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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Quite often the shortest half term is the busiest! 

The Year 11 students are well into their GCSE exams and seem to 

be coping with them very well.  I am very aware of the effect this 

can have on family life but keep doing a great job encouraging 

your daughter and being there to listen to them, it’ll soon be 

over!!! 

The Governors have now appointed my successor.  The new 

Headteacher of Connaught School for Girls will be Avani Higgins.  

Ms Higgins is currently Deputy Headteacher at Little Ilford School in 

the London Borough of Newham.  I will be working with Ms Higgins 

next half term to ensure a smooth hand over. 

I hope that everyone has an enjoyable and relaxing spring break 

and I would like to wish all our Muslim families Eid Mubarak for their 

celebrations in early June. 

 

Kind regards 

Sally Walker  

Headteacher 



On Friday 3rd May, a 

group of year 9 and 10 

drama students, 

accompanied by Ms 

Brothers and Ms Noakes, 

had the privilege to visit 

the Bush Theatre and 

meet one of 

Connaught’s ex-pupils 

Lynette Linton.  Lynette is 

the Artistic Director of the 

Bush Theatre, writer of 

plays Hashtag Lightie, 

Chicken Palace and 

director of Richard II (The 

Globe) and Sweat 

(transferring to the West 

End).  

We started off the day 

with a tour of the theatre 

during which we saw the 

dressing rooms for actors, 

the theatre workshop, 

the writer’s room and the 

rehearsal space. This was 

very exciting as we got to 

see the behind the 

scenes parts of the 

theatre.  

After the tour, we had an 

opportunity to ask any 

questions we had about 

the world of theatre and 

we also had the chance 

to meet some of the 

other members of the 

Bush such as the 

producer, a member of 

marketing and the 

executive director. I 

really enjoyed this Q and 

A session as it was 

inspiring. It showed me 

that you can achieve 

whatever you put your 

mind to and it was very 

relatable for all of us as 

Lynette comes from 

Leytonstone where many 

of us live. 

Whilst discussing the trip, 

comments that were 

made were: “It showed 

us how unappreciated 

the behind the scenes of 

theatre are.”  

“There is not one direct 

route to theatre and it 

opened up our minds to 

different jobs involved 

and how Lynette and her 

team are changing the 

world of theatre for our 

generation.”  

One key thing that 

Lynette said to us also 

was to believe in yourself, 

don’t give up and work 

hard. I think this trip was 

very inspiring and gave 

all of us an insight into the 

world of performing. 

Hannah Matthews 10W 

really thrilling experience. 

The show follows the 

remarkable life story of 

Alexander Hamilton, one 

of the Founding Fathers 

of the United States.  

The Drama Department 

successfully won a bid for 

30 students to see the 

new hit musical 

HAMILTON at The Victoria 

Palace Theatre on the 

2nd of April. It was a 

The music was fantastic 

and the play was very 

interesting. I loved the 

rotating stage and the 

view from our seats was 

great as we could see all 

the action from above. 

Everyone felt lucky to see 

the performance for free, 

since tickets are usually 

£100 and upwards. I 

would definitely 

recommend the musical 

- the songs are still stuck 

in my head!  

Helena Matanga 10F  

Visit to the Bush Theatre  

“It showed us 

how 

unappreciated 

the behind the 

scenes of 

theatre are.”  
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On Thursday 2nd May, 

Miranda Leigh from 

Leyton Sixth Form College 

came in to give a 

workshop to a year 10 

Textiles class. 

Miranda explained that 

the pupils would be 

making dolls from 

recycled and found 

objects; she showed us 

images of dolls made of 

straw and clay, from 

various cultures and 

times in history. 

We talked about what 

dolls mean to children 

and how you could 

create a doll if you had 

very few resources. 

The workshop was 

creative and interesting 

and the girls participated 

with enthusiasm. It also 

gave them an insight to 

the kind of projects they 

may work on if they study 

A Level Art/Textiles at 

Leyton Sixth Form 

College. 

