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Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Dear Parents/Carers 

What an exciting first term it has been as headteacher of this wonderful school! As the term 

draws to a close, I’m really happy to tell you about all the wonderful things that have been 

happening here. One of the best things about being the headteacher is meeting the girls and 

seeing them around the school. It’s been a pleasure getting to know them and hearing about 

their diverse opinions and interests. They really are the best ambassadors of our school. 

For Year 11, who have just completed their mocks, this has been a challenging time. They 

have been working very hard and I wish them well with their results in January. This process is 

very important in helping them to practice and cope, not just with the exams themselves, but 

how to deal with the pressure of exams. One of the really positive things I’ve been hearing 

about is the Action Tutoring programme which has been helping some of our students 

prepare. In particular, I want to congratulate Jahnia Carnegie (Maths), Zakiyah Aburrahman, 

Tiana Clarke and Hodan Sheikh (for both English and Maths) who have really stood out for their 

hard work and dedication. Well done to them and to all of the girls taking part. 

The term got off to a busy start with a visit from OFSTED on 3rd and 4th October. Thank you to 

all the parents who logged onto Parentview. We were very pleased when the two day 

inspection, culminated in the report which confirmed that we are still a good school; a 

testament to the hard work of the staff and students alike. The inspectors paid tribute to the 

girls themselves, noting that they are polite and respectful. They said that the girls felt safe at 

our school and one of the best things about the school is that staff are always there to help 

them if they have worries. They also commended our broad curriculum, our extra-curricular 

activities and our strong pastoral support.    

I’m pleased to report that our heating system has now been installed and is functioning  well. 

There were teething troubles, which have since been sorted. We now have a well heated 

school which we will need for the long winter months ahead. Work on the annexe is also going 

well and is on track for completion in February 2020. We look forward to a fully refurbished 

building, with great facilities for PE and Science; a huge bonus which will improve the working 

environment for all. There are already plans in the pipeline for further improvements to the 

fabric in the building. I will write again when I have more concrete news to share with you. 

The school community has been very busy this term. You’ll be able to see all the fantastic work 

that the staff and students have been getting involved in; London Citizens Youth Safety, the 

work of the Gardening Club, the Kew Gardens visit, the visit from Action Jackson, the Amazon 

boot camp, the Stratford Circus Theatre visit and many more! 

School will finish by 1pm on Friday 20th December for the winter break, 

opening again on Monday 6th January 2020. I want to take this opportunity 

to wish our Connaught School community a very restful, safe and peaceful 

break. 

Avani Higgins 

Headteacher 



On the 16th October a 

group of Key Stage 4 

students went to watch 

‘Youthquake’ by Zest 

Theatre at Stratford 

C i r c u s .  Wi t h  t h e 

audience on three sides 

of the stage, and the 

characters interacting 

with us, it was a really fun 

a n d  i m m e r s i v e 

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t 

encouraged the young 

audience members to 

stand up for what they 

believe in and make their 

voices be heard. 

Fun fact: The term 

‘Youthquake’ made it 

i n t o  t h e  O x f o r d 

Dictionary in 2017 and 

describes ‘a significant 

cultural, political, or 

social change arising 

from the actions or 

influence of young 

people.’ Our students 

really enjoyed the 

performance, saying that 

it was fun and, at the 

same time made them 

think about how they 

can make a change to 

society.  

Ms A Jemal 

Head of Drama 

with practical, stress-

busting approaches. 

Year 10 and 11 attended 

1-hour sessions with 

Jackson and his brilliant 

team, focusing on a 

positive mindset. In the 

evening, it was the 

parents' turn! During our 

well-attended Time4Us 

Action Jackson made his 

annual appearance this 

term, imparting wisdom 

on how to tackle exams 

session, Jackson gave 

great tips and advice to 

parents in how to support 

their children as they 

navigate their way 

through school life and 

exams.   

Ms J Stewart 

Assistant Headteacher  

 ‘Youthquake’  

Action Jackson  

“A significant 

cultural, political, 

or social change 

arising from the 

actions or 

influence of 

young people.” 
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YHCs are students of 

Connaught School For Girls 

who work around the 

school aiming to help their 

peers to have a positive 

influence on their mental 

wellbeing and the health 

of those around them.   

