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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

It has been a really good half term here at Connaught. 

We came back to celebrate the best ever GCSE results the school has ever achieved.  Many of our 

Year 11 students achieved the highest results with 3 of them each achieving 6 of the new ‘Super’ 

grade 9’s!  We are extremely proud of the girls. 

Our 130 new year 7’s have settled in very well and it was a pleasure for form tutors and the Senior 

Leadership Team to meet so many parents at Wednesday’s Parents’ evening. 

We came back to a much improved playground space with lots more seating and umbrella 

shade.  Thank-you to the PTA who gave the school £ 4,000 to buy the new seating. 

All parents are welcome to be part of the PTA, meetings will be posted on the school website.  The 

PTA Quiz evening will be on Saturday, November 10th in the school hall. It should be a most 

enjoyable evening if it is like the first one held last March. 

I would like to welcome the 4 new governors. They are Dr Salima Beg, Mrs Laurel Parker, Mr Alex 

Opoku-Boateng and Mrs Jada Iyayi who was re-instated. Many thanks for volunteering to do this 

most important role in the strategic development of the school. 

We have had a lot of problems with an excessive 

number of cars entering Connaught Road 

between 8.10 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. It is 

inconveniencing our neighbours who are finding it 

difficult to leave their homes to get to work. If you 

MUST bring your daughter to school by car, 

please turn at the top of the road or even better 

drop her off on the main road. Some motorists are 

making it quite unsafe in Connaught Road. Please 

help us to resolve the issue before an accident 

happens. 

I hope that everyone 

has a relaxing half 

term break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Sally J Walker. 

Headteacher. 



Year 11 students visited 

the Old Operating Theatre 

in London Bridge in order 

to help develop their 

understanding of some of 

the themes in the GCSE 

Medicine Through Time 

unit.  We saw a huge 

collection of herbal 

medicine and medical 

instruments. But the centre 

piece was the operating 

theatre where surgeons 

used to perform in front of 

an audience of students, 

on patients without proper 

anesthetics.  We also had 

a quick look at the 

Golden Hinde - Sir Francis 

Drake’s ship from the 

Elizabethan period. The 

ship is in a dry dock and it 

was possible to see some 

unique design features 

that made English ships so 

effective when attacking 

Spanish galleons.  

Mr A Smith     

Head of History 

On the 19th of July, 

we held a charity 

event in aid of 

Cancer Research 

UK. Students had the 

privilege of throwing 

a water soaked 

sponge at members 

of staff for a small 

fee. Much fun was 

had by all and we 

raised £150! 

Editor 

Year 11 History trip to the Old Operating Theatre  

Charity Event 

Food Tests in Science  
We all had fun identifying 

what nutrients each food 

samples included. 

Everyone was working in 

their groups, testing out 

the methods and 

scientific equipment. I 

personally enjoyed it as 

we were learning about 

nutrition and food 

science whilst having fun. 

Lisa Wang 8S 

In Miss Ali’s class, 8S did a 

food test practical in 

order to find out if 

common food samples 

(e.g. Bread, Egg yolk, oil, 

cereal, crisps) contained 

either starch, glucose, 

proteins and lipids. We 

had each row as a 

station for us to do 

different experiments on 

different food samples. 
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Connaught School is the 

home of 

‘Theatremakers,’ a Youth 

Theatre project delivered 

by the Soho Theatre. 

Each term students can 

apply to participate in a 

10 week project where 

they work with industry 

professionals to learn 

about acting and 

devising techniques. 

Students work together 

to produce an end of 

project performance 

whilst having fun and 

developing their 

confidence on the way! 

“I found the project really 

beneficial as it helped 

me to develop my social 

skills further whilst 

exploring Drama which is 

a subject I want to study 

in the future”              

Iman Rahman 11W 

We have an excellent 

relationship with the Soho 

Theatre and they will be 

running additional 

masterclasses and 

workshops throughout 

the year from Comedy to 

Audition practice, so 

keep an eye out for 

these! 

Ms A Jemal 

Drama department 

started work on our 

first special 

assignment with the 

BBC. With fresh input 

from both new year 

10 and 11 students, 

we hope that this 

year will be 

successful and the 

(good) news 

plentiful!  

Evie and Toni 

BBC School Report 2018-

19 is already up and 

running and we have an 

exciting year ahead! Ms 

Burton met with staff at 

the BBC last week and is 

very excited by the new 

‘all year round’ reporting 

focus – as well as the fact 

we now upload items 

direct to the BBC. 

We are already training 

using the BBC’s new 

online apps and have 

Soho Theatre’s ‘Theatremakers’ project at Connaught School  

BBC School Report  

“I found the project 

really beneficial as it 

helped me to 

develop my social 

skills further whilst 

exploring Drama 

which is a subject I 

want to study in the 

future”               
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On Wednesday 3rd 

October 2018 Year 10 

were in four 30 minute 

workshops learning about 

how the charity MSF 

operate. Each session was 

presented by an MSF 

member of staff, most of 

whom are doctors. The 

different sessions covered 

were: how MSF treat 

mental health; how MSF 

use social media to 

promote their charity 

work; an anecdote of a 

doctor’s experience of 

working on the ground 

with patients and an 

activity about unmapped 

parts of the world. 

In the mental health 

session the MSF trainer 

was a qualified 

psychologist who was 

speaking about their 

experience of treating 

patients for post traumatic 

stress disorder (This is a 

psychological condition 

where a person suffers 

panic attacks, seizures 

and lack of sleep owing 

to violent encounters 

during warfare), anxiety 

and especially aggression 

in very young children. 

The MSF staff work with 

locals who speak the 

same language to 

counsel people who need 

help. 