Mrs C Rain 

Textiles department 

“On Thursday, Miranda 

came in from LSC to give 

us a taster session about 

the Textiles A-level they 

provide. Miss provided us 

with some cardboard cut

-out pieces and we had 

to make dolls with scrap 

strips of fabric. They were 

influenced from African 

culture and she showed 

us that in the 

past  children and 

mothers made their dolls 

from straw and bits of 

grass.” 

Alice Ali 10C 

“We thought it was very 

unique and different from 

what we usually do in 

school. She explained 

the importance of dolls 

for childrens’ 

imaginations. It was a 

creative and fun 

experience and we were 

also able to learn that 

you can do textiles using 

grass.” 

Farihah Ahmed 10W 

“In our opinion, the use of 

such textile material was 

imaginative as we were 

bringing back memories 

from our childhood and 

remembering how dolls 

looked. We enjoyed 

making the dolls and 

even called them 

names. We also had fun 

interacting with 

Miranda  and learning 

about what we could 

potentially do if we were 

to go to LSC.” 

Zakiyah Basharat 10F 

Year 10 Recycling Workshop  

“We thought it 

was very unique 

and different 

from what we 

usually do in 

school.”  
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The girls taking part in the 

gardening club had the 

opportunity to be 

involved in the 

development of Linear 

Park on Grove Green 

Road. 

Waltham Forest Council 

commissioned the artist 

Lucy Harrison to redesign 

the local park with the 

involvement of the 

community and local 

school. 

After discussions with the 

artist, the students 

decided to plant 

medicinal herbs and wild 

flowers to contribute to a 

better air quality and 

biodiversity around the 

area. The gardening club 

students will be in charge 

of keeping the raised 

bed tidy and ensuring 

that the plants are 

watered. Well done 

everyone! 

Ms A Ricon 

SENCO 

but did not receive a 

place) and wish them all 

the best for the future. 

We would like to make 

special mention of Iman 

Rahman who has also 

been accepted into the 

National Youth Theatre - 

an institution that has 

provided training for some 

The Drama Department is 

thrilled to announce that 

five students have been 

offered places at the 

prestigious Brit School - the 

leading Performing and 

Creative Arts school in the 

UK. Three students - Iman 

Rahman, Lily Olafemi-

Bywaters and Jamelia 

McCalla-Bedward 

successfully auditioned for 

the Acting course, whilst 

Georgia Dunning and 

Tegan Wilson have gained 

places on the Community 

Arts and Visual Arts course 

respectively. We are 

extremely proud of these 

students (including other 

students who auditioned 

of the UK’s finest actors 

including: Daniel Craig; 

Idris Elba and Kate Winslet. 

Good luck for the future to 

all our year 11 Drama 

students and be sure to 

invite us to your shows! 

Ms A Brothers 

Head of Drama 

Linear Park Project/Greener City Project  

Drama Success  

“Waltham Forest 

Council 

commissioned the 

artist Lucy Harrison to 

redesign the local 

park with the 

involvement of the 

community and 

local school.” 
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Before the Easter Holiday, 

the MFL department 

(and Ms Wallace!) took 

30 students from years 8, 

9 & 10 to Barcelona for 3 

nights. We were lucky 

enough to be able to 

stay near the centre of 

the city which allowed 

our students to 

experience a real city 

break as young tourists. 

We saw a lot in those 

three days, 

including:  Park Guell, the 

Sagrada Familia 

cathedral, the main 

avenue ‘Las Ramblas’, 

the Picasso museum, the 

Aquarium and the port 

Vell area … amongst 

other things. 

It was fantastic to hear 

students practise their 

Spanish with locals and 

discuss things they had 

seen in the city. Our 

students were an 

absolute credit to the 

school throughout the 

stay, even though we 

made them walk A LOT.    

A big thank you to Ms 

Noakes, Mr Ferreira and 

Ms Wallace for 

accompanying me and 

helping on the trip. Thank 

you also to our students 

for making this a great 

experience for all and a 

thank you to the parents 

for allowing your 

daughters on the 

trip.            