The YHCs’ job is to help 

students by sharing advice 

on strategies to overcome 

school stress. We also 

s ignpost profess ional 

services available to them 

during our stress clinic. 

Connaught Youth Health 

Champions have been 

doing amazing things this 

term.  

A group of year 10 and 11s 

have been working on 

their level 2 qualification 

which involves two parts; a 

workbook of evidence as 

wel l  as running a 

campaign in school.  

The YHCs have been 

running a stress surgery 

every Thursday, open to all 

staff and pupils. With a 

variety of activities and 

resources the YHCs plan 

and deliver the 50 minute 

session. 

A few of the activities they 

have ran are:  

 T h e r a p e u t i c 

colouring  

 S c e n a r i o 

discussions  

 Signposting to local 

professional youth 

services  

 P r o v i d i n g  1 : 1 

discussions and 

suggestions of how 

to deal with school 

s t r e s s  ( i . e . 

organisation and 

g o o d  t i m e 

management)  

 Yoga.  

The sessions have seen an 

amazing turn out from 

both KS3, KS4 as well as 

staff. Some comments 

were:  

“It was very well led and 

provided a calm space to 

relax.” 

“The fact that it made me 

relaxed after, especially 

before the mocks.” 

“The calm atmosphere.” 

“I think it was really great - 

it was relaxing, the 

stretching was nice and so 

was learning anxiety 

breathing.” 

Ms N Gahakwa 

and had a lovely time. 

We learnt that the best 

way to plant a tree was 

to plant it into a square 

hole and after support it 

with mulch.  

We learnt many new 

things and we were able 

to have a different 

learning experience than 

the one we would usually 

have on a regular school 

day. 

The Gardening Club 

National Tree Week is 

from the 25th to the 30th 

of November 2019.  

Our goal this year was to 

be able to contribute to 

plant 1,000,000 (1 million) 

trees by 2019. 

This year, Connaught 

School for Girls took part 

in this process on the 29th 

of November in Jubilee 

Park and managed to 

plant 50 trees!  

We were able to 

dedicate them to people 

Youth Health Champions  

Gardening Club 

“The fact that 

it made me 

relaxed after, 

especially 

before the 

mocks.” 
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At Connaught, the year 

group start preparing 

for this event as early as 

year 10. It involves a lot 

of advance planning to 

book a venue and plan 

the event, whilst revising 

and preparing for 

G.C.S.E. examinations. 

The students make a 

point of  gett ing 

involved in the process 

of organising the event, 

so that it can be 

personalised as much 

as possible.  

This year, there are 12 

members  o f  the 

Leavers’ Event Team 

and their names are: 

11C - Aaliyah, Rania, 

Monika and Angela; 

11S - Asiya, Christine, 

Annisis and Shanai; 11F - 

Helena, Jade, Khadija 

and Ivet; 11W - Zoya, 

Alisa, Sabrina and 

Mahnoor. The year 11 

t u t o r  g r o u p s 

d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 

nominated 4 pupils from 

their forms to lead in the 

Leavers' Event Team. 

The criteria for the role is 

specific: students have 

to be prepared to meet 

Thursdays after school 

for 20 minutes in room 

35 (3.10 - 3.30pm); 

c o m m u n i c a t e 

information from the 

tutor group to the 

leavers' event team 

and vice versa; be on 

time to school; have 

excellent attendance 

and be positive at all 

times. This position was 

awarded to students 

w h o  a r e  f u l l y 

committed to behaving 

professionally in all 

aspects of their school 

life. 

In the current meetings, 

we are discussing the 

venue and we have not 

finalised any details yet; 

although the year 

group have agreed 

that one location with: 

presentations, food, 

etc. 

Year 11 would like to 

thank everyone for their 

help in supporting our 

non - uniform day which 

was on Friday 18th 

October 2019. Thank 

you for bringing £1.00 

and taking part.  

Year 11 also organised 

two bake sales. The 

lower school bake sale 

took place on Monday 

11th November at 

breaktime and the 

upper school bake sale 

took place on Tuesday 

12th November. Thank 

you to all pupils who 

took part, as the year 

group have raised 

£240.00, many thanks. 

Year 11 and Ms. 

Maniar/Mr. Huber. 