The MSF social media 

session taught us about 

how the charity make 

decisions about which 

pictures and slogans/

captions to use to help 

promote the charity. MSF 

use real pictures from their 

work on the field. One of 

the pictures we were 

shown was of a young 

man in a wheelchair 

whose legs were 

damaged by a grenade 

and there were other 

pictures of people who 

experienced serious 

bodily damage because 

of diseases.  We had to 

create suitable captions 

or slogans that would help 

other people understand 

how MSF treat these sorts 

of people with their 

medical care. Some 

examples are: “Here’s 

what people don’t want 

you to know about this 

country” or “Lost country”. 

A lot of time has to be 

spent deciding what sort 

of advertising material is 

the most suitable. 

The introductory session 

was led by Nina Rajani 

who is a U.K. qualified/

based GP. She spends 

portions of her time 

working for MSF abroad. 

She talked about her work 

in Syria where she treated 

many patients who were 

injured by bombings. She 

showed us pictures of 

many patients and 

explained that they try to 

complete a treatment for 

any patient they see. We 

saw a picture of one 

patient, a young boy 

called Omer who had 

suffered serious damage 

to his back because of a 

wall collapsing on him 

and he was only 2 years 

old. She said he could not 

walk after sustaining the 

injury but then he has 

received physiotherapy 

and is now walking. It was 

shocking to see some of 

these pictures and it was 

interesting to actually 

hear their names. 

Dr. Rajani talked about 

the equipment they have 

to wear when treating 

certain diseases and how 

they teach local staff as 

much as possible so that 

they can treat patients 

where possible. They have 

to be medical staff or 

have medical 

qualifications. 

Finally, the ‘Missing maps’ 

activity was a surprising 

activity. We learnt that not 

all countries have very 

detailed maps, so MSF 

staff have to identify 

buildings, clearings and 

paths on satellite maps to 

help create an actual 

map for them to use. 

Some countries they visit 

do not have specific 

maps and MSF staff 

sometimes have to travel 

to remote parts of the 

world. We all sat in our 

sessions and plotted 

buildings and paths, if we 

could see them. If there is 

cloud cover then we 

have to point this out on 

the toolbar as well. This 

was a surprise as we take 

it for granted how Google 

maps on most occasions 

can show us everything 

we need on a map. 

Year 10 are involved in 

organising a number of 

fundraising events for MSF. 

Friday 19th October will 

be non-uniform day at 

school for everyone. 

Please bring in £1.00 to 

support MSF. 

Ms S Maniar 

Head of Year 11 

“Friday 19th 

October will be 

non-uniform day 

at school for 

everyone. Please 

bring in £1.00 to 

support MSF.” 
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As part of our work with 

Citizens UK, pupils in year 

10 and 11 visited the 

home office as part of a 

demonstration against 

the British citizenship fees. 

It is estimated that the 

home office are making 

£700 profit for each 

application made. The 

event took place on 4th 

October, National poetry 

day, and as part of the 

event pupils entered 

poems which are now 

part of a Citizens UK 

anthology. Annisis 

Mackney-Downey read 

out a poem on the day, 

by Tia Small, both in year 

10. The poems that were 

created by a large 

number of schools and 

institutions affiliated to 

Citizens UK were then 

handed in to the a 

representative from the 

Home office. Connaught 

pupils were a real credit 

throughout the visit and 

the demonstration was 

treated to a 

performance of “No 

human is illegal” a play 

created by Leyton 6th 

form. A great deal was 

learned by all pupils. 

Year 11 pupils have been 

also involved in a youth 

commission around 

crime. They have started 

a listening campaign 

with pupils in lower years 

and have identified 

areas in the local area 

which are potentially 

unsafe, and made 

suggestions as to ways 

forward. The next stage 

of the commission will be 

taking place on 5th 

November at LSC and 

will include the Bishop of 

Barking as well as John 

Cryer MP. 

“It was very enlightening 

to learn about what 

other people go through, 

across the UK. I learnt 

that even if you were 

born in England, the fee 

to become a citizen is 

over a thousand pounds, 

even if it only costs about 

three hundred - so the 

government is making 

money out of children. 

This can cause problems 

to people’s futures as not 

everyone can afford this 

expensive cost, even if 

they don’t have a say in 

the matter. It was nice to 

see everyone taking a 

stand for what they 

believed in, and gave 

me a sense of 

empowerment to be 

there, supporting this 

important cause.” 

Aaliyah Dustagheer 10C 

Citizens UK home office visit and youth commision  

“It was very 

enlightening to 

learn about 

what other 

people go 

through, across 

the UK.” 
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Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H ER  

M S  S AL L Y  W AL K ER  
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Leytonstone 

London E11 4AB 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

"Delphine Liu is this 

month's star artist.  

Year 9 have been 

learning about the 

proportions of the 

human figure. Using 

sources, they have 

composed paintings 

to show two people in 

a landscape  showing 

depth and distance.  

Delphine has created 

an atmospheric 

painting showing a 

really mature 

understanding of light 

and colour  with 

sensitively drawn 

shadows adding to 

the effect. 

Well done Delphine!" 

Ms G Wensley 

Art department 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L. Simpson 

Media Resources 

Half term holiday            Monday 22nd October  

                                                           - Friday 26th October 

 

First Teaching day back           Monday 29th October at 8:25am 

  

Christmas Concert            Thursday 20th December 

 

Year 11 Mock GCSE exams           Friday 7th to Friday 21st December  

 

Last day of Autumn Term           Friday 21st December  

              Years 10 & 11 leave at 12pm 

              Years 7, 8 & 9 leave at 1pm 

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

