didn’t know if they were murderous, there was one fact 
that was certain. 

He’s a demon, I thought.  The way he looked and the way he acted made 
sense.  Sparrow was a monster and I was right in his clutches.  Suddenly, I couldn’t breathe; 
my fear engulfed my thoughts as I frantically tried to think of a way to escape - but I 
couldn’t let go of the book.  The more I looked through the grimoire, the more enthralled I 
became, however I knew I had to tell someone. 

Abruptly, I came to a stop as I heard a heavy sound of breathing from the 
door.  Hesitantly, I turned around to face him: Sparrow had not seemed as ghostly as he did 
at that moment.  He had grown so pallid, thin, green veins snaked across his face and his 
upper lip twitched in rage. 

“Put the book down,” Sparrow rasped darkly. 
I shook my head like a stubborn toddler, despite the fact that I was violently 

trembling with dread.  All I could retort was, “Why did I get paired up with a monster ?” 
That was when I started to regret what I said as Sparrow started to advance towards me. 

For each step he took, a black mist floated up from his resonating footsteps.  He 
clutched my arm tightly - my blood ran cold. He slowly edged closer, Sparrow’s cold, icy 
breath glided across my face … then he whispered in my ear, “ I chose you.”      
                                            

Year 8 creative writing 

Page 5 

2018-19 Issue: 25 



The Drama Department 

are excited to announce 

that ex-Connaught pupil 

Lynette Linton has been 

appointed as the new 

Artistic Director of The 

Bush theatre in West 

London.  

Not only is the 28 year old 

one of the youngest 

Artistic Director’s in the 

country she is ‘one of the 

few black women 

running an arts 

organisation – let alone a 

building – in the UK. To 

many in British theatre, 

Linton is one of the 

industry’s friendliest and 

most exciting figures. As 

an assistant director she 

has worked with Kwame 

Kwei-Armah and Michael 

Grandage; she has been 

an associate director of 

the Gate in Notting Hill, 

and she has written for 

both Theatre Royal 

Stratford East and the 

Arcola in east London, 

her plays exploring mixed

-race identity (2017’s 

Hashtag Lightie), 

queerness (2013’s Step) 

and inner-city London’s 

chicken shops (2015’s 

Chicken Palace).’ 

Bridget Minamore for The 

Guardian 

It was wonderful to have 

Lynette inspiring our 

students last year during 

the National Theatre 

Connections Festival and 

leading workshops at 

Connaught for Soho 

Theatremakers. We wish 

Lynette much success in 

her new role at The Bush 

and can’t wait to see 

what she does next as 

she inspires even more 

Londoners with her strong 

voice and powerful story-

telling. 

Ms Brothers 

Head of Drama 

We’re covering lots of 

interesting ideas already, 

such as: the changing 

face of slang; the 

differences between 

single and mixed sex 

education; how crises 

can bring communities 

together as well as some 

individual reports where 

students talk about an 

issue in their life/world.  

The day itself will 

hopefully teach our 

young reporters about 

producing real life news 

in real time. They’ll have 

a 4pm deadline to meet, 

BBC YOUNG REPORTER 

News Day has been 

announced as being on 

Wednesday the 6th 

March this year and our 

students are already 

researching, writing and 

filming some of their 

reports to send off to the 

BBC.  

produce a weather 

report and in the morning 

briefing be set a news 

item that they have to 

get researched, written, 

rehearsed and filmed 

before the deadline.  

They will be keeping the 

ears and eyes open for 

any potential new stories 

over the next few weeks 

so do approach them if 

you have an idea for a 

report. Look out for their 

BBC Reporter id! 

Ms Burton 

English department 

Ex-Connaught School Girl Appointed Artistic Director at The Bush  

BBC Young Reporter News Day 

 “To many in 

British theatre, 

Linton is one of 

the industry’s 

friendliest and 

most exciting 

figures.”  
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On Thursday 20th 

December we held our 

Christmas Concert. There 

were many talented 

performers including 

vocalists, dancers, 

instrumentalists, choir and 

our steel band. Everyone 

agreed that it was a very 

enjoyable evening. 

Thanks to Mrs Sanger for 

her hard work. Here are a 

selection 

of photos 

from the 

night:- 

Mr 

Simpson 

Editor 

Christmas Concert 2018 

Page 7 

2018-19 Issue: 25 



History II: Peace, 

Reconciliation and 

Activism  

This year we are 

reflecting on our history 

and our struggles to live 

in a society where 

everyone is respected 

without the fear of 

discrimination. “If we 

desire a society without 

discrimination we must 

not discriminate against 

anyone in the process of 

building this society” as 

the Human and Civil 

Rights activist Bayard 

Rustin once said.  

Ms Ricon 

SENCO 

LGBT History Month 2019 

Events organised by students this year  
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At the start of January, 

languages student 

teacher Miss McGrath set 

a challenge for her year 

10 Spanish class. They 

were put into different 

groups and given 

different Spanish 

speaking countries to 

research about how 

Christmas is celebrated. 

As part of the Spanish KS4 

curriculum, the students 

will learn about different 

festivals and customs in 

Spain. The class had to 

research 3 questions: 

When and how Christmas 

is celebrated and finally 

what is eaten at 

Christmas! 

Did you know…? 

Christmas time in Chile is 

celebrated in the middle 

of summer. Many people 

spend Christmas day at 

the beach and cooking 

food on the BBQ! 

In Spain and Columbia 

on the 28th December, 

it’s ‘el Día de los 

Inocentes’ which is the 

same as Aprils fools day 

in the UK! 

Miss Noakes 

MFL department 

¡Navidad en España!  
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First Day back after Half-Term - Monday 25th February 2019 

Year 9 Time4Us Options Evening - Wednesday 27th February 2019 

Staff Training Day  - Wednesday 13th March 2019 (school closed) 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 27th March 2019 

Spring Term Holiday  - Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 2019                                

                                                          (Bank Holiday Monday 22nd April school closed) 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 24th April 2019 

May Day Bank Holiday  - Monday 6th May 2019 

GCSE written exams start  - Monday 13th May 2019 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 12th June 2019 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event  - Friday 21st June 2019 

Sports Day   - Friday 12th July 2019 

Connaught Goes Out Visits Day - Wednesday 17th July 2019 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 19th July 2019 

Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

The 4-11th of February 

saw Connaught students 

raise awareness of the 

issues surrounding mental 

health as part of 

Children’s Mental Health 

Week. 9W kicked off, 

delivering an excellent 

assembly with a powerful 

message on self image. 

Kooth, the online 

counselling site for young 

people, attended whole-

school assemblies to 

support in signposting the 

students to their services. 

See kooth.com for 

information. 

Our Youth Health 

Champions played a 

vital role in giving insight 

into young people’s 

needs at the Waltham 

Forest Mental Health 

Youth Summit, hosted by 

Buxton School. Our ten 

Year 10 health 

ambassadors were 

invited to this borough-

wide event to help 

health professionals and 

policy-makers gain a real 

understanding of the 

challenges young 

people face in terms of 

their own mental health. 

Ms Stewart 

Assistant Headteacher 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 
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