 

packet of Haribos, a 

sticker, a folder with 

everything we needed to 

design the app and an 

AWS Future Foundations T

-shirt. We waited in the 

hall for everyone to arrive 

and, once everyone 

had, they talked us 

through the programme 

of the day.  

Once the registration 

a n d  o p e n i n g 

session  (with a warm up, 

schedule and welcome) 

On Wednesday the 16th 

of October 2019 the 

participants of the AWS 

Futu re  Foundat ions 

“des i gn an app” 

competition went to 

Amazon offices in 

London for the boot 

camp accompanied, by 

Ms Bergame and Mr Ali.  

On arrival, we were given 

visitor lanyards and 

escorted to the main hall. 

We were each given a 

bag with a pen, a 

were finished, we set off 

to our first session. In that 

session, we were split into 

groups (two schools and 

two members of staff) we 

were taught how to 

select a killer app idea. 

We used our packs as 

app planners and 

answered the questions. 

We answered and 

explored who the app 

was designed for, the 

location it was set in, the 

season, the time of day 

you would use it and the 

Year 11 Leavers’ Event Team  

“We greatly 

appreciate that 

many of you 

decided to get 

involved in the 

non-uniform 

day.”  
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accessibility.  

We discussed what 

technology would be 

used to build your app. 

For this, we considered 

the needs and how to 

meet them, as well as 

how our idea was 

h e l p i n g  t h e 

environment.  

We then separated into 

our new supergroups,   

made up of four 

schools, and we were 

taught how to present 

o u r s e l v e s  w h e n 

presenting our idea to 

people while the 

teacher questions were 

being answered.      We 

had our final session 

where we were given 

f e e d b a c k  a n d 

constructive criticism. 

After boot camp had 

finished, we dispersed 

from the hall and took a 

picture of our group in 

front of a huge radio 

and went back to the 

school to be collected 

by our parents/carers. 

Hollie Draper 8W 

pieces of dance. The 

students have been able 

to take a theme and turn 

this into movement. This 

has been particularly 

successful in Year 9. The 

use of video has really 

helped the students to 

analyse their 

performances.  

To date, this 

has been a real 

success for the 

d e p a r t m e n t 

and we feel 

really proud 

This academic year the 

PE Department have 

introduced Movement 

Skills (Dance) into the 

curr icu lum. Ini t ial ly , 

s t u d e n t s  w e r e 

apprehensive about this, 

however, after a few 

lessons and growing 

confidence, they have 

engaged with the 

activity and are really 

enjoying it.  

These lessons have 

allowed all students to 

use their creativity in a 

variety of forms. They 

have been able to 

explore and experiment 

with a wide range of 

movement concepts, 

creating some exciting 

that our students took on 

a challenge, tried 

something new and 

succeeded. 

Ms Z Humphreys 

Head of PE 

AWS day out continued 

Movement Skills  

“We discussed 

what 

technology 

would be used 

to build your 

app.”  
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Bonjour / Buenos días!  

As we come to the end 

of the Autumn term 

(déjà ?!) and look at 

some of the topics and 

content our languages 

students have learnt so 

far, here is an important 

fact about languages for 

us all to consider:-  

Calavera (skull). Our 

classes designed their 

own and selected the 

best ones which are 

displayed in Ms Noakes’ 

room.  

Year 9 Spanish have 

learnt about ‘El día de los 

muertos’ (The Day of the 

Dead). This important 

festivity originates from 

Mexico and is a 

celebration of love, 

r e s p e c t  a n d 

remembrance of late 

family members. The 

students learnt about the 

symbols and traditional 

decorations used on that 

day, such as the 

Modern Foreign Languages news 

re so lu t i ons  to  be 

healthier. In Ms Noakes’ 

class, they have dressed 

up and acted out role 

plays, where students 

applied new content 

within the context of 

going to the doctor. With 

this, they have been 

focusing their work on 

using different tenses. This 

was a fun activity and 

the students were very 

committed to their 

respective roles!   

Here is what some of our 

classes have been 

working on so far this 

year... 

Year 9 French have been 

studying keeping fit and 

“This was a fun 

activity and the 

students were 

very committed 

to their 

respective 

roles!”   
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Year 9 Spanish have also 

started learning the 

Preterit tense (past) and 

have created comic 

book stories depicting 

their day (Voy al cine), as 

well as what they did 

yesterday (Fuí al cine).  