Mr W Huber 

Head of MFL 

“On the Spanish trip we 

did many fun activities 

such as going to a 

market, an aquarium in 

the main port area and 

much more. My personal 

favourite part of the 

whole trip was the 

aquarium as the different 

varieties of fish were 

beautiful. I also got to 

speak a bit of Spanish 

that I had learned in 

class to the souvenir shop 

keeper and the man 

serving food in the 

cafeteria of our hotel. I 

think everyone on the trip 

enjoyed it a lot and I 

would love to go again 

and experience even 

more of the city.”                                  

Ellis Taylor 8C  

“The Spanish trip was so 

much fun, I loved every 

bit of it. I mostly liked the 

Picasso museum and I 

even got to put my 

Spanish to use. I also got 

to try my first churro!!”            

Macy Ntim 9G  

“The trip was very fun! 

There were so many 

interesting places to see, 

like going to Las Ramblas 

and shopping for all kinds 

of Spanish souvenirs. I 

especially liked going to 

the small enclosed 

village, Poble Espanyol. It 

was very beautiful and I 

learnt a lot about Spanish 

culture. Barcelona is 

definitely a place worth 

going to!”                         

Delphine Liu 9G  

“I loved Barcelona 

as a city. I 

particularly 

enjoyed the 

amazing view of 

the sea and port 

from the top of 

Montjuic mountain. 

I even got to 

practice my 

Spanish with locals 

and enjoyed 

eating local food 

(mostly churros!). I 

would love to go back to 

Barcelona in the future!”                          

Shanai 10S  

Barcelona was full of 

wonderful architecture 

and I enjoyed 

experiencing the 

different culture and 

interacting with the 

people in Spanish. The 

food was ‘muy buena’ 

and I really miss the warm 

weather!”                       

Mariya Omar 10S  

MFL residential trip to Barcelona-Spain, 4th-7th April 2019  
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deductions such as tax. 

They taught us about 

saving money and 

looking for jobs, as well as 

how to budget 

effectively. It was a lot of 

fun working as a team 

and doing the 

challenges to earn 

points. It was very 

On Thursday 9th May we 

had a finance workshop 

with Legal and General. 

We learnt about how we 

will earn money when we 

get a job in the future. It 

was enlightening to learn 

about all the  expenses 

that adults have to 

consider in addition to 

interesting and it taught 

everyone how to 

properly deal with their 

money in the future, as 

the majority of the class 

had no idea before!  

Aaliyah Dustagheer 

Year 10  

MFL residential trip to Barcelona-Spain continued 

Finance workshop 

Waltham forest Citizens UK assembly  
Walker spoke at the 

event and explained the 

impact our involvement 

with the youth violence 

commission has had and 

how it challenged a 

stereotype around what 

young people are 

prepared to be involved 

in. Pupils spoke about 

their experiences of 

being involved in both 

the youth violence 

commission and how 

they have become 

empowered by working 

with Cllr Ashan Khan. The 

Waltham forest Guardian 

explains the impact of 

the assembly and how 

the council intend to 

create more homes.  

Mr P Phillips 

CCPSHE 

https://www.guardian-

series.co.uk/

news/17641377.promise-

of-1400-affordable-

homes-by-2022/  

On Monday 13th May 45 

year 9 and 10 pupils led 

an assembly alongside 

235 local community 

leaders. They held local 

council leaders to 

account over pledges 

that were made at last 

years packed assembly 

over housing, youth 

violence and mental 

health. This led to a win 

over housing as the 

council made 

commitments to create 

more affordable homes. 

Headteacher Sally 

“This led to a win 

over housing as 

the council made 

commitments to 

create more 

affordable 

homes.”  
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Whitsun Half-Term Holiday  - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019 

Art exhibition                                                 - Tuesday 18th June 2019 5pm-7pm  

Year 11 Leavers’ Event   - Monday 1st July 2019  

Celebration Evening   - Thursday 11th July 2019 

‘Connaught Goes Out’ Visits Day  - Wednesday 17th July 2019 

Last Day of the School Year  - Friday 19th July 2019 

      - Years 9 & 10 depart at 12pm 

      - Years 7 & 8  depart at 1pm 

Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  

Connaught Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Maryam’s homework was a brilliant  response 

to the work of Hundertwasser who was an 

artist, architect and ecologist. He believed in 

the importance of caring for the natural world. 

a message which is even more valid today.   

Art department 

Artist of the month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 
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