Year 10 French have 

done A LOT in their first 

term of GCSE language 

course. They have 

already learnt about a 

range of content from 

the three themes 

covered in the GCSE 

exam. Recently, Mr 

Huber’s class completed 

p a r a g r a p h s  o n 

describing their local 

area and home life, in 

which they showed the 

ability to use a range of 

key structures and verbs 

in present, past and 

future tense.  

 

 

Twitter: @MFLConnaught  

 

 

 

Instagram: 

@MFLConnaught  

Merci beaucoup/ 

Muchas Gracias! 

With Best wishes, 

The Modern Foreign 

Languages department. 

 

In addition to lessons, 

Year 11 and Year 

10  have been hard at 

work during French and 

Spanish lunch clubs this 

term. Year 11 have been 

focusing on their mock 

exams and working hard 

at practising their 

speaking with each 

other. They have also 

enjoyed working with the 

LSC student volunteers 

during lesson time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages continued 

“They have 

already learnt 

about a range 

of content from 

the three themes 

covered in the 

GCSE exam.”  
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On Wednesday 11th 

November, Lee Griffith 

from Soho Theatre came 

into Connaught to 

deliver a comedy 

workshop with a group of 

s tudents  who wi l l 

b e c o m e  D r a m a 

Ambassadors and share 

t h e i r  n e w - f o u n d 

experience with their 

fellow classmates. The 

students had great fun 

exploring archetypes, in 

particular those of old 

people and moody 

teenagers! 

Here at Connaught 

Sc hoo l ,  we  have 

benefitted from forging 

strong relationships with 

professional theatres 

such as The Soho 

Theatre, who will soon be 

opening a 1000 seat 

venue at the old 

Granada Cinema in 

Walthamstow. This will 

mean that our students 

will have even more 

opportunities to see 

quality theatre in our 

local community and 

hopefully perform in 

them one day too! 

Ms A Jemal 

Head of Drama 

The winners:- 

1. Maryam Ramjan 8F 

2. Huda Ali 7W 

3. Philiesha Anthony 7C 

4. Veronica Palinova 7C 

5. Gauri Oudit 9W 

Thanks to all of our 

students who took part in 

the 'Wear Something 

Festive' fundraising day, 

in aid of Save The 

Children.  We raised 

£373.65  for the charity, 

so well done everyone!   

Ms J Stewart 

Assistant Headteacher 

Soho Theatre comedy workshop   
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E q u a l i t i e s  a t 

Connaught  

This November saw 

two key equality 

events in our calendar; 

I s l a m o p h o b i a 

Awareness Month and 

UK Disability History 

Month. Both months 

were introduced with 

an assembly and 

activities in school. The 

year 10 students 

worked on the 

I s l a m o p h o b i a 

Awareness Month 

a s s e m b l y  a n d 

explained how this 

important issue was 

affecting Muslims lives 

across Britain. We have 

also begun to make a 

film which captures 

the lived experiences 

of those affected by 

I s l a m o p h o b i a . 

Students, parents, 

educators, Governors 

and Local Councillors 

have all helped to 

contribute. We are 

hoping to have this 

ready for early 2020. 

UK Disability History 

Month also saw an 

assembly organized by 

the Youth Health 

Champions . They 

addressed the social 

model of disability and 

how people are 

disabled by society 

and how we can 

become disabled 

during our lifetime. We 

will also be doing a 

follow-up assembly in 

January with students 

and parents. 

College Roadshow  

November also saw 

the annual College 

Roadshow with 25 

colleges, 6th form 

colleges and post-16 

providers talking to 

pupils about their 

future pathways. The 

number of post-16 

providers has grown 

over the years and our 

pupils have benefitted 

from that a great deal. 

We also saw several ex

-Connaught students 

return with those post-

16 providers and talk 

with students about 

their experiences. 

Year 9 meeting 

Councilor Khan  

Year 9 students have 

continued to hold 

local politicians to 

account over issues 

that matter to them. 

Last year, Cllr Khan 

came to work with our 

students on the issue of 

safety around the 

local  a rea .  An 

a g r e e m e n t  w a s 

reached with students 

for Cllr Khan to come 

into the school next 

year and help students 

test out a new app for 

reporting local safety 

concerns. Cllr Khan 

also agreed to return 

and del iver  an 

assembly and thanked 

the students again for 

ho ld ing h im to 

account.   

Citizens UK London 

Mayoral Assembly 

event  

This November, Year 

10 and Year 11 

students took part in a 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 

process over the 

Citizens UK London 

Mayoral Assembly in 

April 2020. Over 500 

members from across 

London attended the 

event at Bloomsbury 

C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t 

Church, where votes 

were taken over the 

key priorities and issues 

for the Mayoral 

Assembly. Two of the 

top three issues were 

youth violence and 

climate emergency, 

both priorities and 

v o t e d  f o r  b y 

Connaught students.  

Mr P Phillips 

Head of CCPSHE 

CCPSHE events 

“An agreement was 

reached with 

students for Cllr Khan 

to come into the 

school next year 

and help students 

test out a new app 

for reporting local 

safety concerns.”  
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YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS COMPETITION - COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CROSSWORDS WITH THE 

CORRECT WORDS IN FRENCH. BRING IT BACK, COMPLETED TO MR HUBER OR MS NOAKES 

ON 6TH JANUARY TO RECEIVE A PRIZE.  BONNE CHANCE! :)  



Y11 Geographers are 

c u r r e n t l y  s t u d y i n g 

ecosystems. To reinforce 

their work on species 

adaptation in extreme 

climates we visited Kew 

Gardens.  

During the trip we were 

able to explore the 

Tropical Palm House and 

the Temperate house to 

collect information and 

specific examples of 

plants that survive in 

these environments.   

We were very lucky to 

see one of the last days 

of  Dale  Chihuly’s  

'Reflections of Nature' 

exhibition which really 

a d d e d  t o  t h e 

experience. 

The journey to Kew is 

over an hour each way 

but the students were 

incredible and we 

received numerous 

c o m p l i m e n t s 

about thei r 

behavior. 

Ms S Quinn 

H e a d  o f 

Geography 

usually houses the exams) 

undergoes refurbishment.   

Ms A Higgins 

Headteacher 

Connaught School for Girls 

were fortunate to be 

nominated for a donation 

from a local charity called 

Making a Difference 

L o c a l l y  w h i c h 

operates throughout 

all Nisa independent 

stores across the 

UK.  Our Nisa Local 

gave a generous 

donation of £948, 

presented to Ms 

Higgins and some of 

our girls by Mr 

Waheed Akhtar.  The 

kind donation, which 

w a s  g r a t e f u l l y 

received, will be 

used by the school 

towards the hire of a 

local church hall, the 

Elim Pentacostal 

Church, to hold the 

mock exams while 

our annexe (which 

Y11 Geography Visit to Kew Gardens  

Making a Difference Locally  
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First Day of Term for Students - Monday 6th January 2020 

Year 11 Mock GCSE Results Day - Tuesday 21st January 2020 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 22nd January 2020 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 12th February 2020 

February Half-Term Holiday - Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020 

Staff Training Day (closed to students) - Wednesday 11th March 2020 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 25th March 2020 

Spring Term Break  - Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday - Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening  - Wednesday 13th May 2020 

Last School Day of the Year - Friday 17th July 2020 

Dates for your Diary 

seize the day 

H E AD T E AC H E R  

M S  AV AN I  H I G GI NS  

Dyers Hall Road 

Leytonstone 

London E11 4AE 

tel: 020 8539 3029 

fax: 020 8558 3827 

Email: 

school@connaught.

waltham.sch.uk  

Connaught 
 S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s   

Well done to Khadija 

Kousar, 7W, for a 

beautifully presented 

artist analysis page. Year 

7s were asked to 

research the artist Angie 

Lewin as part of their 

'Natural Forms' project. 

Khadija went above and 

beyond with an 

exemplary copy of the 

artist’s work and high 

level written analysis. 

Keep up the hard work! 

Ms G Gilbey 

Art department 

Artist of the Month 

www.connaught-school.co.uk 

Published and 

edited by 

Mr L Simpson 

Media Resources 

Unfortunately, the school can no longer provide parking permits. When you have a 

meeting at the school, please bear this in mind and either leave your car at home 

or make alternative arrangements for parking either at Leytonstone Station Car 

Park or elsewhere.  

http://www.connaught-school.co.uk/

